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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
MAY 28, 2020 7:00 P.M. VIA ZOOM 

***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Brad Schumacher called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were, Jenny Gerold, Jack Edmonds, Jules Zimmer and Jeff Reynolds. 
Others present: City Administrator Robert Barbian, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Police Chief 
Todd Frederick, Public Works Director Bob Gerold, Community Development Specialist Stephanie 
Hillesheim, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, Liquor Store Manager Nancy Campbell, Fire Chief Ron 
Lawrence, Wastewater Plant Manager Chris Klinghagen and Attorney Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 

Barbian stated he wanted to move some items up on the agenda’s so the contracted consultants 
did not have to wait through the whole meeting to get to their items. He suggested they be 
moved to after the Consent Agenda, prior to the Open forum. 
 
Presentation: Odyssey Lane – Grant Opening  
 
New Businesses 
CGMC Membership Discussion 
 
Unfinished Business 
Continuation of Resolution 20-37 to vacate a portion of Golf Club Road 
Great Northern Trail 
Authorization to bid Riverside – Riebe Park project 
 
Zimmer stated he would like to add discussion on how the PUC interviews will be done at the 
Study Session, and provide an update on the Flower Planting. 
 
Hillesheim wanted to add an update on the Canoe and Kayak program. 
 
Edmonds wanted to discuss the email policy 

 
REYNOLDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMENDED AGENDA. EDMONDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
 
A. Regular Meeting minutes of May 7, 2020 
B.  Regular Meeting Minutes of May 14, 2020 

 
Edmonds said he had made a comment in the PILOT discussion that he would like to 
include in the minutes. Jenkins will add that to the minutes. The amended minutes will 
be on the next agenda for approval. 

 
EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR MINUTES OF MAY 7, 2020 AND TO TABLE 
THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 14 FOR STAFF TO MAKE SOME CHANGES TO 
THE MINUTES. J GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
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A. Permits and Licenses 
B. Personnel 

1. Public Works GMII Nick Nelson Step Increase effective June 1, 2020 
 
EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE NICK NELSONS STEP INCREASE EFFECTIVE JUNE 1 J 
GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

2. Approval to hire Seasonal Public Works Angela Ulrich 
 
Zimmer questioned why we are hiring more help if we need to cut the budget. B Gerold 
stated that the seasonal help that is hired usually does most of the mowing and flower 
watering. It doesn’t make sense to pay a FT General Maintenance II employee to water 
flowers, when there is other work to be done. 
 

J GEROLD MOVED TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF ANGELA ULRICH FOR PART TIME 
SEASONAL PUBLIC WORKS. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. VOTE 3:2, ZIMMER AND 
EDMONDS OPPOSED. THE MOTION CARRIED. 
 

 
3. Self-Resignation of Liquor Clerk Marcus Leith effective May 16, 2020 

 
Schumacher asked Campbell why there appears to be a large turnover at the liquor Store. 
Campbell stated in this case, Leith had stopped coming to work and would not answer calls.  

 
EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE SELF-RESIGNATION OF MARCUS LEITH. 
SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Odyssey Lane – Grand Opening 
 
 

CGMC –  
Bradley Peterson with CGMC provided an update on what they are doing with the Legislature 
and COVID-19. 
 
The CGMC usually works mostly on Annexation, land use, local government aid and 
wastewater.  They try to advocate more for the smaller cities and communities in rural MN.  
 
This year, they are working on the bonding bill, funding for water and wastewater facilities, and 
local and greater MN infrastructure grant programs.  
 
For example, the infrastructure grant the City is applying for is a program that the CGMC 
started. Just this morning, the board had a conference call to determine what their roll should 
be to help reopen the economy. In the Zoom meeting with the governor, they talked about 
regional openings, which would allow areas not affected with Covid19 to begin opening. Going 
forward, there will a lot of discussion on how to spend federal dollars and state funds.  
 
Reynolds asked what the outlook was for LGA next year. Peterson responded that there will be 
some additional discussion on that. Originally, there was going to be a 4-million-dollar increase 
going into next year. He thinks we will be looking at a special session this summer or fall. Once 
taxes come in, they will have a better idea of their budget. The City should be receiving their 
normal July payment, and they are optimistic the December payment will be received as well.  
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Zimmer said he would like to do some meetings in person instead of via Zoom, with everyone 
keeping a good social distance. If someone doesn’t feel safe doing that, they can stay home 
and attend via Zoom.   
 
Reynolds mentioned that he has heard of a lot of concern regarding insurance not covering 
things if someone where to get COVID-19, so a business could be sued. Most of the County 
fairs are being cancelled, and are saying they cannot get insurance to cover that liability.   
 
J Gerold is asking if anyone has heard of someone being sued as of yet. Edmonds said 
unfortunately people can sue whomever they want. Zimmer suggested maybe the legislature 
can pass some legislation to prevent things like that from happening.  

 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 

Schumacher read an email from Andrea Gerrard: 
We would like to inform the City of Princeton that the Princeton MN Bulletin Board has 
rebranded and is now The Princeton Bulletin Community Group. Still offering local support to all 
businesses.  
 
She also asked if the City of Princeton consider temporarily closing down 2nd St North so the 
VFW could maybe get the chance to host some customers in a safe manner.  

 
B Gerold responded that said with some of the openings, they will be address some of those 
things soon.  

 
 
PRESENTATIONS / SPEAKERS – 
 
  

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 

 
 
FYI – REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, CORRESPONENCE AND BOARDS / COMMITTEES 

 
A. Princeton Public Utilities Agenda packet for Wednesday May 27, 2020 

 
J Gerold reported that there are a couple things that came up during the meeting. The PUC has 
decided to continue waiving late fees, so the Council needs to decide if we would like to 
continue to do that as well, and if so, for how long.   
 
Another topic that was discussed was a way to try and help the public understand the billing. 
Because the water and sewer are on the bill as well as the electric, it confuses customers and 
they think PUC is more expensive. The idea was to do the billing separately. If they do 
determine to bill them separately, the City should look at options if we had to begin doing our 
own billing.  
 
Edmonds commented on the proposed Industrial Park Expansion. Currently that property is in 
East Central Energy’s territory. The property would be annexed into the city, but he does not 
know the ins and outs of how that would become part of PUC’s territory. He asked for Council 
consensus of the PUC applies or petitions to service that property once it was annexed into the 
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City.  
 

Schumacher added that he believes Barbian has asked for quotes to get the services into the 
proposed site. It was mentioned to Butcher and the PUC Board that it may be possible that a bit 
portion of the costs could be covered by the grant that the City is applying for. However, we 
need some pretty good estimates to put that in.  
 
Edmonds stated that his understanding is that the PUC is going to put together some costs on 
that, but need some information from our engineer.  
 
Edmonds asked again if the Council would support PUC if they could acquire that territory.  
 
Schumacher responded that it comes down to cost. J Gerold added that while she would love it 
if the PUC had that, but we are able to collect taxes from ECE, where we cannot from PUC. 
 
Schumacher commented that the perception of the PUC needs to change. He has 6 items he 
believes will help do that. He challenged the other council members to come up with some 
ideas as well.  We are a community of 1, we should not be divided. Hopefully if we have some 
ideas,  
 
Zimmer replied that the division occurred after the last election. He watched the PUC meeting 
and was embarrassed. Edmonds stated he was as well.  

 
B. Park Board Meeting of May 18, 2020 
C. Senior Banner update and map – Mayor Schumacher 

 
 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 
A. Wine and Spirits $1500 Grant Request from Kinship Youth Mentoring 
 

Zimmer mentioned that at the last meeting, he had suggested to hold off on donations for a 
while with all the uncertainty for the rest of the year. J Gerold agrees, and said if someone else 
did not bring it up, she was going to suggest a motion to put a moratorium on grants for the rest 
of the year.  

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE A MORATORIUM ON WINE AND SPIRITS GRANT 

REQUESTS FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020. J GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 

Edmonds stated he struggles with this a bit, as it is a separate fund. It is used to bring down the 
levy, the public safety building, and provides some grant funds to local groups and projects. 
Kindship is a very worthy group and asked if we had approved grants to them in the past. 
Jackson said we had donated this amount in 2015 and 2017.  
 
J Gerold said we cannot pick and choose. Zimmer added that we had discussed closing the 
grants for the remainder of the year when the senior banners were approved.  

 
Reynolds isn’t in favor of a moratorium, but that the council should be very selective in what is 
approved.  

 
MORATORIUM VOTE: 3:2, EDMONDS AND REYNOLDS OPPOSED; THE MOTION CARRIED.  
 

Staff will contact Kinship to let them know of the Council’s decision. 
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ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 

 
A. Continuation of Resolution 20-37 – vacate a portion of Golf Club Road 

 
Mary Lou Dewitt’s memo stated that Amanda and James Berglund have requested a portion of 
Golf Club Road (Judicial Road) to be vacated.  Legal Description:  All that part of Golf Club 
Road (Judicial Road in Ross-Mere Addition to the Village of Princeton) lying southerly of and 
adjoining Outlot 4, Goulding's Addition To Princeton and lying southerly of and adjoining Outlot 
8, Outlots in Auditiors Subdivision  and lying northerly of and adjoining Outlot 11, Outlots In 
Auditiors Subdivision, all in Mille Lacs County, lying and being east of a line that is 245 feet east 
of and parallel to the east line of 4th Ave South and lying and being west of a line that is 686.61 
feet east of and parallel to said east line of 4th Ave South, City of Princeton, Mille Lacs County, 
Minnesota.   
 
ANALYSIS 
The Berglund’s have been in the Preliminary and Final Plat process to develop a Restaurant & 
Brewery on the north lot adjoining their Golf Course Club House.  With the platting process, it 
was found that in May, 1995 by Resolution 95-28, the Judicial Road was vacated to the east to 
an area in the river and this vacation will clean up that vacation by clearing up 45 feet from the 
west.  This vacation of right-of-way will include a statement for the City to reserve an easement 
for drainage and utility purposes, under, across and above the vacated right-of-way.  There is 
an existing storm drain that is from 4th Avenue to Golf Club Road and the drainage ditch 
easement will stay in place.   
 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on April 20, 2020 and moved to recommend 
approval of the partial vacation of Golf Club Road (Judicial Road) to the City Council with the 
condition of the final plat approval.  State Statue 412.851 has the City Council hold the public 
hearing with final approval or denial.  Public hearing notices have been sent out to neighboring 
properties 350 feet from the site for both meetings.   
 
CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of Resolution #20-37, approving the vacation of a portion of Golf 
Club Road (Judicial Road) based on the findings that there is no present or prospective use for 
this portion of the road, and will cause no problems to the surrounding neighborhood.   
 

Condition of approval: 
1.  The Final Plat approval by the City Council with all required easements noted prior to 

recording of Resolution #20-37.  
 
Barbian added that this was tabled at the last meeting due to the easement issue.  
 
The survey was shared on the screen for the Council. Schumacher said an easement would 
allow someone to back down in there to drop a boat, then pull back out and park in their lot. 
Barbian responded that it likely wouldn’t be to that extreme. Pete Moreau with the Golf Course 
said that is what they are concerned about.  
 
Barbian added that staff and the Planning Commission recommends this easement remain 
 
Edmonds said they are running a multi-million dollar business and adding a value to the 
community. They should not have to monitor that easement or have people using their parking 
lot.  Toven responded that it is more of a regulatory concern then a Civil liability.   
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Schumacher feels it would be similar to the Shopko Lot. If there is an easement, people will 
take advantage of it.  
 
Zimmer said he understands the sole purpose of this easement is for the Canoe and Kayak 
program. Could it be clarified that the easement is only for an exit for that program. It is not for a 
boat or a pontoon. Reynolds states he agrees, they do need someplace to exit the river. He 
would like to see just a small path for that.  
 
Edmonds asked if anyone has explored whether you can exit on the other side of the river. 
Reynolds replied that he has, but you need a 4x4 and it’s a long way from the road.   
 
J Gerold said she can understand both sides. At first it may be a great business opportunity to 
bring some more business to them as people get off the river. However, it is their property and 
she understands their concerns. She doesn’t feel we should hold up their project because of 
this. 
 
Edmonds said maybe the Berglund’s would be open to working with the City and Canoe 
Outfitters on a limited basis.   
 
Toven stated that the Council can motion the resolution, with the recommended changes. He 
believes the Engineer’s only objection was the Public Access language.   
 
 
James Berglund wanted to be clear on a few things. They never planned on taking the canoe 
access away if it didn’t create any problems. The land vacation is only about 60 feet off the 
road. Even if that land isn’t vacated, the city only has 60 feet in, which doesn’t get to the river. In 
short, the canoe launch is still going to be there, they are just are not comfortable to give up 
land they paid for.  
 
Zimmer said off the record comments from the Park Board, they are very reluctant to give up 
that public access.   

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO TABLE RESOLUTION 20-37. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  

 
Schumacher asked when it would be tabled to. Zimmer responded the next meeting.  
 

ZIMMER AND REYNOLDS ACCEPTED THE FRIENDLY AMENDMENT OF ADDING JUNE 11TH 
AS THE DATE IT IS TABLED TO. 
 
VOTE 2:3, REYNOLDS AND ZIMMER IN FAVOR, GEROLD, EDMONDS AND SCHUMACHER 
OPPOSED. THE MOTION FAILED. 
 

EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 20-37 AS AMENDED, STRIKING THE PUBLIC 
ACCESS LANGUAGE. J GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION.  
 

Toven clarified that the resolution was approved as amended, which is removing the language   
“and public access” leaving the stormwater utility, which would alleviate the property owners 
concern.  

 
VOTE 3:2, REYNOLDS AND ZIMMER OPPOSED; THE MOTION CARRIED. 
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B. Ordinance 793 – draft – interim ordinance to temporarily allowing expanded outdoor 

seating 
 

Hillesheim advised that on June 1, 2020 the State of MN has approved the opening of in person 
dining at restaurants. Here are a few important items regarding the reopening:  

• Restaurants can open for outdoor dining only.  
• Tables are to be spaced six feet or more apart.  
• No more than 50 total people will be allowed at an outdoor restaurant setting.  
• Party sizes should be kept to four total, or six in a family.  
• Reservations will be required, meaning no walk-ins.  
• Workers are required to wear masks.  
• Patrons also are strongly encouraged to wear a mask.  

 
The City has relied upon the League of MN guidance in moving forward with this ordinance, as 
well as reviewed the processes of neighboring municipalities. For more in-formation please 
reference: https://www.lmc.org/resources/outdoor-service-restaurants-covid/.  
 
Analysis  
The City of Princeton currently has approximately 8 dining establishments along Rum River and 
1st Street. Staff have been contacted by businesses to discuss various details of expanding 
outdoor dining into public spaces. (Parking lots, sidewalks, streets).  
 
City staff, with the direction of the City Attorney have included the draft of Ordinance 793 which 
outlines the guidelines for outdoor seating in response to the Governor’s orders. Also included 
is the “Event Permit Application” which will be used for businesses expanding outdoor seating 
in accordance with the Governor’s orders. The form allows staff to view a site plan of each 
location and make necessary recommendations on a case by case basis, as all properties have 
unique attributes.  
 
Recommendation  
City staff recommend the Council’s approval of Ordinance 793, allowing City staff to administer 
the applications for Outdoor Dining, to ensure a timely process for restaurants requesting to 
provide outdoor seating.  

 
Toven added that if Administration denied the request, they can appeal to the City Council. If 
the Council would like this in effect immediately, the first reading needs to be waived.   
 

REYNOLDS MOVED TO WAIVE THE FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 793. J GEROLD 
SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
J GEROLD MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 793. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Schumacher suggestion to include the application approval. J Gerold and Reynolds accepted 
the friendly amendment. 
 

 
C. Resolution 20-40 – Interfund loan 
 

Barbian stated that this is a common process when we receive a grant. We need to have one in 
place to use those funds. This will allow us to said we received the CARE grant, in order for us 
to utilize that care grant, we need to have an instrument to use those funds.  
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EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 793. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
D. Ordinance 794 – Expanding Emergency 
 

Lawrence reported that the Emergency Declaration is due to expire at midnight May 28th, 2020. 
At this time, it is the recommendation of the Emergency Management Team to extend the 
declaration to midnight, June 25th, 2020. As the council is aware, this is a fluid situation and 
this team understands that this declaration could be cancelled earlier or extended if deemed 
feasible.  
 
Schumacher asked if we can get the staff back into the office and Councilors back at City hall 
for meetings. Lawrence replied that we can have the Council back, but would want to limit it to 
10 in the Council Chambers, so some staff could zoom in from their desks, as well as any of our 
consultants.  
 
Zimmer asked if the meetings could be held at the Public Safety building, as that is a much 
bigger area. Lawrence replied that was an option as well.  
 
Frederick added that if the Council would like, they can put a plan together on reopening things 
up. The one variable is not being able to control is the open forum section, as there are still 
guidelines for how many people can be in one space. They can put something together and 
present it at the study session.  
 
Schumacher stated he is in favor of opening the Council meetings back up, and to hold them at 
the Public Safety building beginning at the June 11th meeting. Frederick responded that the 
Public Safety Building is currently closed. We have done an extraordinary job at keeping COVID-
19 at bay in the City.  
 
Schumacher stated maybe during the Study Session, we could advertise that the meetings will 
be moved to the Public Safety building.  
 
J Gerold doesn’t think we can advertise moving the meetings yet.  

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 794 EXPANDING THE EMERGENCY. J GEROLD 
SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A. Great Northern Trail 
 

Edison’s memo reported on the construction for the Great Northern Regional Trail is nearly 
complete with the only remaining item being the acceptance of the seeding and restoration. The 
construction of the regional trail includes federal funding with the balance of the construction 
and project costs being locally funded. Federal funding for the project may be used for up to 
80% of the construction cost with a minimum 20% local match required.  
 
Final construction costs are being negotiated with the Contractor with the only outstanding item 
remaining to be the seeding quantities which might increase as the contractor continues to 
establish the final restoration. The additional seeding costs are anticipated in final construction 
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estimate for the base bid is summarized as follows: 
 

 Total Bid 
Estimated Final 
Construction* Under Contract 

GNT 
Construction $908,445.75 $897,830 $10,615.75 

*Remaining restoration is included in the estimated final constructed costs  
 

Prior to accepting the improvements and approving final payment, some additional construction 
costs should be paid as part of a change order for work that was outside the contract quantities. 
The extra work was related to the signal at Rum River Drive/Northland Blvd and can be 
described as follows: 

• During relocation of the signal pole at S Rum River Dr and Northland Blvd it was 
determined that the wiring in the existing signal pole was not long enough to reach the new 
cabinet location as noted in the plan. The contractor was directed by the engineer to install 
new wires to the existing signal pole. The contractor agreed to this extra work to install new 
wire to the existing but asked to be compensated per Lump Sum for completed work.  

• During construction of ped ramps, traffic loops were damaged in order to install new ped 
ramps and aps system at intersection of S Rum River Drive and Northland Blvd (West and 
East CSAH 29 on Northland Blvd) The contractor was directed by the engineer to install 
new traffic loop detectors. The contractor agreed to this extra work to install new loop 
detectors but asked to be compensated per Lump Sum for work completed.  

• During construction of the revised signal system it was discovered that the contract 
documents for the signal system revision did not include count down timers. The county 
requested these be added to the contract. The contractor agreed to the additional work but 
asked to be compensated per the Lump Sum for work completed. (4 timers at $670 each). 
 

The total change order results in an increase in the Total Base Bid of $8,464.90. 
 

 Total Bid Change Order 
Revised 
Bid 

GNT 
Construction $908,445.75 $8,464.90 $916,910.65 

 
Based on current construction quantities and the anticipated final restoration items, the final 
construction is estimated to be: 
 

 

Revised 
Total Bid 

Estimated Final 
Construction 

Under 
Contract 

GNT 
Construction $916,910.65 $906,295* $10,615.65 

*Final construction based on estimated remaining restoration items 
 
The Total Project Cost breakdown to date is estimated as follows: 
 

 

TAP 
Funding* 

Local 
Funding Total 

Construction $725,036 $181,259 $906,295 

Design   $162,037 $162,037 

ROW/Wetland 
Mitigation   $39,483 $39,483 

Geotechnical   $25,000 $25,000 
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(Material Testing) 

Construction 
Administration   $95,000 $95,000 

Total $725,036 $502,779 $1,227,815 

 
*Original TAB funding approved was $509,651, additional TAB funding has been made 
available to fund up to 80% of the construction for the GNT Project. 
 
Supporting Documentation 

• Change Order request and Supporting Documentation 
                                             
Recommendation 
Approve change order to fund additional signal work related to the construction of the Great 
Northern Regional Trail.  

 
Zimmer asked why he was over budget, when now we are under.  Schumacher replied that the 
project was more expensive as it was done in the fall. However, Edison applied for additional 
grant funds which were received. The original estimate was about 775,000, and the low bid 
came in at $908,000. Edison asked for more funding, and it was received. The total 
construction cost was higher, but because of the park and trail program, the number allocated 
for the trail was $554,000 to come out of the franchise fees.   

 
SCHUMACHER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CHANGE ORDER. J GEROLD SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

 
B. Authorization to bid Riverside – Riebe Park Project 

 
The following information was presented to the Park Board at last week’s Park Board meeting. 
The attached Budget information was also presented. The Park Board will be reconvening on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020 to finalize their discussion and likely make a recommendation on the 
project. A City Council recommendation has been included in the last paragraph.   
 
City staff have been working on finalizing the plans for the Riverside-Riebe Park Project. As you 
are aware, the City of Princeton was awarded a $220,000 matching grant from the MN DNR for 
park improvements. The engineer, Warren White has been working on the plans and 
specifications to bid the project.  He has staked the park trails, and has created the attached 
plan sheets for your review.    In the plans there are a couple items that are designed, such as 
refitting the existing parking lot in Riverside Park that will not be completed at this time because 
they are not part of the grant project or budget.   
 
Limited Use permits and other necessary permitting are in the process of being reviewed or 
approved by outside government agencies.  
 
Analysis:  
At this time, we would like to get the Park Board input on the plans.  Should the plans be 
acceptable authorization to BID the project will proceed to the City Council later this month.  As 
part of the bidding process we have been discussing funding the required match.   

 
In consideration of the match requirement the Park Board may want to provide a 
recommendation to the City Council about moving forward with funding for the match.  
 
A few concepts that have been discussed by staff have been the use of any remaining amount 
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of franchise fees, park land dedication fees, reallocating park capital improvement funds, 
initiating a Princeton Lodging Fee and a request for liquor store fund allocation.  The Park 
Board’s commitment to the project will make a difference to the City Council.      
 
In addition, staff will work on fundraising through a plaque recognition program 
  
The project engineers estimate comes in at 408,861.00 plus ~ 35K for engineering totaling 
443,861.00 to complete the grant project.  The budget is fairly tight as this does not include the 
fishing dock which was donated by the Rotary.  At the engineers estimate and a few items as 
budgeted for in the application the City will need to fund ~ 222K.  There are approximately 29K 
in known donations that reduce the amount necessary for the City to fund.  This results in 
approximately 193K for the City, 222K less 29K. 
 
This is a considerable amount, although the 193K is for a project costing ~ $461,000.00  
 
Recommendation to the Park Board:  
City Staff recommends the Park Board consider the plans and provide their thoughts on funding 
the match for the Riverside-Riebe Park Improvement Project. Following this recommendation, 
City Staff will bring the RFP for the project to the council for approval.  
 
Recommendation to the City Council: 
A Park Board recommendation will likely be available for the Council meeting on May 28th at 
which time consideration by the Council is appropriate.  Upon receipt of the Park Board 
recommendation, Finance, Administrator and I will consult to assemble a payment strategy for 
the City Council’s consideration.   

 
Following the review of the attached plan sheets and acceptance of the proposed financing 
strategy (covered prior to or at the Council meeting), City Staff recommends authorization to 
begin the bidding process.  
 
Schumacher asked if we begin the project now, can we still expect it to be completed by 
October. White replied that he was on a construction site today, and people were working as 
usual.  
 
J Gerold questioned the location planned for the toilet. If it is going to be placed at the far north, 
the campers will need to walk quite a way. White responded that the goal was to try and pick a 
location that will not flood.  
 
B Gerold stated that if we were to put in a vault toilet, a lot more fill would be needed and it 
would require another permit with the DNR.  
 
Barbian said the location of the toilet was their reason to limit it to 4 campsites. , reason to limit 
to 4 campsites, was the location of the toilet.  
 
Hillesheim added that water also needs to be within 100 feet if there are more than 4 
campsites.  
 
Zimmer asked if this is the land we recently purchased. B Gerold replied that the southern 
portion is a recent purchase.  

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO BEGIN THE BIDDING PROCESS. J GEROLD 
SECONDED THE MOTION.   
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C. Cemetery Board Discussion 
  

Jenkins advised that at the May 14th meeting, the Council approved some recommended 
changes to the Oak Knoll Cemetery Rules and Regulations. At that meeting, the Cemetery 
Board was brought up and it was mentioned that maybe the speaker could be nominated to the 
Cemetery  
Board.  
 
Jenkins said she had to ask Steve Jackson about the Cemetery Board, as she was not aware 
there was one. He said it has not been active in a long time, and had always included City Staff, 
usually the City Clerk, Public Works Director and the Public Works Supervisor. She spoke with 
the previous City Clerk Katie Hunter who was here from March 2009 until September of 2012 
and she was not aware of any meetings, minutes, etc. regarding a cemetery board.  
 
Since she began with the City fall of 2012, there have been a couple revisions to the Oak Knoll 
Cemetery Rules and Regulations. Those revisions where suggested by City Staff and brought 
to the City Council for review and approval.  
 
Melissa Ramage has a daughter that was recently placed in Babyland. She started a petition 
that was shared on the Princeton Bulletin Facebook Page regarding the Babyland area of the 
cemetery requesting items to be allowed there, and if they were allowed, they would volunteer 
to maintain that area of the cemetery. 
 
Mrs. Ramage has submitted an application to be considered for the Cemetery Board 
 
Melissa Ramage and Jennifer Englund spoke about the cemetery discussion at the past 
meeting. They talked about their petition that has been signed by 492 people for them to 
maintain the Babyland area.   
 
Schumacher stated he was able to review the petition, but it is the City’s duty to maintain Oak 
Knoll Cemetery. It needs to be kept up for everyone to enjoy.  
 
Ramage responded that they do understand that, but don’t feel like they are asking for too 
much. She just wants a small wreath and one small box at her daughter’s grave.  It shouldn’t be 
that difficult to take care of this area. If you walk around the cemetery, most are not following 
these rules, and she does not understand why they are being targeted. They are willing to be 
the volunteer caretakers of that area. Jenny Englund even shoveled the area last winter.  
 
Schumacher stated he would have suggested that this be on the workshop agenda. He does 
not know the right way to go about this. He appreciates that they are willing to volunteer, but if 
someone were to get hurt, it would be on the city.   
 
Ramage is happy to have the city maintain the area, but they want to be able to keep their 
important items there. There are many other graves that are in violation of the rules and feels 
they are targeted. She would like to meet in the middle in determine what they can have at their 
sites.  
 
Schumacher suggested staff discuss this at the Monday Manager’s meeting, and have it on the 
agenda for discussion at the Study Session next week.  

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
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A. CGMC Membership Discussion- Mayor Schumacher - Moved up and discussed earlier 
 
 
B. Sherburne County sale of tax forfeited land – Parcel ID 90-401-0130 
 

Staff reported that we received a letter from Sherburne County in regard to a tax forfeited 
property located in the Industrial Park. The county needs a signature of the City Council, along 
with the questionnaire that was filled out by Mary Lou DeWitt and signed by Robert Barbian.  

 
 
C. PUC interviews 
 

Zimmer asked what the process was going to be for interviews. Asked if they would use the 
previous questions, new or a combination. Schumacher suggested they be invited via zoom, 
and ask them questions individually.  
 
Zimmer would like to see each Council member submit 5 questions they would like asked and 
submit them to Gerold and Edmonds. They can pick the questions that would be asked. 
Schumacher stated that Councilor Edmonds applied, so he cannot be the one to come up with 
the questions. Edmonds suggested Zimmer.  

 
 

BILL LIST 
 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS  
AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $153,213.10 AND THE ITEMS  
LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST WHICH WILL BE 
CHECKS 81201 TO 81261 FOR A TOTAL OF $264,928.73. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Flower Planting – Zimmer 
 
Zimmer reported that Lee Steinbrecher and Randy Hatch planted the flowers in the boxes in the 
City and thought a letter of appreciation would be suitable. Some of the planters are not centered, 
so he asked if Public Works Will get those straightened out. He noticed some by the car wash are 
crooked and he will let b Gerold know if he finds any others.  
 
 
Canoe and Kayak – Hillesheim  
 
Hillesheim reported that staff is working on the finishing touches with the outfitter contract. The 
program will be starting June 6th.  
 
 
Email policy – Edmonds 
 
Edmonds had a concern regarding emails being sent from a private email account. Wants to 
commend Gerold as she took the lead in the social media policy. He hopes she would share his 
concern regarding the mayor using city email. He received an email that he did not feel was 
relevant to the City and was an opinion.  
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Schumacher stated he had sent an email regarding what he had heard from a client regarding the 
cost of Princeton Public Utilities, and asked clerk Jenkins to forward it to the Council. Staff will add 
it to the Study Session for discussion.  
 
Barbian said on the Study Session, the EDA grant will be on the agenda as well as an issue 
regarding the land planned for the Public Safety Storage building.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business: 
 
J GEROLD MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 10.34. EDMONDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, ATTEST: 
 
 

Shawna Jenkins Tadych Brad Schumacher, Mayor 
City Clerk 
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MINUTES OF A STUDY SESSION OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD ON MAY 7 2020 4:30 P.M. VIA ZOOM 

***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Brad Schumacher called the meeting to order. Council members present were Jack Ed-
monds, Jenny Gerold, Jules Zimmer and Jeff Reynolds. Staff present, Administrator Robert 
Barbian, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Public Works Director Bob Gerold, Community Devel-
opment Specialist Stephanie Hillesheim, Police Chief Todd Frederick, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, 
Wastewater Plant Manager Chris Klinghagen, Liquor Store Manager Nancy Campbell, Fire Chief 
Ron Lawrence and Attorney Damien Toven.  
 
 

Approve agenda 
 
Barbian stated that he is suggesting the removal of item #10, EDA Grant Application – There is 
some additional information to come on this.  
 
PUC - interviews 
 

Barbian stated that It was J Gerold’s recommendation to wait until the June 11th meeting so 
the candidates could be interviewed in person.  
 
Barbian advised that Jack Edmonds and Eldon Johnson have both withdrawn their applica-
tions.  

 
EDMONDS MOVED TO INTERVIEW THE PUC APPLICANTS AT THE JUNE 11TH MEETING. J 
GEROLD SECONDED. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Hennagir asked if the meetings will be open to the media. J Gerold replied that they will be 
open to the media, and on video. Each applicant will enter the Council Chambers one at a 
time, while others wait in the hallway.  
 
Schumacher suggested a friendly amendment that the interviews will be done individually 
and the appointment will be made at the June 11th meeting. 

 
EDMONDS AND GEROLD ACCEPTED THAT FRIENDLY AMENDMENT 
 
 
City Council meeting protocol 
 

Frederick stated they were asked to put together plan, so they are recommending the follow-
ing to get the Council back into the City Hall chambers, and allow people to come in to talk if 
they so choose. 

 
Regarding: In person meeting for council meeting, strategic Covid-19 plan  

City Council Chambers (rotating camera)  
1. Mayor Schumacher  
2. Council Member Reynolds  
3. Council Member Zimmer  
4. Council Member Gerold  
5. Council Member Edmunds  
6. City Administer Bob Barbian  
7. Tim Hennagir – Princeton Union Times  
8. City Attorney Damien Toven  
9. Open (Podium – speaker for agenda items or open forum)  
10. Open  
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City Hall conference Room (zoom)  
1. Fire Chief Ron Lawrence  
2. Police Chief Frederick  
3. Public Works Director Gerold  
 
City Hall Office area (zoom)  
S. Jenkins – Desk  
S. Jackson – Office  
S. Hillesheim – Office  
 
Off-campus (zoom)  
C. Klinghagen – home / office  
N. Campbell – home / office  
J. Edison – home / office  

 
• Open forum will still notify S. Jenkins prior to meeting to notify of attendance.  
• Individuals will stay in hallway outside of city hall chambers and be invited in to cham-

bers by city staff.  
• Staff and Emergency Management Team will work with guest to manage council meet-

ings with open seats or speaking to council who are on Agenda or wish to speak to 
council.  

• Individuals are encouraged to remote in from off-campus area.  
• Seating in chamber area will be set up by Emergency Management Team. Signs will be 

on tables directing individuals to tables and chairs  
• Medical questioner will be asked and temporal thermometer will be utilized of all individ-

uals wanting to attend council meeting.  
• Mask will be strongly recommended for attendees to all council meetings.  
• Emergency Management strongly encourages council and staff to wear a mask.  
• This will be phase 1 with hopefully more restrictions lifted in phase 2 by Emergency 

Management.  
 
The goal of Emergency management is to provide safety to the council and the public. Our 
goal will always be to maintain our government operations with a healthy council and staff 
and provide operational support to allow council to operate at a high level. The goal of the 
Emergency management Team would be to move into Phase 1 (above) for the council meet-
ing on June 11th, re-evaluate after the meeting with hopes of making adjustments and mov-
ing to phase 2 with less restrictions by the July 2nd study session based off of guide lines 
and restrictions by the CDC and MDH.  

 
Oak Knoll Cemetery 
  

Petition to allow Volunteers to maintain Babyland area & Cemetery Board Request 
 
Jenkins advised that at the May 14th meeting, the Council approved some recommended 
changes to the Oak Knoll Cemetery Rules and Regulations. A post was made on the City’s 
Facebook page and shared with both local Princeton Facebook pages. Letters were also sent 
to some of the grave owners in Babyland that contained a lot of items. Unfortunately, many of 
them came back as the addresses we had were from when the graves were purchased.  
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Melissa Ramage has a daughter that was recently placed in Babyland. She started a petition 
that was shared on the Princeton Bulletin Facebook Page regarding the Babyland area of the 
cemetery requesting items to be allowed there.  

 
J Gerold stated that the Cemetery Board dissolved many years ago. All of the decisions have 
been made by staff, and then approved by the City Council. She thinks that has been working 
well, and doesn’t feel we should bring back a board that dissolved many years ago. It also 
concerns her to allow volunteers to work in the Cemetery. It is the city’s responsibility to mow 
and care for the cemetery. If someone was out there maintaining the cemetery and they were 
to get hurt, they could sue the City. If they want to be more involved, it would be to keep that 
area cleaned up to make sure the area isn’t in violation of the rules.  
 
Edmonds said he is a little on the fence, and feels it would be nice to have a citizen input into 
things. However, they can also do that by coming to the meetings. He totally concurs with  J 
Gerold about allowing people in with mowers and weed trimmers.  

 
Zimmer said he likes the rules that are adopted. There was a lot of time and effort put into it 
by staff, and the rules should help get a handle on the cemetery. Citizen involvement could 
become a concern. It is a city cemetery, and with the liability, it should be taken care of by the 
city.  
 
Reynolds would like to see a proposal that would include some cooperation from gravesite 
owners to move items to make maintenance possible for Public Works. He would like to see 
what allowances we could make in that area.  
 
Schumacher mentioned the trailer that was in the Parking lot. B Gerold reported that they al-
low memorials and flowers to put on the graves prior to Memorial Day, and 10 days past. If 
items are still there, they collect the plastic flowers and items and put them on a trailer for 
those to collect. For non-traditional or memorable items, they are bagged and boxed items 
with a label so people can collect those items by contacting Public Works. They are trying to 
accommodate those that do wish to keep some items but were not able to get back to pick 
them up right away. If the items on the trailer are not collected within a week, the items are 
offered to be used for parade floats, and/or disposed of. 
 
Schumacher stated he doesn’t feel it is necessary to change resurrect the Cemetery Board, 
staff and the Council can review and approve suggested amendments to the rules.   

 
Melissa Ramage said they really didn’t want to be part of a committee. The point of the peti-
tion, is that they were asking to able to keep their items at their gravesites. She is hearing 
that the consensus is that they cannot keep any items there. She stated she never signed 
anything stating that they cannot keep items. She has a wreath that she made that she would 
like to keep there, as well as a small box.  

 
Schumacher suggested that those items can be kept in a plant holder, or on a shepherds 
hook. 
 
Reynolds would like to see some changes for rules in regard to Babyland 
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Canoe and Kayak 
 

Hillesheim advised that the City of Princeton was able to hire an outfitter, Paddler Bridge, 
LLC. for the 2019 summer and season. Working with the Paddle Bridge, was a great oppor-
tunity for the City of Princeton for many reasons including liability and staff time. The City 
Council appropriated $6,000 for the Canoe and Kayak program for 2020 and staff have re-
quested and received donations of $8,500 for the program and the events associated with 
the program. With this funding the city has been able to negotiate an outfitting contract for the 
2020 season.  
 
The City of Princeton has been working to find agreeable terms to pay the outfitter for staff 
time, transportation costs, liability insurance and other costs associated with the outfitter be-
ing located in Riverside park for the summer of 2020. The agreed upon price is: $8,700 for 
Saturday and Sundays June 6-Labor Day. In the event weather or other unforeseen circum-
stances arise and operations must close, $120 will be reimbursed back to the city for the day. 
Any extra events added outside of the agreed upon schedule will be agreed upon by staff 
prior to the event.  
 
City Staff recommend the Council accept the attached contract for outfitting services for the 
2020 season.  

 
Toven said he would like to see a stipulation added in to the contract in regard to the Covid-
19 cleaning requirements.  
 
Schumacher stated he feels the council could approve the contract with the added language 
regarding insurance and COVID-19 cleaning protocols. Hillesheim replied that she knows 
they have things in place for Covid-19, but they can be clarified in the contract.  
 
Edmonds asked for clarification of approval with the discussed language. He hopes it is not a 
deal breaker, but we do need to protect the City’s residents and visitors.  
 

EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONTRACTED WITH THE ADDED LANGUAGE, 
CONTIGENT ON THE ATTORNEY’S FINAL APPROVAL. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MO-
TION.  

 
Jules asked what the numbers were last year. Hillesheim will get those numbers to the 
Council. She added that there appears to be quite a bit of interest for it this year.  

 
Edmonds asked if the cost was similar to last year. Hillesheim said it is very similar. Barbian 
asked what the cost was and pricing packages.  

 
Hillesheim stated that it is on Groupon, which works to entice out of town users. It is we $25 
to rent kayak, and $40 for 2-person canoe. The rental includes paddles, life jackets and one-
way transportation. There are some buy one get one deals as well. Staff has some coupons 
that the Council can pass out if they would like.  
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Approval to hire 2 liquor clerks 
 

Campbell is asking for approval to hire Stephanie Moses effective 6-2-20 and David Hicks ef-
fective 6-9-20. It appears to be difficult to find and keep people, as they are able to receive 
quite a bit of extra $ on unemployment right now due to Covid-19. 
 

REYNOLDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF STEPHANIE MOSES EFFECTIVE 6-2-20 
AND DAVID HICKS EFFECTIVE 6-9-20. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Sewer – waiving of late fees 
 

Staff reported that at the March 26th the City Council moved to approve PUC to waive the 
sewer late fees through the May billing cycle.  
 

March late fees waived: $1,246.67 
April late fees waived: $1,432.95 
May late fees waived: $1448.65 

 
Barbian asked how long the council would like to waive the sewer late fees. Schumacher 
asked what the percentage is of late payments. Barbian replied that he knew at some point, 
but does not know at this time. Schumacher stated that for an example, Sherburne County 
kept the late fees, but reduced them to about 1%.  
 
Zimmer stated he is okay with waiving late fees, but when things are back to normal, those 
late fees should be put back in place.  
 
Barbian added that his concern is not waiving the late fee, but just the accumulation of the 
amount due. If that builds up, it could create a hardship for people.  

 
J Gerold questioned if people are paying the balance and just not the late fee. She feels we 
need further information on whether people are in arrears with their full bills.  
 
Schumacher asked if staff could get some information together for the next meeting. Barbian 
responded that staff can work on that. He and Jackson can have that discussion tomorrow or 
Monday.  
 
Schumacher asked if the past due balances could be assessed to the property taxes. Jack-
son replied that they could be assessed. Schumacher said his thought it to maybe continue 
this through July since things are just starting to open up a little. Reynolds wants to make 
sure what the City does aligns with what the PUC is going to do.  
 
Edmonds agreed that it is the right thing to do. Its hard to know who is laid off and who isn’t. 
Although, unfortunately there will still be some people who will take advantage of the situa-
tion.  

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO CONTINUE WAIVING THE SEWER LATE FEES THROUGH JULY. 
REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION.  
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Edmonds mentioned the 1% that Sherburne county is doing, and may be something to look 
at if needed at some point.   

 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
 
Public utilities sewer discussion 
 

J Gerold said the PUC had mentioned they were thinking of separating their billing due to the 
confusion having them all on one. Her suggestion would be for water and sewer together, 
and the electric separate. If they decided to do them separate, that could be a lot of extra 
work and expense for the City if we were required to take over the sewer billing. 
 
Schumacher thought they were color coding the bill to separate them, they are spending 
good money to print them in color. thought they started the color coding to try to separate the 
bills.  
 
Zimmer said he thinks it is pretty safe consensus that City staff does not want to take over 
the sewer billing. Lets see where the PUC goes with this.  
 
Edmonds agreed and doesn’t think we should consider anything until they made a decision. if 
they did decide to make a change, there would be some time for the City to decide what di-
rection to go. 
 
Reynolds would hope that they do not ask the City to do the billing, as we are not set p for 
that, and there would be a lot of cost involved in setting that up.  
 
Barbian replied that the City could likely look for a third party to contract that out, but the PUC 
would still need to provide the city the water units used as that is utilized to calculate the 
sewer.  
 
Schumacher asked if they were to stop billing for sewer, could the City do it just once a year? 
Could we just assess it to their taxes. Jackson responded that they can only be assessed if 
they are delinquent.  
 

Email policy – councilor Edmonds 
 
Edmonds said his first question if we have an email policy. Barbian responded, the city does 
have an email section in the personnel policy. He feels Edmonds is probably looking more at 
the council or regarding the emails that the Mayor askes to be forwarded to the Council. He 
does not feel that would fall into that policy. 
 
He questioned an email that he received from Mayor, that the clerk forwarded to the council 
on a Sunday. He questioned why staff was working on a Sunday. He also felt the email that 
was send was not relevant to the city, but the Mayor’s Realty business. Schumacher re-
sponded that the email was in regard to a real scenario about a family that was going to 
move to the city, but were concerned about the utility costs int eh City. He will let Jenkins re-
spond to why it was sent on a Sunday.  
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Jenkins replied that it was a Sunday that rained all day. Since Staff had been working from 
home due to Covid-19, she thought she would get a few hours of work in.  
 
Zimmer agreed that some emails forwarded have been more of an opinion than factual.   
 
Reynolds feels more information is a good thing.   
 
J Gerold stated that she does not recall getting an email that was not informational. She has 
not seen an issue with any of the emails she has received.  
 
Toven added that the city does have ownership of the emails, and the public could request 
those emails with a Data Request. Reynolds agreed that everything should be considered 
public 
 
Toven said that since the issue is being discussed, even personal emails can be subject to a 
public data request, if they a councilor was emailing from their personal email and it was re-
garding city business.  He reminded everyone to be cognizant of what you put in emails, or 
even text messages.  
 
Edmonds said he feels that some are not using the email for its designated purpose and feels 
it is unethical.  
 
Schumacher advised that the Mayor email go the Mayor and the City Clerk, as it will in the fu-
ture.  
 
Toven said everything is very specific and dependent on the circumstances. for an example, 
it would be okay for one person to send out a viewpoint or opinion, but if it elicited a response 
that would not be allowed. He asks the council to be careful about sending things out that 
would initiate a response.  
 
Zimmer added that when you send an email to the Council, if you were to respond “reply all” 
by accident, that would be a violation. He feels it is okay to email something that is urgent, 
but not just because you want to get a point across, or ran about something. It should be 
something that is beneficial to the Council. Everyone should be very care in what is sent.  
 
Schumacher stated he does not email the Council directly, that he always sends the emails 
to the Clerk and asks her to forward them to the Council. The Clerk sends them via blind 
copy. 
 
Hennagir commented that as he understands the law, it is not a violation if it goes just one 
way. If a clerk sends an email out, and someone responded then it would be a violation.   
 
He also said if an email is discussed in a meeting, then it would technically be part of the 
agenda at some point. For an example, if that email was sent from a Gmail account, it would 
be a concern and he would make a data request for that email account. He has done that 
with the City in the past, and will continue to do so when he feels it is necessary. He added 
that the City is being very transparent in how we are holding meetings and handling every-
thing.  
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Edmonds thanked everyone for the discussion.  
 
EDA Grant Application 
 
 
 
 
Closed session – Land acquisition 
 
 
J GEROLD MOVED TO CLOSE THE MEETING AT 6:14PM. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
REYNOLDS MOVED TO ADJOURN THE CLOSED SESSION AT 6:39PM, J GEROLD SE-
CONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
Toven provided a summary of the closed session discussion: The city recently entered into a 
purchase agreement for land near the public safety building. The council discussed ideas, 
numbers, and what work to do to finalize a purchase agreement.  
 

 
Closed Session – City Administrator Review Process 
 
J GEROLD MOVED TO CLOSE THE MEETING AT 6:41PM. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
_______MOVED TO ADJOURN THE CLOSED SESSION AT ______. ______ SECONDED 
THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

Toven advised that the closed portion of the meeting was information gathering for the pur-
poses of the City Administrators next review, no action taken. 

 
Adjournment 
 

_______ MOVED TO ADJOURN THE STUDY SESSION AT 8:  PM. ______   SECONDED THE 
MOTION. MEETING ADJOURNED 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
_________________________ 
Shawna Jenkins Tadych 
City Clerk     ATTEST: 
 

________________________   
 Brad Schumacher, Mayor 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
MAY 14, 2020 7:00 P.M. VIA ZOOM 

***************************************************************************************************** 
Mayor Brad Schumacher called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
Council members present were, Jenny Gerold, Jack Edmonds, Jules Zimmer and Jeff Reynolds. 
Others present: City Administrator Robert Barbian, Finance Director Steve Jackson, Police Chief 
Todd Frederick, Public Works Director Bob Gerold, Community Development Specialist Stephanie 
Hillesheim, Clerk Shawna Jenkins, Liquor Store Manager Nancy Campbell, Fire Chief Ron 
Lawrence, Wastewater Plant Manager Chris Klinghagen and Attorney Damien Toven. 
 
AGENDA ADDITIONS/DELETIONS 
 

Barbian advised that we are going to take the SCADA System CIP Purchase off the agenda for 
now, as more information is needed. 

 
REYNOLDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMENDED AGENDA. J GEROLD SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
 
A. Regular Amended meeting Minutes of May 14, 2020 
 
EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMENDED REGULAR MINUTES OF MAY 14, 2020. J 
GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Permits and Licenses 
B. Personnel 
C. Donations 

 
BREW PUB – SITE PLAN AND FINAL PLAT APPROVAL – RESOLUTION 20-41 
 

Dewitt’s memo reported that James & Amanda Berglund, owner of the property and the Golf 
Club have applied for a Vacation of a portion of the Golf Club Road (Judicial Road) along with a 
Final Plat application, and a Site Plan Review to construct a restaurant and brewery.     
 
VACATION OF GOLF CLUB ROAD (JUDICIAL ROAD)  
The Planning Commission forward the Vacation to the City Council with recommendation of 
approval at their May 18th meeting.  The City Council The applicants are wanting to vacate a 
portion of Golf Club Road between their two lots.  The proposed resolution will vacate the road 
and provide a limited access for recreational river access and maintenance of the ditch. 
 
The City Council approved the Vacation at their May 28, 2020 meeting with removing the public 
access language, but leaving the stormwater utility easement.   
 
FINAL PLAT  
The City Council approved the Preliminary Plat on March 26th, 2020.  The Planning 
Commission approved the Final Plat on May 18th, 2020, and forward to the City Council with the 
recommendation that the City Engineers conditions are met.    The City Council may approve 
the Final Plat with the following conditions: 
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The City Engineer reviewed the Final Plat plans and has a few concerns that need to be 
addressed. 
 

1.  The existing sanitary sewer line remaining underneath the proposed patio will need an 
easement agreement. 

 
2.  Storm water maintenance agreement for the existing ditch in place. 
 
3.  Soil borings, soil types, and infiltration be approved by City Engineer. 
 
4.  Calculations of brewery product going into the sewer system be monitored with City 

Waste Water Treatment Plant. 
 
5.  Long term agreement for shared parking and maintenance between the Golf Course two 

sites provided to the City. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
If the City Council’s review of the Final Plat meets the City Staff, and City Engineer 
requirements they can approve Resolutions # 20-41 approve the Preliminary and Final Plat for 
the Rum River Brew Pub.  
 
SITE PLAN REVIEW 
This is for informational only 
The Planning Commission approved the Site Plan Review at their May 18thh meeting for the 
proposed restaurant and brewery building.  The building size will be 9,160 square feet; hosting 
a brewery, kitchen, stage, private dining, bar office/store, and bar.  An outdoor patio will be 
located on the east side of the building.   
 
Zoning:  The site is located in R-3 Multiple Family Residential District.  The site area is 3.14 
acres.  The building area is .21 acre and the green space area is 1.76 acre.   
 

Setbacks:  Front yard 30 feet 
                   Side yard 10 feet 
                   Street side yard 20 feet 
                   Rear yard 30 feet 
 
Parking:    Parking required 112 stalls 
                  Parking provided on-site 89 stalls 
                  Parking provided off-site 23 stalls 
                 ADA parking required / provided 5 stalls   

 
The Planning Commission may allow sharing of required off-street parking by two separate 
uses provided the normal peak parking times of the two uses do not coincide.  Only the off-
street parking spaces not normally used by the off-peak use shall be counted as off-street 
parking for the peak use.  Each use shall have the total required off-street parking available 
during their respective periods of peak parking use.  An easement shall be established allowing 
the Restaurant & Brewery rights to park 23 vehicles on the Golf Course property.     

 
All parking facilities designed for a capacity of five (5) or more parking stalls shall have a 
setback from all adjoining property lines of three (3) feet.   
 
The entire parking area, including parking spaces and maneuvering lanes, required under this 
section shall be provided with a durable, dustless surface in accordance with specifications 
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approved by the City Engineer.  The parking area shall be hard-surfaced within one year of the 
date the permit is issued.   
 
The owner of any parking or loading area shall maintain the area in good condition without 
holes and free of all dust, trash, and other debris.  The loading area is on the northwest side of 
the building and shall be marked by appropriate signs.   
 
The parking lot layout has three islands.  Staff has reviewed the plans and believes this should 
be adequate maneuvering with the 26’ foot drive lanes.   
 
Bicycle Parking:  The total parking requirement is one space for each off-street parking spaces 
required.  The bicycle parking spaces shall be equipped with bicycle racks.  This should be 
located near the front of the building.   
 
Street Access:  Access to the site will be as it currently is off of 4th Avenue South and Golf Club 
Road.  There is an existing 33’ foot R.O.W. of Golf Club Road.  The other 33’ ft. half has 
prescriptive rights and appropriate for the City to formalize as road ROW.  This will be done at a 
later date.  
 
Landscaping:  Sidewalks along the building are 6 feet in width. The plans show 50% sodded 
and landscaped with approved vegetation around the site and 8% of the internal parking area 
shall be landscaped.  The applicant is proposing to add evergreens on the west side of the site 
to give the residential area additional blockage.   
 
Dumpster:  The location of the enclosed dumpster is on the southwest corner of the lot.  The 
materials will match the building.   
 
Sanitary Sewer:  There is a 20-foot sanitary sewer easement that runs north to south through 
the middle of their current parcel and the proposed site.   On the current site this easement is 
located under an existing building.  On the proposed site the plans show a patio area being built 
over the easement with a new easement when the sewer has to be rebuilt.   The owner will be 
required to sign a release of liability or move the sewer line.  The City Engineer will be 
reviewing the plans and commenting.   
 
There are two brewery grain silos on the west side of the building.  The applicants will need to  
provide to the City an acceptable rate of wastewater discharge flows into the sewer system.   
 
Storm Culvert:  There is an existing storm culvert on the northeast corner of their current Golf 
Course parking lot.  This culvert will stay in place with an 8-foot walking bridge over it to the 
restaurant and brewery site.  The owner will not allow golf carts on the bridge and plans to 
install a post to prevent a motorized vehicle on it.   
 
Lighting:  The Developer would need to contact Princeton Public Utilities if they would like to 
install at their expense an additional street light on the southwest corner of the site along Golf 
Club Road.   PUC has agreed maintain it if the light is installed.  
 
There are four light poles shown on the plans in the parking area.  All sources of parking area 
lighting shall be fixed, directed and designed so as to not create a nuisance to any abutting 
residential properties.   
 
Fire Protection:  Installation of a Knox Box at the front door entrance.  Verification of 
maneuverability within drives/parking area for a 46’ fire truck.  MN State Building Code 
requirements for restaurant/brewery be complied with in regards to Fire Alarm System and 
Sprinkler.   
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Signage:  There is an existing monument sign on the northwest corner of the current site off of 
Golf Club Road.  The plans show a new monument sign placed on the Golf Course Road 
easement.  Signage should be placed on the parcel and not the easement.  At this time, 
signage is not being reviewed.  A building permit will have to be applied for and reviewed, prior 
to installing any signage.   
 
SITE PLAN RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Commission approved the Site Plan with the conditions: 

 
1.  City Council approve the Final Plat. 
 
2.  City Council approve the portion of Golf Club Road Vacation.    
 
3.   A separate Building Permit be submitted for the monument signage and building 

signage and have final approval by staff and reviewed by the Building Inspector prior to 
installation.   

 
4.   All necessary permits shall be applied for and approved prior to construction, including, 

but not limited to:  Building Permit, Water Access Charge (WAC), Sewer Access Charge 
(SAC).  

 
5.  The sodding or seeding must be completed prior to issuing a temporary certificate of  
      occupancy.  If because of weather conditions sodding and/or seeding is unadvisable, a  
      temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued subject to an escrow deposit to 

assure compliance by no later than July 1st of the following year. 
 
6.  The parking areas shall be hard-surfaced within one year of the date the permit is 

issued.  If because of weather conditions the hard-surface is unadvisable, a temporary 
certificate of occupancy may be issued subject to an escrow deposit to assure 
compliance by no later than July 1st of the following year.   

5.  All conditions by City staff need to be met prior to the issuance of a building permit.     
 

EDMIONDS MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 20-41 APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT. 
REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
PARK BOARD APPOINTMENT 
 

Zimmer advised that Daniel Voce resigned from the Park Board due to moving out of the area, 
leaving his seat open which terminates 12-31-2021. The open seat was advertised. Deb Ulm, 
Aaron Gruber and Andrea Gerrard have applied for the open seat. Aaron Gruber had applied 
previously and has attended Park Board meetings. The Park Board urged Gruber to apply 
again. Gruber and Ulm were not able to attend the meeting 
 
Andrea Gerrard said she had applied for the Planning Commission earlier this year, and saw 
this seat is open.  
 
Zimmer said it is really nice to see applicants for these Boards.  

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPOINT AARON GRUBER TO THE PARK BOARD TO FINISH VOCE’S 
TERM THAT ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2021. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. VOTE 3:2, 
ZIMMER, REYNOLDS AND GEROLD IN FAVOR, SCHUMACHER AND EDMONDS OPPOSED. 
THE MOTION CARRIED.  
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PUBLIC UTILTIIES COMMISSION INTERVIEWS 
 

There were two candidates for the open seat that ends December 31, 2020. Rick Schwartz and 
Trevor Karsky. The Council asked each a total of 15 questions.  
 
Edmonds said he feels Schwartz is the best person for the PUC.  
 
Schumacher stated there are 2 different methods in choosing people for a position. If someone 
has a lot of history and experience, they may be less apt to compromise, than someone that is 
newer and open to ideas.  
 
Zimmer added that Schwartz has a lot of tenacity and has applied for this several times. He is 
very interested in serving on this board. He can foresee him being good at negotiating and 
working out the issue with the PILOT program.  
 
Reynolds commented that he wants someone that is not going to go in and agree with 
everything they are doing. He wants someone who will look at things, and question everything.   
 
J Gerold went into this with an open mind. it would be nice to see a younger person involved 
that may bring some new ideas in. She wants someone to be strong, and not be swayed by 
other board members. She feels both are good candidates.   

 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPOINT RICK SCHWARTZ TO THE PUC COMMISSION TO FINISH 
SIERKS TERM ENDING 12-31-2020. EDMONDS SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 

Melissa Ramage is here to talk about Oak Knoll Cemetery issue. She is concerned that the Council 
has not considered the petition that they have submitted to allow them to maintain the Babyland 
area of the cemetery so they can keep their items there. 
 
She gave a history of the discussions at council meetings, and asked if she can list off some ideas 
that she has received from the community 
 

Ideas to allow for upkeep at Oak Knoll Cemetery while still allowing graves 
memorials/decorations:  
1.      Select a day (or two-day window) for when mowing will occur, decorations will be 

removed by owners before mowing and replaced afterwards. 
2.      Allow volunteers to keep up gravesites.  Volunteers can take out their own liability 

insurance depending on cost, or sign a legally binding waiver of liability. 
3.      For Babyland specifically: create a “toy box” where caretakers can place items when 

they mow, and parents can retrieve and replace items after mowing.  This could also 
work for other areas of the cemetery. 

4.      Graves could include a small “rock garden” or border/edging within their specific 
gravesite, making it easy to mow around and allowing a small space to place items of 
memory/importance. 

5.      Create a group email for anyone who would like to know when mowing occurs.  Send 
an email the day before mowing to the whole group.  Citizens can request to be a part 
of the group email or to be taken off of it.  City council to designate who takes care of 
the group email.  (Melissa Ramage offers to do it as well.) 
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Schumacher said that Barbian was going to reach out to them. Barbian responded that he had 
said at the last meeting that the Public Works Director was going to be on vacation and the 
cemetery is under his direction.  
 
Schumacher said he understands there are some high emotions and this is a sensitive subject. 
Ramage said she has met with Tim Jensen and Kyle Fawkes at the cemetery and they are 
great.  
 
J Gerold said appears to have been some misunderstandings about the rules. Schumacher 
said it is the accumulation of items that occur that becomes a real issue. 
 
Ramage asked if the petition is entered into the process. Schumacher said we understand there 
is a petition. Tim Jensen provided some ideas for the area that public works will discuss.  
 
J Gerold said there are a couple ideas may work that would be satisfactory. It isn’t just mowing, 
its an issue of things blowing around, and other people in the area that feel they are crowded. 
Staff can come up with some ideas that will work for the City and may make a recommendation 
to the Council.  
 
Barbian stated he likely will not have this discussed at a Manager’s meeting, as that is not the 
right group of people. He will talk with B Gerold and see if they can work out a solution that is 
suitable for everyone. Barbian will be in touch with her Ramage.  
 
Jack Edmonds commented that as J Gerold said, if the items are blowing around, maybe they 
should be attached. Also, one person for them to contact and one for us to contact would be 
ideal.  
 
Brandon Ramage, biggest thing that bothers him, is the lack of communication and 
transparency. What was said was not what was done.  

 
PRESENTATIONS / SPEAKERS - NONE 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 
 

 
FYI – REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, CORRESPONENCE AND BOARDS / COMMITTEES 
 
A. Planning Commission Minutes of May 18, 2020 

 
PETITIONS, REQUESTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS - NONE 
 

 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Resolution 20-36 – EDA Grant Application 
 

 
Background:  
Hillesheim advised that the City of Princeton has been working through a land purchase to 
acquire and attach land on 1st Street. This purchase will allow the City to expand opportunities 
for industrial businesses to expand in Princeton. Currently the potential for expansion in the 
industrial park is very limited.  
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In addition to the creation of a new industrial park, the project would complete the 21st Ave 
connection, a long-term goal of the City Council and a priority for the current administration. 
This project will facilitate the modernization for the continuance of commerce by providing 
access between the existing industrial park and increase access to HWY 169 for all industries. 
The improvement includes the modernization of the entire throughway of the current industrial 
park, including the redirection of storm water.  
 
With the support of Mille Lacs County, and their contracted engineer, the City of Princeton, with 
assistance from ECRDC has been putting together a grant application package to submit for 
the FY 2020 EDA Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Programs including 
CARES Act Funding opportunity through the EDA.  
 
Analysis:  
Staff are currently working with a few potential anchor businesses to sponsor the application, a 
requirement for the FY 2020 EDA Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance Pro-
grams including CARES Act Funding. The estimated cost to construct the project, including two 
new roadways, sewer, water, storm water improvements, and modernization and completion of 
the 21st avenue connection and route is: $5,651,000. This grant requires a match of up to equal 
the amount of the grant, with the city’s portion of the project up to $2,835,500, which includes 
the land purchase of approximately $540,000 and related fees. Best case scenario, EDA 
funding could cover up to 80% of the project, requiring a 20% match of $1,130,200.  
The grant is applied for and administered through the City of Princeton with the support of Mille 
Lacs County and the ECRDC.  
 
Recommendation:  
City staff requests the Council’s approval to permit staff to move forward with the application for 
EDA funding as they see appropriate and approve Resolution 20-36 

 
EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 20-36.  J GEROLD SECONDED THE MOTION. 
THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. Recording of Council Meetings - discussion 
 

Edmonds asked if the meetings will continue to be recorded. He doesn’t want to cut Gerrard out 
of recording meetings but thinks the City should have official video recordings. Quite a while 
ago, he spoke to the School district and the room is set up for recording.  

 
Barbian stated staff is looking for a motion for staff to proceed looking into recording the 
meetings.  

 
EDMONDS MOVED TO APPROVE STAFF TO RESEARCH METHODS OF RECORDING THE  
COUNCIL MEETINGS. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
EDMONDS ASKED FOR A FRIENDLY AMENDMENT FOR IT TO BE PUT ON THE NEXT STUDY 
SESSION FOR DISCUSSION.  
 
REYNOLDS ACCEPTED THE FRIENDLY AMENDMENT 
 
 
B. Public Safety Storage Building 
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Edison reported that it is our understanding that this project consists of preparing civil/sitework 
construction documents for the above referenced project. 
Design services for the project are summarized below. 
 
PROPOSED SERVICES 

· Project management and coordination/meetings with City staff. 
· Topographic survey 
· Preparation of Existing Conditions Plan - (platted boundary, survey data, lidar contours,  

supporting record plans) 
· Development of Site Plan (proposed building footprint to be provided) 
· Stormwater evaluation and design (review existing flow, determine options to maintain 
   ditch flow, proposed stormwater layout) 
· Site Grading Plan (minimal storm sewer design - roof drain connection to westerly 

drainage swale) 
· Complete turf restoration plans (landscaping plans beyond turf establishment are assumed 

part of a separate contract) 
 

Deliverables: Civil Design Plan Set, including existing conditions plan, site plan, grading and 
erosion control plan, and construction details. We are assuming the disturbance will be under 
an acre therefore a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will not be needed. 
 
SCHEDULE 
Following the approval for proposed services, we anticipate approximately 3 weeks to complete 
the Civil Design Plan set as described above. 
 
ENGINEERING SERVICES FEE 
The following provides a breakdown of the fee to develop the Civil Site Design Plan set: 

Survey $1,200 
Stormwater Design $2,700 
Site Plan (existing conditions, grading plan, erosion control/restoration plan) $4,100 
Total $8,000 
 

We are proposing to complete the work on a cost-reimbursable basis in accordance with the 
current fee schedule in an amount not to exceed of: $8,000 
 

ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION THE ENGINEERING SERVICE PROPOSAL. 
REYNOLDS SECONDED THE MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
C. PILOT update 
 

Zimmer reported that the Committee formed to work on the PILOT program met once and he 
feels it was positive with a nice dialogue. They will be meeting again.  

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Airport Manager position 
 

Schumacher stated that after working on the employee review process with Barbian, thinks we 
should try to get someone to be the Airport Manager. He would like staff to do some research 
on what the salary is for it.  
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Barbian said having someone that was very familiar with our airport would be ideal. 
Schumacher agreed and thinks someone that was really passionate about the airport would be 
good.  
 
Barbian said a few months after he started, an airport manager position was drafted, but was 
not pursued.  

 
 
BILL LIST 
 
ZIMMER MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST WHICH INCLUDES THE MANUAL CHECKS  
AS LISTED ON THE MANUAL BILL LIST FOR A TOTAL OF $104,519.94 AND THE ITEMS  
LISTED ON THE LIQUOR BILL LIST AND GENERAL CITY BILL LIST WHICH WILL BE 
CHECKS 81263 TO 81324 FOR A TOTAL OF $277,322.71. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Schumacher advised that the Council received a Thank you card in the mail for the donation 
made to the Princeton Senior Banner Project 
 
Hillesheim reported that Sherburne County has finished their housing study and she will send it 
out to the Council.   
 
Hillesheim explained the Meeting Owl and how that can be used to record the meetings for the 
public.   

 
 

RENOLDS MOVED TO CLOSE THE SESSION AT 9.29PM. J GEROLD SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
J GEROLD MOVED TO REOPEN THE SESSION AT 9:50PM. REYNOLDS SECONDED THE 
MOTION. THE MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Toven provided a summary of the closed session in that the City and seller have agreed upon a 
purchase for the land purchase for the Public Safety storage building. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business: 
 
EDMONDS MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:53PM. J GEROLD SECONDED 
THE MOTION. VOTE 4:1, SCHUMACHER OPPOSED, THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, ATTEST: 
 
 

Shawna Jenkins Tadych Brad Schumacher, Mayor 
City Clerk 
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City of Princeton  

 

Memorandum 

To: Princeton City Council 

From: Dylan Donner 

CC: Nancy Campbell 

Employee Resignations 

David decided to end his employment due to his fears of catching Covid-19. 

David retired early from Cambridge hospital after over 30 years employment 

due to the five positive cases at the hospital. He decided that the risk of 

potentially catching Covid-19 is too high due to the volume of traffic in our 

store. 

Stephane resigned after she was offered her old position back at Target in the IT 

department. They asked her to start immediately the following Monday.  
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Independent Auditor’s Reports
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• Opinion on the City’s Basic Financial Statements – Pgs 2‐4
• Management’s and BerganKDV’s responsibilities defined
• Unmodified – highest level of assurance

• Report on the Minnesota Legal Compliance – Pg 107 ‐Closed meetings 
and related recording due to non functioning equipment

• Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on Compliance 
and Other Matters Based on Audit of the Financial Statements Performed 
in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards – Pgs 105‐106 
• Internal control finding – Lack of Segregation of Accounting Duties

• Communications Letter – Separate Document
• Management recommendation – Negative Fund Balances & Inactive 

Funds, Continue Liquor Inventory Management Recommendations
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Budget and Actual Results
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City of Princeton
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - 
Budget and Actual - General Fund

Year Ended December 31, 2019

Original Final
Actual 

Amounts
Revenues

Property taxes 2,110,240$     2,109,240$     2,120,859$     11,619$          
Licenses and permits 181,790          230,585          202,079          (28,506)          
Intergovernmental 1,065,835       993,590          1,008,335       14,745            
Charges for services 262,410          264,485          275,628          11,143            
Fines and forfeitures 24,000            27,000            31,882            4,882              
Miscellaneous revenues

Investment income 8,750              12,270            29,164            16,894            
Other 121,050          272,860          132,074          (140,786)        

Total revenues 3,774,075       3,910,030       3,800,021       (110,009)        

Expenditures
Current

General government 942,510          871,970          676,510          (195,460)        
Public safety 1,843,760       1,757,965       1,797,336       39,371            
Cemetery -                     -                     651                 651                 
Public works 781,905          754,435          771,372          16,937            
Parks and recreation 247,275          219,245          237,080          17,835            
Economic development -                     -                     7,617              7,617              

Capital outlay
General government 188,500          87,600            33,599            (54,001)          
Public safety 204,425          130,925          117,563          (13,362)          
Public works 5,000              14,000            14,120            120                 
Parks and recreation 143,000          89,000            25,922            (63,078)          

Total expenditures 4,356,375       3,925,140       3,681,770       (243,370)        

Excess of revenues over
  (under) expenditures (582,300)        (15,110)          118,251          133,361          

Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Payment in lieu of taxes - component unit 52,500            52,500            52,500            -                     
Transfers in 572,925          321,525          -                     (321,525)        
Transfers out (42,330)          (46,700)          (58,630)          (11,930)          

Total other financing sources (uses) 583,095          327,325          (6,130)            (333,455)        

Net change in fund balances 795$               312,215$        112,121          (200,094)$      

Fund Balances
Beginning of year 3,080,117       

End of year 3,192,238$     

Variance with 
Final Budget - 
Over (Under)

Budgeted Amounts
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Q&A
Steve Wischmann, CPA

220 Park Avenue South
St. Cloud, MN  56301

Steve.Wischmann@BerganKDV.com
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Report on Matters Identified as a Result of 

the Audit of the Financial Statements 

 

 

 

 

Honorable Mayor, Members 

  of the City Council and Management 

City of Princeton 

Princeton, Minnesota  

 

 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the governmental activities, 

business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the 

aggregate remaining fund information of , Minnesota, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, 

in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, we 

considered the City's internal control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing 

audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on 

the financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 

City's internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the City's 

internal control.  

 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the preceding paragraph 

and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses or 

significant deficiencies and, therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that 

have not been identified. In addition, because of inherent limitations in internal control, including the 

possibility of management override of controls, misstatements due to error, or fraud may occur and not 

be detected by such controls. However, as discussed below, we identified certain deficiencies in internal 

control that we consider to be significant deficiencies. 
 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 

management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 

detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 

combination of deficiencies, in internal control over financial reporting, such that there is a reasonable 

possibility that a material misstatement of the City's financial statements will not be prevented, or 

detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A reasonable possibility exists when the likelihood of an event 

occurring is either reasonably possible or probable as defined as follows: 

 

 Reasonably possible. The chance of the future event or events occurring is more than remote but 

less than likely. 

 

 Probable. The future event or events are likely to occur. 
 

We did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses.  
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A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less 

severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 

governance. The significant deficiency identified is stated within this letter. 

During our audit, we also became aware of deficiencies in internal control other than significant 

deficiencies or material weaknesses, and other matters that is an opportunity for strengthening internal 

controls and operating efficiency. They is described in the accompanying letter under Other 

Deficiencies. 

The City's written responses to the audit findings have not been subjected to audit procedures applied in 

the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we express no opinion on them.  

The accompanying memorandum also includes financial analysis provided as a basis for discussion. The 

matters discussed herein were considered by us during our audit and they do not modify the opinion 

expressed in our Independent Auditor's Report dated June 17, 2020, on such statements. 

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of management, the City Council, 

others within the City and state oversight agencies and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by 

anyone other than these specified parties. 

St. Cloud, Minnesota 

June 17, 2020 
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City of Princeton 

Significant Deficiency 

 

 

Lack of Segregation of Accounting Duties 

During the year ended December 31, 2019, the City had a lack of segregation of accounting duties due 

to a limited number of office employees. The lack of adequate segregation of accounting duties could 

adversely affect the Company's ability to initiate, record, process, and report financial data consistent 

with the assertions of management in the financial statements. Although this meets the definition of a 

significant deficiency, it may not be practical to correct since the costs of obtaining desirable segregation 

of accounting duties may exceed benefits that could be derived. This lack of segregation of accounting 

duties can be demonstrated in the following areas, which is not intended to be all-inclusive: 

 

 The Finance Clerk inputs payroll information, such as employee hours worked, creates checks, 

and has custody of checks until distribution to department heads. 

 The Finance Director receives the investment statements, records maturities, and issuances of new 

investments and posts entries into the accounting system for interest receivable, revenue, and 

market value changes in investments. 

 The Finance Director records and maintains capital asset records. 

 Bank reconciliations are completed by the Finance Director and not reviewed. 

 The Finance Clerk generates and mails invoices, records payments in the City's accounting 

system, writes up deposits, and brings the deposits to the bank.  

 

In addition to having responsibilities in the cycles listed above, the City's Finance Director has full 

general ledger access and the ability to write and post journal entries. While we believe this access is 

necessary to efficiently perform the financial duties required, this access has the ability to override many 

of the controls and segregation the City has in place. 

 

Management is aware of this condition and will take certain steps to compensate for the lack of 

segregation. However, due to the small accounting staff needed to handle all of the accounting duties, 

the cost of obtaining desirable segregation of accounting duties can often exceed benefits which could 

be derived. Due to this reason, management has determined a complete segregation of accounting duties 

is impractical to correct. 

 

We recommend management, along with the City Council remain aware of this situation, and 

continually monitor the accounting system including changes that occur.  

 

City's Response 

The City agrees with the auditor's analysis of the situation. It seems impossible to correct the current 

situation without additional personnel. Even having cursory review by someone outside of the Finance 

Department would not seem beneficial without significant training and exposure to the financial 

transactions. The City has taken measures to help reduce the exposure by requiring three different 

people at all times to sign or stamp every check. Also, review of this point on what will be an annual 

basis during the audit presentation, should remind both management and the City Council of the 

weakness and possible problems that could result.  
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City of Princeton 

Other Deficiencies 

 

 

Monitor Liquor Store Inventory 

During our audit, we tested a sample of inventory at the City's liquor store. The amounts listed on the 

liquor store's inventory reports differed from the amounts on hand at the store for some items tested. Of 

the 52 items tested, 22 items differed from the inventory reports to the amount on hand; some items 

were understated while others were overstated, resulting in an overall projected difference to the 

inventory balance of $13,614.  

 

We recommend the City and the Liquor Store Manager continue to monitor the inventory at the store, 

reconcile any variances on a regular basis and document adjustments to the inventory system. 

 

City's Response 

Spot checks will continue to be performed every other month by Finance Department personnel.  

 

Even though the impact of the misstated inventory is not material or significant, it indicates that there is 

room for improvement in the recording of inventory purchases and sales. The City installed a new Point 

of Sale (POS) system to help improve accuracy in both purchases and sales of inventory product, which 

has improved our inventory count variances during 2019. Along with that system improvement, we 

purchased a handheld scanner that will make inventory counting easier and more accurate that will 

integrate into the new POS system.  
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City of Princeton 

Other Deficiencies 

 

 

Develop a Plan for Negative Fund Balances and Close Funds with Limited Activity 

At December 31, 2019, twenty-three of the City's funds had a deficit fund balance:  Economic 

Development Authority, Community Projects, Development Grants, Development Expenses, Fire 

Department Grants, Stormwater Management, Park Improvements, Western Area Improvements, 1999 

Street and Utilities Improvements, Heritage Village, Northland/Old 18 Improvements, MN Industrial 

Coatings Expansion District, West Branch and 7th Avenue North, Roundabout Project, Arcadian Homes 

Utility Project, 2000 Street and Utility Improvements, Kwik Trip Redevelopment District, Casey's 

Redevelopment District, AERO Business Redevelopment District, Industrial Park Redevelopment 

District, Industrial Park Development, TIF 8-4 Chino Development, and West Branch TIF. 

 

We also noted 15 of the City's funds had limited or no activity during 2019:  Investigation Information 

Buy Fund, Felony Investigation,  Development Grants, Stormwater Management, 1999 Industrial Park 

Improvements, 2002/2003 1st Street Improvements, 2nd and 7th Improvements, 1992 Street and 

Utilities, 1993 Street and Utilities, 1999 Street and Utilities Improvements, Heritage Village, 

Northland/Old 18 Improvements, West Branch and 7th Avenue North Projects, 2000 Street and Utility 

Improvements, and Industrial Park Development. 

 

We recommend the City Council develop a plan to eliminate negative fund balances in these funds. In 

addition, the City should review the process of incurring project development costs for capital projects 

that may not come to fruition and develop a policy for funding start-up costs. We also recommend the 

City close funds that have fulfilled its purpose. 

 

City's Response 

Some of the funds with deficit balances are a timing issue and will correct themselves once all revenue 

and adjustments are made. In addition, in 2020, the City will work on developing a plan to eliminate 

fund deficits in other funds. 
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City of Princeton 

Required Communication 

 

 

We have audited the basic financial statements of the governmental activities, business-type activities, 

the aggregate discretely presented component unit, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund 

information of the City as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019. Professional standards require 

that we advise you of the following matters related to our audit. 

 

Our Responsibility in Relation to the Financial Statement Audit 
As communicated in our engagement letter, our responsibility, as described by professional standards, is 

to form and express opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by management with your 

oversight are presented fairly, in all material respects, in accordance with accounting principles 

generally accepted in the United States of America. Our audit of the financial statements does not 

relieve you or management of its respective responsibilities.  

 

Our responsibility, as prescribed by professional standards, is to plan and perform our audit to obtain 

reasonable, rather than absolute, assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 

misstatement. An audit of financial statements includes consideration of internal control over financial 

reporting as a basis for designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for 

the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the City's internal control over financial 

reporting. Accordingly, as part of our audit, we considered the internal control of the City solely for the 

purpose of determining our audit procedures and not to provide any assurance concerning such internal 

control. 

 

We are also responsible for communicating significant matters related to the audit that are, in our 

professional judgement, relevant to your responsibilities in overseeing the financial reporting process. 

However, we are not required to design procedures for the purpose of identifying other matters to 

communicate to you. 

 

Generally accepted accounting principles provide for certain required supplementary information (RSI) 

to supplement the basic financial statements. Our responsibility with respect to the RSI, which 

supplements the basic audit financial statements, is to apply certain limited procedures in accordance 

with generally accepted auditing standards. However, the RSI was not audited and, because the limited 

procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance, 

we do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the RSI. 

 

Our responsibility for the supplementary information accompanying the financial statements, as 

described by professional standards, is to evaluate the presentation of the supplementary information in 

relation to the financial statements as a whole and to report on whether the supplementary information is 

fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole.  

 

Our Responsibility in Relation to Government Auditing Standards  

As communicated in our engagement letter, part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the 

financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the City's compliance with 

certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which 

could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, 

the objective of our tests was not to provide an opinion on compliance with such provisions. 
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City of Princeton 

Required Communication 

 

 

Planned Scope and Timing of the Audit 

We conducted our audit consistent with the planned scope and timing we previously communicated to 

you. 

 

Compliance with All Ethics Requirements Regarding Independence 

The engagement team, others in our firm, as appropriate, our firm, and our network firms have complied 

with all relevant ethical requirements regarding independence.  

 

Qualitative Aspects of Significant Accounting Practices 

 

Significant Accounting Policies  

Management has the responsibility to select and use appropriate accounting policies. A summary of the 

significant accounting policies adopted by the City is included in the notes to financial statements. There 

have been no initial selection of accounting policies and no changes to significant accounting policies or 

their application during the year ended 2019. No matters have come to our attention that would require 

us, under professional standards, to inform you about (1) the methods used to account for significant 

unusual transactions and (2) the effect of significant accounting policies in controversial or emerging 

areas for which there is a lack of authoritative guidance or consensus. 

 

Significant Accounting Estimates 

Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepared by management and are 

based on management's current judgements. Those judgements are normally based on knowledge and 

experience about past and current events and assumptions about future events. Certain accounting 

estimates are particularly sensitive because of their significance to the financial statements and because 

of the possibility that future events affecting them may differ markedly from management's current 

judgements. The most sensitive estimates affecting the financial statements were: 

 

Depreciation – The City is currently depreciating its capital assets over their estimated useful lives, 

as determined by management, using the straight-line method. 

 

Total Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Liability, Deferred Outflows of Resources Related 

to OPEB and Deferred Inflows of Resources Related to OPEB – These balances are based on an 

actuarial study using the estimates of future obligations of the City for post employment benefits.  

 

Net Pension Liability, Deferred Outflows of Resources Relating to Pensions, and Deferred Inflows 

of Resources relating to Pensions – These balances are based on an allocation by the pension plans 

using estimates based on contributions.  

 

We evaluated the key factors and assumptions used to develop the accounting estimates and determined 

that they are reasonable in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole.  

 

Financial Statement Disclosures 

Certain financial statement disclosures involve significant judgment and are particularly sensitive 

because of their significance to financial statement users. The financial statement disclosures are neutral, 

consistent, and clear. 

 

53



 

 8 

City of Princeton 

Required Communication 

 

 

Significant Difficulties Encountered during the Audit 

We encountered no significant difficulties in dealing with management relating to the performance of 

the audit. 

 

Uncorrected and Corrected Misstatements 

For the purposes of this communication, professional standards require us to accumulate all known 

and likely misstatements identified during the audit, other than those that we believe are trivial, and 

communicate them to the appropriate level of management. Further, professional standards require 

us to also communicate the effects of uncorrected misstatements related to prior periods on the 

relevant classes of transactions, account balances or disclosures, and the financial statements as a 

whole. 

 

We identified the following uncorrected misstatement of the financial statements. Management has 

determined its effects are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements 

taken as a whole.  

 

 Liquor inventory was overstated based on test count projections 

 

In addition, none of the misstatements detected as a result of audit procedures and corrected by 

management were material, either individually or in the aggregate, to the financial statements taken as a 

whole. 

 
Disagreements with Management 
For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a disagreement with management as a 
matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, concerning a financial accounting, reporting, or 
auditing matter, which could be significant to the City's financial statements or the auditor's report. 
No such disagreements arose during the course of our audit.  
 
Representations Requested from Management 
We have requested certain written representations from management, which are included in the 
management representation letter. 
 
Management's Consultations with Other Accountants 
In some cases, management may decide to consult with other accountants about auditing and accounting 

matters. Management has informed us that, and to our knowledge, there were no consultations with 

other accountants regarding auditing and accounting matters. 

 

Other Significant Matters, Findings, or Issues 

In the normal course of our professional association with the City, we generally discuss a variety of 

matters, including the application of accounting principles and auditing standards, operating conditions 

affecting the City, and operating plans and strategies that may affect the risks of material misstatement. 

None of the matters discussed resulted in a condition to our retention as the City's auditor.  
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City of Princeton 

Required Communication 

 

 

Other Information in Documents Containing Audited Financial Statements 
We applied certain limited procedures to the RSI that supplements the basic financial statements. Our 

procedures consisted of inquiries of management regarding the methods of preparing the information 

and comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic 

financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. 

We did not audit the RSI and do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the RSI. 

 

With respect to the supplementary information accompanying the financial statements, we made certain 

inquiries of management and evaluated the form, content and methods of preparing the information to 

determine that the information complies with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 

States of America, the method of preparing it has not changed from the prior period, and the information 

is appropriate and complete in relation to our audit of the financial statements. We compared and 

reconciled the supplementary information to the underlying accounting records used to prepare the 

financial statements or to the financial statements themselves. 

 

55



 

 10 

City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

The following pages provide graphic representation of select data pertaining to the financial position and 

operations of the City for the past five years. Our analysis of each graph is presented to provide a basis 

for discussion of past performance and how implementing certain changes may enhance future 

performance. We suggest you view each graph and document if our analysis is consistent with yours. A 

subsequent discussion of this information should be useful for planning purposes. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

 

As seen in the following graph, the General Fund balance has increased overall since 2015. Fund 

balance increased in 2019 by $112,121, or 3.6%. This increase will be reviewed on the following pages. 
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

The following graph shows the General Fund's total fund balance and unassigned fund balance as a 

percent of the following year's budgeted expenditures in the General Fund. Fluctuations in the 

percentage over the past five years are a result of fund operations. The increase in percentages for 2019 

is due to an increase in fund balance from 2018. The current policy of the City is to have 30%-50% of 

the subsequent year's budgeted expenditures as unassigned fund balance; the City exceeds its policy 

range at December 31, 2019, by having $3,053,494 in unassigned fund balance at year-end, which is 

69.8% of 2020 budgeted expenditures of $4,374,730. This amount is not considered excessive as future 

intergovernmental funding is uncertain. As General Fund expenditures increase, the fund balance will 

also need to increase to maintain current or targeted percentage levels.  
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

The following graph summarizes the past five years of General Fund revenues, expenditures, and fund 

balance. Revenues, expenditures, and fund balance have increased overall over the last five years.  

 

Revenue and expenditure detail is reviewed on the following pages. 
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

Total revenues increased $57,022, or 1.5%, from 2018 to 2019, which was due to an increase in 

miscellaneous revenues of $20,984.  

 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Revenues

Property taxes 2,008,054$  1,976,123$  2,006,291$  2,135,999$  2,120,859$  

Licenses and permits 271,459       176,330       174,525       180,854       202,079       

Intergovernmental revenues

Local government aid 838,687       843,732       845,730       888,633       891,888       

Other than local government aid 161,202       168,649       183,179       102,116       116,447       

Charges for services 235,107       254,624       230,937       266,156       275,628       

Fines and forfeitures 25,731         21,917         22,205         28,987         31,882         

Miscellaneous 116,791       130,231       135,050       140,254       161,238       

Total revenues 3,657,031$  3,571,606$  3,597,917$  3,742,999$  3,800,021$  

Total expenditures increased $113,269, or 3.2%, from 2018. The most significant increase was in public 

safety expenditures due to increased police and fire department personnel costs as well as the increase in 

PERA contribution rates. General government expenditures increased by $59,177, or 9.6% due to 

increased personnel costs. These increases were partially offset by a decrease in parks and recreation of 

$40,391 mainly due to a decrease in library maintenance and repair expenditures.  

 

The other functions' expenditures were fairly consistent from 2018 to 2019. 

 
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Expenditures

General government 607,486$     620,482$     691,689$     617,333$     676,510$     

Public safety 1,675,968    1,672,259    1,699,731    1,727,402    1,797,336    

Cemetery 751              701              527              523              651              

Public works 646,060       619,371       760,921       739,306       771,372       

Parks and recreation 270,313       257,541       261,025       277,471       237,080       

Economic development 51,201         22,124         37,143         16,739         7,617           

Capital outlay 339,191       339,649       490,431       189,727       191,204       

Total expenditures 3,590,970$  3,532,127$  3,941,467$  3,568,501$  3,681,770$  
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

The greatest sources of revenue are from property taxes and intergovernmental revenues for both years 

presented. General Fund revenues for 2019 were proportionately similar to those of 2018. 
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

Public safety, general government, and public works expenditures continue to make up the largest 

portion of General Fund expenditures. Overall, the allocation of expenditures by program remained 

consistent from 2018 to 2019.  
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET TO ACTUAL 
 

The chart below compares actual revenues to amounts budgeted in the General Fund for 2019. Actual 

General Fund revenues were under budget by $110,009 or 2.8% due to tax increment excess revenues 

budgeted in the general fund and reallocated to the Capital Improvement Fund. 
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City of Princeton 

Financial Analysis 

 

 

GENERAL FUND BUDGET TO ACTUAL (CONTINUED) 
 

The chart below compares General Fund budgeted and actual expenditures for 2019. Actual General 

Fund expenditures were under budget by $243,370 or 6.2%. General government expenditures were 

under budget by $195,460 due primarily to the City budgeting for insurance and other general 

expenditures in general government; however, these expenditures are allocated across the various 

functions. Capital outlay expenditures were $130,321 under budget due to the City budgeting 

conservatively for capital purchases and carrying over purchases to subsequent years. All other functions 

were in line with budget. 
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Financial Analysis 

 

 

TAX CAPACITY, LEVY, AND RATES  
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The chart above graphs the tax capacity, certified tax levy, and City tax rate for 1899 through 2019.  

 

Comparing 1899 through 2019, the City's taxable tax capacity has increased approximately 18.9% in 

five years. This overall increase is common for Minnesota cities due to the increasing market values 

over the last several years. The City's certified levy over this same five-year time frame has increased at 

a lower rate, 11.3%, resulting in a decrease in the tax capacity rate.  
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Financial Analysis 

 

 

LIQUOR FUND 

 

The graphs below and on the following page summarize liquor store operations over the past five years. 

Sales have increased steadily over the past five years. In 2019, sales increased $322,537, or 8.0%. Cost 

of sales also increased from 2018, increasing $327,592, or 10.9%.  

 

The gross profit percentage decreased in 2019 as a result of the cost of sales increasing at a faster rate 

than sales as product purchase prices have risen. The graph on the following page shows the gross profit 

percentage over the last five years including the 2019 percentage of approximately 24.0%.  

 

In 2019, operating expenses increased $59,467 due to an increase in service charges from various credit 

card companies as well as other inflationary increases. The net position balance has continually 

increased in the five years presented due to the positive operations of the Fund. The net position balance 

at December 31, 2019, was $5,741,143 as shown on the following page. 
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LIQUOR FUND (CONTINUED) 
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Financial Analysis 

 

 

AIRPORT FUND 

 

In 2019, gross profit and operating revenues decreased $1,429, while operating expenses decreased 

$1,389. After an operating loss of $198,331, nonoperating grant revenues of $55,033 and transfers in of 

$14,200, the Airport Fund net position experienced a decrease in 2019 of $129,098 to $2,236,992 as 

shown on the following page. 

 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Gross Profit and Operating Revenues $15,491 $16,029 $25,395 $18,350 $16,921

Operating Expenses 177,347 191,679 239,197 216,641 215,252
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AIRPORT FUND (CONTINUED) 
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SANITARY SEWER FUND 

 

The Sanitary Sewer Fund reported operating income again in 2019. Operating revenues increased 

$26,920 due to increased usage. Operating expenses increased $13,369, or 1.0%, from the prior year. As 

shown on the following page, net position in the sewer fund decreased $170,451, which is mainly due to 

the fund's positive operations as noted below, offset by interest payments made on long-term debt.  

 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Operating Revenues $1,376,736 $1,536,698 $1,299,237 $1,374,025 $1,400,945

Operating Expenses 1,018,537 1,091,516 1,125,314 1,305,135 1,318,504

Operating Income with Depreciation 358,199 445,182 173,923 68,890 82,441

Operating Income without Depreciation 904,779 995,748 731,049 670,642 723,267
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SANITARY SEWER FUND (CONTINUED) 
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Executive Summary 

The following is an executive summary of financial and business related updates to assist you in staying 

current on emerging issues in accounting and finance. This summary will give you a preview of the new 

standards that have been recently issued and what is on the horizon for the near future. The most recent 

and significant update includes: 

 

 Accounting Standard Update – GASB Statement No. 87 – Leases – GASB has issued GASB 

Statement No. 87 relating to accounting and financial reporting for leases. This new statement 

establishes a single model for lease accounting based on the principle that leases are financing of 

the right to use an underlying asset.  

 

The following is an extensive summary of the current update. As your continued business partner, we 

are committed to keeping you informed of new and emerging issues. We are happy to discuss these 

issues with you further and their applicability to your City.  

 

ACCOUNTING STANDARD UPDATE – GASB STATEMENT NO. 87 – LEASES  
 

The objective of this statement is to better meet the information needs of financial statement users by 

improving accounting and financial reporting for leases by governments. This statement increases the 

usefulness of governments’ financial statements by requiring recognition of certain lease assets and 

liabilities for leases that previously were classified as operating leases and recognized as inflows of 

resources or outflows of resources based on the payment provisions of the contract. It establishes a 

single model for lease accounting based on the foundational principle that leases are financings of the 

right to use an underlying asset. Under this statement, a lessee is required to recognize a lease liability 

and an intangible right-to-use lease asset, and a lessor is required to recognize a lease receivable and a 

deferred inflow of resources, thereby enhancing the relevance and consistency of information about 

governments' leasing activities. 

 

A lease is defined as a contract that conveys control of the right to use another entity’s nonfinancial asset 

(the underlying asset) as specified in the contract for a period of time in an exchange or exchange-like 

transaction. Examples of nonfinancial assets include buildings, land, vehicles, and equipment. Any 

contract that meets this definition should be accounted for under the leases guidance, unless specifically 

excluded in this statement.  

 

A short-term lease is defined as a lease that, at the commencement of the lease term, has a maximum 

possible term under the lease contract of 12 months (or less), including any options to extend, regardless 

of their probability of being exercised. Lessees and lessors should recognize short-term lease payments 

as outflows of resources or inflows of resources, respectively, based on the payment provisions of the 

lease contract.  
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ACCOUNTING STANDARD UPDATE – GASB STATEMENT NO. 87 – LEASES 

  (CONTINUED) 
 

A lessee should recognize a lease liability and a lease asset at the commencement of the lease term, 

unless the lease is a short-term lease or it transfers ownership of the underlying asset. The lease liability 

should be measured at the present value of payments expected to be made during the lease term (less any 

lease incentives). The lease asset should be measured at the amount of the initial measurement of the 

lease liability, plus any payments made to the lessor at or before the commencement of the lease term 

and certain direct costs. A lessee should reduce the lease liability as payments are made and recognize 

an outflow of resources (for example, expense) for interest on the liability. The lessee should amortize 

the lease asset in a systematic and rational manner over the shorter of the lease term or the useful life of 

the underlying asset. The notes to financial statements should include a description of leasing 

arrangements, the amount of lease assets recognized, and a schedule of future lease payments to be 

made. 

 

A lessor should recognize a lease receivable and a deferred inflow of resources at the commencement of 

the lease term, with certain exceptions for leases of assets held as investments, certain regulated leases, 

short-term leases, and leases that transfer ownership of the underlying asset. A lessor should not 

derecognize the asset underlying the lease. The lease receivable should be measured at the present value 

of lease payments expected to be received during the lease term. The deferred inflow of resources 

should be measured at the value of the lease receivable plus any payments received at or before the 

commencement of the lease term that relate to future periods. A lessor should recognize interest revenue 

on the lease receivable and an inflow of resources (for example, revenue) from the deferred inflows of 

resources in a systematic and rational manner over the term of the lease. The notes to financial 

statements should include a description of leasing arrangements and the total amount of inflows of 

resources recognized from leases.  

 

GASB Statement No. 87 is effective for reporting periods beginning after June 15, 2021.  

 

Information provided above was obtained from www.gasb.org. 
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Independent Auditor's Report 

 

 

Honorable Mayor and Members  

  of the City Council  

City of Princeton 

Princeton, Minnesota 

 

 

Report on the Financial Statements 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type 

activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes to financial 

statements, which collectively comprise the City's basic financial statements as listed in the Table of 

Contents.  

 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 

accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 

the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 

presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 

error.  

 

Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We did not 

audit the financial statements of the Princeton Public Utilities Commission, which represent 100% of the 

assets and revenues of the Princeton Public Utilities Commission discretely presented component unit 

column. These statements were audited by other auditors whose report thereon has been furnished to us, 

and our opinion expressed herein, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for the Princeton Public 

Utilities Commission, is based solely upon the report of the other auditors. We conducted our audit in 

accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and the standards 

applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller 

General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 

reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 

the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the 

assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or 

error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the City's 

preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are 

appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of 

the City's internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating 

the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting 

estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial 

statements. 
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Auditor's Responsibility (Continued) 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 

our audit opinions. 

 

Opinions  

In our opinion, based on our audit and the report of other auditors, the financial statements referred to on 

the previous page present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial position of the 

governmental activities, the business-type activities, the Public Utilities Commission discretely 

presented component unit, each major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of 

Princeton, Minnesota, as of December 31, 2019, and the respective changes in financial position and, 

where applicable, cash flows thereof, and the budgetary comparison for the General Fund and Economic 

Development Authority Special Revenue Fund for the year then ended in accordance with accounting 

principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

 

Other Matters 
 

Required Supplementary Information  
 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the Management's 

Discussion and Analysis, which follows this report letter, and the Required Supplementary Information 

as identified in the Table of Contents, be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such 

information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental 

Accounting Standards Board (GASB), who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for 

placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. We 

have applied certain limited procedures to the Required Supplementary Information in accordance with 

auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 

management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 

consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements and other 

knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion 

or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with 

sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 

 

Other Information  

 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 

collectively comprise the City's basic financial statements. The accompanying supplementary 

information identified in the Table of Contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not 

a required part of the financial statements. The combining and individual fund financial statements are 

the responsibility of management and were derived from and relate directly to, the underlying accounting 

and other records used to prepare the financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the 

auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional 

procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting 

and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements 

themselves, and other procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 

States of America. In our opinion, the combining and individual nonmajor fund financial statements are 

fairly stated, in all material respects in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole.  
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated June 17, 2020, 

on our consideration of the City of Princeton's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of 

its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 

matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 

financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 

effectiveness of internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part 

of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the City of 

Princeton's internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

St. Cloud, Minnesota 

June 17, 2020
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City of Princeton 

Management's Discussion and Analysis 

 

 

As management of the City of Princeton (the "City"), we offer readers of the City's financial statement 

this narrative overview and analysis of the financial activities of the City for the year ended 

December 31, 2019.  

 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 The assets of the City exceeded its liabilities (net position) at the close of the recent year by 

$30,425,639, which is an increase of $893,501 (3.0%) compared to the December 31, 2018, 

amount. Of this amount, $9,030,229 for 2019 and $7,588,383 for 2018 were unrestricted net 

position amounts available to be used to meet the City's ongoing obligations to citizens and 

creditors. 

 The City's total net position increase of $893,501 during the year 2019 resulted from a 

combination of a $847,447 increase from the governmental funds and an increase of $46,054 

from the proprietary funds. The increase in the governmental funds was primarily due to the 

operating result in the General Fund of a revenue surplus of $112,121, the operating surplus for 

the year in the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Fund 351 of $379.297 in large part due to the 

redistribution of excess tax increment funds of $142,477, the establishment of a Fire Truck fund  

that yielded money received from participating townships prior to a large fire truck purchase that 

will occur in 2020 of $289,797 and funds received from Federal Highway grant as a 

reimbursement for engineering expenses on the roundabout on Highway 95 and County Road 21 

of $145,640. The increase in the proprietary funds was primarily the result of operating income in 

the City’s Liquor Fund which is one of the three proprietary funds. This was partially offset by 

operating losses in the other two proprietary funds the Sanitary Sewer and the Airport Fund.  

 At the end of 2019, the City's governmental funds reported combined ending fund balances of 

$7,814,920, an increase of $593,392 (8.22%). This was largely due to increases in the General 

Fund and CIP Fund and the Fire Truck receipts in 2019 prior to expenditures in 2020. 

 At year end, the General Fund balance was $3,192,238. 

 The City's total bonded debt decreased by $845,273 (4.60%) during the current year. This was 

entirely due to the payments of current maturities during the year.  

 

OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the City's basic financial 

statements. The City's basic financial statements are comprised of three components: 1) government-

wide financial statements, 2) fund financial statements, and 3) notes to financial statements. This report 

also contains other supplementary information in addition to the basic financial statements themselves. 

 

Government-Wide Financial Statements. The government-wide financial statements are designed to 

provide readers with a broad overview of the City's finances, in a manner similar to a private-sector 

business. 

 

The Statement of Net Position presents information on all of the City's assets and liabilities, with the 

difference between the two reported as net position. Over time, increases or decreases in net position 

may be useful to indicate if the financial position of the City is improving or deteriorating. 
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The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the City's net position changed during 

the most recent year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the underlying event giving rise 

to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus, revenues and expenses are 

reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in future periods (e.g., 

uncollected taxes and earned but unused vacation leave). 

 

Both of the government-wide financial statements distinguish functions of the City that are principally 

supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that 

are intended to recover all or a significant portion of their costs through user fees and charges (business-

type activities). The governmental activities of the City include general government, public safety, 

public works, economic development, park and recreation, and cemetery. The business-type activities of 

the City include a liquor store, sanitary sewer system, and municipal airport.  

 

The government-wide financial statements include not only the City itself (known as the primary 

government), but also the Public Utilities Commission, which is a legally separate entity that operates a 

water system and an electric generation and distribution system. Financial information for this 

component unit is reported separately from the financial information presented for the primary 

government itself.  

 

The government-wide financial statements can be found on pages 16-17 of this report. 

 

Fund Financial Statements. A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control 

over resources that have been segregated for specific activities or objectives. The City, like other state 

and local governments, uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance-related 

legal requirements. All of the funds of the City can be divided into three categories: governmental funds, 

proprietary funds, and fiduciary funds. 

 

Governmental Funds.  Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same functions 

reported as governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the 

government-wide financial statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term 

inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources available at 

the end of the one year. Such information may be useful in evaluating a city's near-term financing 

requirements. 

 

Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial 

statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar 

information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. By 

doing so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the City's near-term financing 

decisions. Both the governmental fund Balance Sheet and the governmental fund Statement of 

Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this 

comparison between governmental funds and governmental activities. 
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Management's Discussion and Analysis 

 

 

The City maintains 54 individual governmental funds. Information is presented separately in the 

governmental fund Balance Sheet and in the governmental fund Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, 

and Changes in Fund Balances for the General Fund, Special Revenue Fund (Economic Development 

Authority) and Capital Project Fund (Capital Improvements) all of which are presented as major funds. 

Data from the other 51 governmental funds are combined into a single, aggregated presentation. 

Individual fund data for each of these non-major governmental funds is provided as supplementary 

information in the form of combining statements elsewhere in this report.  
 

The City adopts an annual appropriated budget for its General Fund and the Special Revenue Funds. A 

budgetary comparison statement has been provided for the General Fund. 

 

The basic governmental fund financial statements can be found on pages 18-23 of this report. 

 

Proprietary Funds.  There are two different types of proprietary funds. Enterprise funds are used to 

report the same functions presented as business-type activities in the government-wide financial 

statements. The City uses enterprise funds to account for its liquor store, sanitary sewer, and airport 

operations. Internal service funds are an accounting device used to accumulate and allocate costs 

internally among the various functions. The City does not use internal service funds to allocate internal 

costs.  

 

The proprietary fund financial statements provide separate information for the liquor store, sanitary 

sewer, and airport, all of which are considered to be major funds of the City.  

 

The basic proprietary fund financial statements can be found on pages 24-26 of this report. 

 

Fiduciary Funds.  Fiduciary funds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties 

outside the City. The City does not maintain funds of this type. 

 

Notes to Financial Statements. The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full 

understanding of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements.  

 

The notes to financial statements can be found on pages 27-68 of this report. 

 

Other Information.  In addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report 

also presents certain required supplementary information concerning the City's progress in funding its 

obligation to provide pension benefits to its employees. Required Supplementary Information can be 

found on pages 70-80 of this report. 

 

The combining statements referred to earlier in connection with non-major governmental funds are 

presented immediately following the required supplementary information on pensions. Combining and 

individual fund statements and schedules can be found on pages 82-104 of this report. 
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Government-Wide Financial Analysis 
As noted earlier, net position may serve over time as a useful indicator of a City's financial position. In 

the case of the City, assets exceeded liabilities (net position) by $30,425,639 at the close of the most 

recent year. 

City of Princeton's Net Position 

 
Governmental Business-Type Total Total

Activities Activities 12/31/19 12/31/18

Assets

Current and other assets 9,490,480$       5,983,346$       15,473,826$     14,609,484$     

Capital assets 11,564,079       24,416,087       35,980,166       36,460,496       

Total assets 21,054,559$     30,399,433$     51,453,992$     51,069,980$     

Deferred Outflows 

of Resources 1,134,795$       43,242$            1,178,037$       1,623,945$       

Liabilities

Other liabilities 1,120,404$       631,265$          1,751,669$       1,619,966$       

Long-term liabilities 4,543,563         14,496,097       19,039,660       19,756,087       

Total liabilities 5,663,967$       15,127,362$     20,791,329$     21,376,053$     

Deferred Inflows 

of Resources 1,344,804$       70,257$            1,415,061$       1,785,734$       

Net Position

Net investment in capital assets 8,759,537$       10,007,940$     18,627,258$     18,364,322$     

Restricted 2,768,152         -                        2,768,152         3,848,617         

Unrestricted 3,652,894         5,237,116         9,030,229         7,319,199         

Total net position 15,180,583$     15,245,056$     30,425,639$     29,532,138$     

The largest portion (61.68%) of the City's net position reflects its investment in capital assets (e.g., land, 

buildings, equipment net of depreciation) less related outstanding debt used to acquire the assets. The 

City uses these capital assets to provide services to citizens; consequently, these assets are not available 

for future spending. Although the City's investment in its capital assets is reported net of related debt, it 

should be noted the resources needed to repay this debt must be provided from other sources. Since the 

capital assets themselves are used to provide services, they cannot be used to liquidate these liabilities. 
 

An additional 9.10% of the City's net position represents resources that are subject to external 

restrictions on how they are used. The predominant restriction is for debt service, which comprises 

89.16% of the restricted net position classification. The remaining balance of unrestricted net position, 

$8,890,010 may be used to meet the City's ongoing commitments and obligations. At the end of the 

current year, the City is able to report positive balances in all three categories of net position. This is true 

for the City as a whole, and its separate governmental and business-type activities. 
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City of Princeton's Change in Net Position 

 
Governmental Business-type Total Total

Activities Activities 12/31/2019 12/31/2018

Revenue

Program revenues

  Charges for services 1,131,708$        5,864,093$      6,995,801$     6,242,975$      

  Operating grants and

     contributions 147,868             430                  148,298          175,056           

  Capital grants and contributions 420,017             54,988             475,005          439,109           

General revenues

  Property taxes 2,432,353          -                       2,432,353       2,438,594        

  Franchise fees 166,323             -                       166,323          -                       

  Tax increments 85,353               -                       85,353            168,548           

  Intergovernmental 898,421             -                       898,421          894,507           

  PUC payment in lieu of taxes 52,500               -                       52,500            52,500             

  Other revenue 150,860             -                       150,860          8,492               

     Gain on sale of asset 100,000             -                       100,000          3,325               

  Investment income 166,610             100,714           267,324          97,701             

     Total revenues 5,752,013          6,020,225        11,772,238     10,520,807      

Expenses

  General government 739,552             -                       739,552          629,401           

  Public safety 2,270,971          -                       2,270,971       1,911,450        

  Cemetery 45,313               -                       45,313            33,946             

  Public works 1,324,472          -                       1,324,472       1,405,762        

  Parks and recreation 283,032             -                       283,032          543,899           

  Economic development 305,735             -                       305,735          442,285           

  Interest on long-term debt 83,561               -                       83,561            92,580             

  Sewer -                         1,603,379        1,603,379       1,591,313        

  Municipal liquor -                         3,935,096        3,935,096       3,548,037        

  Airport -                         287,626           287,626          308,405           

      Total expenses 5,052,636          5,826,101        10,878,737     10,507,078      

Change in net position before transfers 699,377             194,124           893,501          13,729             

Transfers 148,070             (148,070)          -                      -                       

Change in net position 847,447             46,054              893,501          13,729             

Net position - January 1 14,333,136        15,199,002      29,532,138     29,442,921      

Change in accounting principle (Note 14) -                         -                       -                      75,488             

Net position - December 31 15,180,583$      15,245,056$    30,425,639$   29,532,138$    

There was an increase of $893,501 in the City's net position during the current year. The primary reason 

for this increase was operating results in the General Fund and the CIP Fund and reimbursement of 

engineering fees from Federal Highway grant funds and the operating income in the Liquor Fund.  
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Governmental Activities.  Governmental activities increased the City's net position by $847,447. This 

increase resulted primarily from increases in the General and CIP Funds, grant reimbursement of 

expenses and timing differences in expenditures and project financing in the Fire Truck Fund funds and 

the Park Improvement Fund.  

 

Business-Type Activities.  Business-type activities resulted in a net position increase of $46,054 which 

slightly increased the City’s total net position. This resulted primarily from net operating income in one 

of the three proprietary funds. 

 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF THE CITY'S FUNDS 
 

As noted earlier, the City uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance-

related legal requirements. 

 

Governmental Funds.  The focus of the City's governmental funds is to provide information on near-

term inflows, outflows and balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing the 

City's financing requirements. In particular, unrestricted fund balance may serve as a useful measure of a 

City's net resources available for spending at the end of the year. 

       

General Fund Special Revenue Debt Service Capital Projects Totals

2019 3,192,238 -821,788 2,026,874 3,417,596 7,814,920

2018 3,080,117 -921,211 1,919,955 3,142,667 7,221,528
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Fund Balance Summary

2019 2018

 
As of the end of the current year, the City's governmental funds reported combined ending fund balances 

of $7,814,920, an increase of $593,392 (8.22%) from the prior year. This increase was primarily due to 

the operations of the governmental funds. There was some increase in fund balances in all four of the 

fund types with a significant increase in capital projects. The City reported a total unrestricted fund 

balance of $5,340,145 at December 31, 2019, which was a decrease of $1,107,357 from the prior year. A 

significant portion of this change was due to lower fund balance in 2018 due to capital asset 

expenditures made in 2018 prior to the funding being received. 

 

The General Fund is the chief operating fund of the City providing for what is viewed as essential 

services. At the end of the current year, the fund balance of the General Fund was $3,192,238 of which 

95.65% was unassigned and considered available for spending; however, 64.30% of the unassigned 

balance is designated by the City Council for working capital (cash flow) purposes.  
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Management's Discussion and Analysis 

 
 

The General Fund balance increased by $112,121 (3.64%) during the year. This increase was 

$118,499 less than the 2018 decrease of $230,620. Key factors of the difference between the two years' 

fund balance changes are as follows: 

 

 Property tax revenues of the General Fund decreased by $15,140 as opposed to an increase in 

2018 of $129,708. 

 There was an increase in intergovernmental revenue of $17,586, which was primarily due to a 

$14,213 increase in police Public Employee Retirement Association aid.  

 Licenses and permits increased by $21,225, which was due to an increase of $4,771 in building 

permits, a $7,274 increase of cable franchise fees and a $8,975 increase in liquor licenses. Fines 

and forfeitures increased by $2,895. There was a revenue increase of $6,708 in miscellaneous. 

 There was a revenue increase of $9,472 in charges for services resulting from a $31,430 increase 

in lease revenue which was offset by a $16,025 decrease in planning fees and a $6,836 decrease 

in splash park revenue. Investment income increased by $14,276 due to the increasing interest 

rates and higher market value of current investments.  

 There was a $113,269 increase in total expenditures as compared to a $372,966 decrease in 2018. 

There were increases in general government of $59,177 due in large part to the 2019 salary 

increase in administration personnel cost of and other wage and benefit increases and a vacancy 

in the planning department for much of 2018 that was filled for all of 2019, in public safety of 

$69,934, in public works of $32,066. Most of these increases are due to salary and benefit 

increases. There were decreases of $40,391 in parks and recreation partially due to decreases of 

$11,738 in splash park expenses and $25,454 in Library costs from a reduction in repairs, 

Economic development also decreased $9,122. 

 There was a slight increase in capital outlay for the year of $1,477 comprised of increases in 

general government of $33,599 and public safety of $54,871 and decreases in public works of 

$69,547, and parks and recreation of $17,446. 

 

Debt Service Funds had a total fund balance of $2,026,874, all of which is restricted for the payment of 

debt service. This was an increase in fund balance during the current year of $106,919, which is the 

result of payment of current maturities offset by payments of assessments and taxes.  

 

Proprietary Funds.  The City's proprietary funds provide the same type of information found in the 

government-wide financial statements – business-type activities, but in more detail. 
 

Total net position of the Liquor Fund at the end of the year amounted to $5,741,143, the Sanitary Sewer 

Fund was $7,266,921 and the Airport Fund was $2,236,992. Unrestricted net position, which are 

amounts available for operating expenditures and spending at the discretion of the City, at year-end for 

the Liquor Fund amounted to $4,576,165, the Sanitary Sewer Fund was $700,481 and the Airport 

unrestricted net position was $(39,530). The increase (decrease) in unrestricted net position for each of 

these Funds were $345,603, ($170,451) and $(129,098), respectively. The increase in the Liquor fund 

result predominantly from the operations of the revenue generating funds. The decreases in the Sanitary 

Sewer Fund and Airport Fund are largely due to interest on outstanding debt and overall Airport 

operations. 
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GENERAL FUND BUDGETARY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The change from the original budget and the final amended budget was a significant $431,235 decrease 

in appropriations (9.90%), and included cuts of $70,540 in general government activities, $85,795 in 

public safety, $27,470 in public works, $219,400 in capital outlay and $28,030 in parks and recreation.  
 

The eventual difference between the final amended budget and the actual amount of the change in fund 

balance was $200,094. The major factors that resulted in this difference were favorable variances of 

$195,460 in general government expenditures and $130,321 in capital outlay, $11,619 in property taxes 

received, $14,745 in intergovernmental revenue, $11,143 in charges for services, $4,882 in fines and 

forfeitures and $16,894 in investment income. Those favorable variances were offset by unfavorable 

variances of $333,455 in net transfers, $28,506 in licenses and permits, $140,786 in miscellaneous 

revenue, $39,371 in public safety, $651 in cemetery, $16,937 in public works, $17,835 in parks and 

recreation, $7,617 in economic development. 
 

CAPITAL ASSET AND DEBT ADMINISTRATION 
 

Capital Assets.  The City's investment in capital assets (net of accumulated depreciation) for its 

governmental and business-type activities amounts to $35,980,166 as of December 31, 2019, and 

$36,460,496 as of December 31, 2018. Capital assets include land rights, buildings and improvements, 

equipment, park facilities, roads, sidewalks, and utility infrastructure and construction in progress.  
 

Major capital asset events during the current year included the following:  

 Design engineering was done on an airport runway restoration project in 2019, which will be 

constructed and completed in 2020. That brought construction in progress to a balance of 

$728,703 in the busines-type funds. A major portion of the Great Northern Trail was done, but 

not completed which left a balance of $451,881 in governmental fund construction in progress. 

 Total depreciation expense for 2019 was $1,469,649. 
 

City of Princeton's Capital Assets 

(Net of Depreciation) 
 

    Governmental Business-type Total Total

    Activities Activities 12/31/2019 12/31/2018

 $     1,685,946  $     1,036,041  $     2,721,987  $     2,690,594 

        3,454,786         1,347,914         4,802,700         4,977,247 

      

           664,623       20,707,055       21,371,678       21,930,165 

Machinery and         1,581,461            596,374         2,177,835         2,130,692 

Infrastructure         3,725,382                        -         3,725,382         3,951,868 

           451,881            728,703         1,180,584            779,930 

Total  $   11,564,079  $   24,416,087  $   35,980,166  $   36,460,496 

Construction in progress

Land and easements

Buildings

Improvements other than

  buildings

Additional information on the City's capital assets can be found in Note 4 on pages 40-42 of this report. 
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Long-Term Debt.  At the end of the year, the City had total bonded debt outstanding of $17,520,085. 

The City has $1,880,000 that is legally backed solely by the full faith and credit of the City. The City 

intends to pay the debt service on this bond with revenue from the Liquor Fund. An additional 

$1,231,938 is special assessment debt for which the City is liable in the event of default by the property 

owners subject to the assessment and for the difference between the amount of the debt and the special 

assessment amounts applied to the benefitting properties. The remainder of the City's debt, $14,408,147 

represents bonds secured by specified revenue sources (i.e. revenue bonds) for which the City is liable in 

the event the revenue sources are insufficient to pay the debt service. 

 

City of Princeton's Outstanding Debt 

General Obligation and Revenue Bonds 

 
    Governmental Business-type Total Total

    Activities Activities 12/31/2019 12/31/2018

           

       

 $   1,231,938  $                 -  $   1,231,938  $   1,525,000 

       

      1,880,000                     -       1,880,000       1,995,000 

            

                     -     14,408,147     14,408,147     14,803,491 

           
 $   3,111,938  $ 14,408,147  $ 17,520,085  $ 18,323,491 Total

Special assessment debt with

  governmental commitment

Revenue bonds with

  governmental commitment

General obligation capital 

  improvement

The City's total bonded indebtedness decreased by $803,406 (4.38%) during the year. This decrease was 

due to payments on current maturities. 

 

The City has an "AA-" rating from Standard & Poor's for general obligation (G.O.) debt. The Public 

Utilities Commission maintains a Baa1 rating from Moody's. 

 

Minnesota Statutes Section 475.53 limits the amount of G.O. debt a governmental entity may issue to 

3% of its total assessed valuation. The current debt limitation for the City is $9,397,062. As of 

December 31, 2019, the City had $1,880,000 of G.O. debt. 

 

Additional information on the City's long-term debt can be found in Note 8 of this report. 
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ECONOMIC FACTORS AND NEW YEAR'S BUDGETS AND RATES 
 

 The City is situated in two counties, Mille Lacs and Sherburne. The 2019 average annual 

unemployment rate for Mille Lacs was at 5.5% and the Sherburne rate was 3.6% at the end of the 

year. This was an increase from the 2018 rate of 4.8% for Mille Lacs County and 3.2% for 

Sherburne County. Compare this to the state's annual 2019 unemployment rate of 3.2% and the 

national rate of 3.7%. The City has economic similarities to both Counties and the City factors in 

this information when setting its budget and tax levy. 

 The inflationary trend in the region that includes the Minneapolis-St. Paul area was at an annual 

2.1% compared to the national rate of 1.8% for the 2019 annual rate. 

 During the years 2008 through 2012, the City received LGA and Market Value Credit Aid 

reductions of $1,058,726. Although the City had the option of increasing the property taxes to 

offset this amount, tax levy increases were held to a minimum through the 2020 budget in order 

to reduce the impact on the taxpayers.  
 

These are some of the factors considered by the City Council and staff in preparing the City's budget for 

the 2020 year. 
 

Other factors considered, was that a rate study for the sanitary sewer system was completed in 2011. The 

cost of the Wastewater Treatment Facility improvements and associated operating cost increases 

required that rates needed an increase of 169%. This increase was implemented in two phases. The first 

increase occurred in November 2011 and the second increase took effect in May 2012. The sewer access 

charge was increased in 2007 to assist in the payment of system repairs and enhancements. A sewer 

trunk fee was initiated in 2005 to assure new development pays for the cost of extensions and new 

facilities. Construction of the public safety building was completed in 2014 addressed serious space 

deficiencies and modernizes the two departments, the larger facility has had and will continue to have an 

ongoing impact on future budgets with utility and maintenance requirements. The major portion of the 

Wastewater Treatment Facility was completed in 2014. This expansion also addressed capacity issues, 

but expansion will impact the budget for this fund with increased operating and maintenance costs. The 

Highway 95 and 21st Avenue roundabout was completed in 2018, but final as-built engineering and cost 

allocation carried over to 2019. Planning, engineering and construction was nearly completed on the 

Great Northern Trail project 2019 with minor finishing work to be completed in 2020. 

 

Obviously the Covid-19 pandemic was not considered when setting the 2020 budget since it began after 

the budget was adopted. The full effect of this virus on the City of Princeton is unknown, but with the 

City’s healthy General Fund cash and fund balances, the City should be in a position to weather the 

financial impacts in the short-term without major service disruptions. 
 

REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
 

This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of the City's finances for all those with 

an interest in the City's finances. Questions concerning any of the information provided in this report or 

request for additional financial information should be addressed to City of Princeton, 705 Second Street 

North, Princeton, Minnesota 55371. However, questions concerning information provided in this report 

or a request for additional financial information regarding the component unit, the Princeton Public 

Utilities Commission, should be addressed to Princeton Public Utilities, 907 1st Street, Princeton, 

Minnesota 55371. 
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City of Princeton

Statement of Net Position

December 31, 2019

Component Unit

Governmental 

Activities

Business-Type 

Activities Total

Public Utilities 

Commission

Assets

Cash and investments (including cash equivalents) 8,866,248$     3,574,602$     12,440,850$   4,106,926$     

Cash with fiscal agent -                     -                     -                     247,558          

Property tax receivable 55,915            -                     55,915            -                     

Accounts receivable 55,769            1,084              56,853            874,429          

Interest receivable 38,085            1,085              39,170            -                     

Due from other governments 168,592          231,222          399,814          11,021            

Internal balances (1,258,147)      1,258,147       -                     -                     

Notes receivable

Due within one year 3,736              -                     3,736              -                     

Due after one year 28,046            -                     28,046            -                     

Special assessments receivable

Due within one year 68,860            -                     68,860            -                     

Due after one year 412,607          -                     412,607          -                     

Inventories -                     745,095          745,095          491,780          

Land held for resale 361,401          -                     361,401          -                     

Contract for deed

Due within one year -                     4,993              4,993              -                     

Due after one year -                     144,598          144,598          -                     

Prepaid expenses 160,695          22,520            183,215          7,939              

Net pension asset - Fire Relief Association 528,673          -                     528,673          -                     

Capital assets not being depreciated

Land 1,683,312       1,036,041       2,719,353       33,162            

Easements 2,634              -                     2,634              -                     

Construction in progress 451,881          728,703          1,180,584       -                     

Capital assets being depreciated

  (net of accumulated depreciation)

Buildings and systems 3,454,786       1,347,914       4,802,700       965,036          

Other improvements 664,623          -                     664,623          -                     

Sewer and water improvements -                     20,707,055     20,707,055     -                     

Machinery and equipment 1,581,461       596,374          2,177,835       1,146,305       

Infrastructure 3,725,382       -                     3,725,382       12,461,057     

Restricted assets

Reserve fund -                     -                     -                     564,088          

Debt retirement -                     -                     -                     370,285          

Improvements and replacements -                     -                     -                     1,925,124       

Total assets 21,054,559     30,399,433     51,453,992     23,204,710     

Deferred Outflows of Resources

Deferred amount from bond refunding 167,177          -                     167,177          -                     

Deferred outflows of resources related to pensions 962,690          42,043            1,004,733       86,193            

Deferred outflows of resources related to OPEB 4,928              1,199              6,127              -                     

Total deferred outflows of resources 1,134,795       43,242            1,178,037       86,193            

Total assets and deferred outflows of resources 22,189,354$   30,442,675$   52,632,029$   23,290,903$   

Liabilities

Accounts payable 161,886$        104,739$        266,625$        421,408$        

Due to other governments 153,023          42,289            195,312          112,851          

Unearned revenue 69,357            5,843              75,200            20,729            

Salaries and benefits payable 107,239          23,124            130,363          38,594            

Interest payable 31,899            10,145            42,044            20,118            

Customer meter deposits -                     -                     -                     244,718          

Severance payable -                     -                     -                     141,584          

Bond principal payable, net

Payable within one year 453,000          405,000          858,000          928,000          

Payable after one year 2,658,938       14,003,147     16,662,085     4,306,000       

Compensated absences payable

Payable within one year 144,000          40,125            184,125          -                     

Payable after one year 283,764          80,445            364,209          -                     

Other post employment benefits (OPEB) payable 94,313            22,954            117,267          -                     

Net pension liability 1,506,548       389,551          1,896,099       917,778          

Total liabilities 5,663,967       15,127,362     20,791,329     7,151,780       

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Deferred rate stabilization -                     -                     -                     1,307,198       

Deferred inflows of resources related to pensions 1,344,804       70,257            1,415,061       220,445          

Deferred solar subscriptions -                     -                     -                     11,852            

Total deferred inflows of resources 1,344,804       70,257            1,415,061       1,539,495       

Net Position

Net investment in capital assets 8,759,537       10,007,940     18,627,258     9,371,560       

Restricted for

Debt service 2,468,029       -                     2,468,029       1,181,931       

Capital asset replacement cost -                     -                     -                     1,925,124       

Other purposes 300,123          -                     300,123          -                     

Unrestricted 3,652,894       5,237,116       9,030,229       2,121,013       

Total net position 15,180,583     15,245,056     30,425,639     14,599,628     

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of resources, and net position 22,189,354$   30,442,675$   52,632,029$   23,290,903$   

See notes to financial statements. 16
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Component Unit

Program Revenue

Expenses

Charges for 

Services

Operating 

Grants and 

Contributions

Capital Grants 

and 

Contributions

Governmental 

Activities

Business-Type 

Activities Total

Public Utilities 

Commission

Governmental activities

General government 739,552$   116,599$   1,372$   -$  (621,581)$   -$  (621,581)$   -$   

Public safety 2,270,971       935,312 139,828 259,027 (936,804)         - (936,804) - 

Cemetery 45,313 21,955 - - (23,358) - (23,358) - 

Public works 1,324,472       5,731 - 160,990 (1,157,751)      - (1,157,751) - 

Parks and recreation 283,032 48,084 6,610 - (251,041) - (251,041) - 

Economic development 305,735 4,027 58 - (278,947) - (278,947) - 

Interest on long-term debt 83,561 - - - (83,561)           - (83,561) - 

Total governmental activities 5,052,636       1,131,708       147,868 420,017 (3,353,043)      - (3,353,043) - 

Business-type activities

Water - - - - - - - 250,724 

Sewer 1,603,379       1,408,930       385 - - (194,064)         (194,064)         - 

Municipal Liquor 3,935,096       4,365,868       - - - 430,772 430,772 - 

Airport 287,626 89,295 45 54,988 - (143,298) (143,298)         - 

Electric - - - - - - - 374,736 

Total business-type activities 5,826,101       5,864,093       430 54,988 - 93,410 93,410 625,460 

Total governmental and
business-type activities 10,878,737$   6,995,801$   148,298$   475,005$   (3,353,043)      93,410 (3,259,633)      625,460 

General revenues

Property taxes 2,432,353       - 2,432,353 - 

Franchise fees 166,323 - 166,323 - 

Tax increments 85,353 - 85,353 - 

State aids 898,421 - 898,421 - 

PUC payment in lieu of taxes 52,500 - 52,500 - 

Investment income 166,610 100,714 267,324 87,344 

Miscellaneous 150,860 - 150,860 26,825 

Gain on sale of asset 100,000 - 100,000 - 

Transfers 148,070 (148,070)         - - 

Total general revenues and  transfers 4,200,490       (47,356) 4,153,134       114,169 

Change in net position 847,447 46,054 893,501 739,629 

Net position - beginning 14,333,136     15,199,002     29,532,138     13,859,999     

Net Position - ending 15,180,583$   15,245,056$   30,425,639$   14,599,628$   

17 See notes to financial statements.

Functions/Programs

 and Changes in Net Position

Net (Expense) Revenue

Primary Government

City of Princeton

Statement of Activities

Year Ended December 31, 2019

Note: This Statement of Activities template does not link any groups/subgroups designated as 'FD' (stands for Funds Financial Statements) in the
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Special Revenue Capital Projects

General Fund 

(101, 202)

Economic 

Development 

Authority (600)

Capital 

Improvements 

(351)

Other 

Governmental 

Funds

Total 

Governmental 

Funds

Assets

Cash and investments 3,273,423$     23$   2,480,456$     3,112,346$   8,866,248$   

Taxes receivable - delinquent 48,532 423 4,107 2,853 55,915 

Special assessments receivable

Delinquent - - - 6,863 6,863 

Deferred - - - 474,604 474,604 

Accounts receivable 10,054 - - 45,715 55,769 

Interest receivable 33,165 - - 4,920 38,085 

Due from other funds - - 1,914,934       - 1,914,934 

Due from other governments 134,691 - - 33,901 168,592 

Notes receivable - - - 31,782 31,782 

Inventories - - - - - 

Land held for resale - 361,400 - 1 361,401 

Prepaid expenses 87,270 80 - 73,345 160,695 

Advance to other funds - - 202,467 2,832 205,299 

Total assets 3,587,135$     361,926$   4,601,964$   3,789,162$   12,340,187$   

Liabilities

Accounts and contracts payable 50,843 - - 111,043 161,886 

Due to other funds - 1,281,514 - 1,891,567 3,173,081       

Due to other governments 19,134 - - 133,889 153,023 

Salaries and benefits payable 104,694 1,826 - 719 107,239 

Unearned revenue 67,694 - - 1,663 69,357 

Compensated absences - - - - - 

Interest payable - 1,651 - - 1,651 

Advance from other funds - - - 205,299 205,299 

Total liabilities 242,365 1,284,991       - 2,344,180 3,871,536       

Deferred Inflows Resources

Unavailable revenue - long-term assets 104,000 - - 12,349 116,349 

Unavailable revenue - property taxes 48,532 423 4,107 2,853 55,915 

Unavailable revenue - special assessments - - - 481,467 481,467 

Total deferred inflows of resources 152,532 423 4,107 496,669 653,731 

Fund Balances

Nonspendable 87,270 80 - 73,345 160,695 

Restricted - - - 2,314,080       2,314,080       

Assigned 51,474 - 4,597,857 839,549 5,488,880       

Unassigned 3,053,494       (923,568)         - (2,278,661) (148,735)         

Total fund balances 3,192,238       (923,488)         4,597,857       948,313 7,814,920       

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of
 resources, and fund balances 3,587,135$     361,926$   4,601,964$   3,789,162$     12,340,187$   

See notes to financial statements. 18 
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Balance Sheet - Governmental Funds
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City of Princeton

Reconciliation of the Balance Sheet to

the Statement of Net Position - Governmental Funds

December 31, 2019

Total fund balances - governmental funds 7,814,920$     

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of Net Position are different because:

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not current financial resources and, therefore, are not 

reported as assets in governmental funds.

Cost of capital assets 23,588,642     

Less accumulated depreciation (12,024,563)    

Long-term liabilities, including bonds payable, are not due and payable in the current period and, therefore,

are not reported as liabilities in the funds.

Long-term liabilities at year-end consist of:

Bond principal payable, net of premiums (3,111,938)      

Compensated absences payable (427,764)         

OPEB payable (94,313) 

Net pension liability (1,506,548)      

The loss on refunding of bonds payable is deferred and amortized over the shorter of the life of the 

refunded bonds or the refunding bonds in the government-wide statements. 167,177 

Net pension assets created through non-employer contributions to defined benefit plans are not recognized 

in the governmental funds. 528,673 

Deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources are created as a result of various differences 

related to pensions and OPEB that are not recognized in the governmental funds.

Deferred outflows of resources related to pensions 962,690 

Deferred inflows of resources related to pensions (1,344,804)      

Deferred outflows of resources related to OPEB 4,928 

Delinquent and deferred receivables will be collected in subsequent years, but are not available soon enough

to pay for the current period's expenditures and, therefore, are deferred in the funds.

Delinquent property taxes 55,915 

Delinquent special assessments 6,863 

Deferred special assessments 474,604 

Other long-term assets are not available to pay for current period Expenditures and, therefore, are deferred in the funds.

Notes receivable 12,349 

Development revenue reserve 104,000 

Governmental funds do not report a liability for accrued interest due and payable. (30,248) 

15,180,583$   

See notes to financial statements. 19 

Total net position - governmental activities
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Special Revenue Capital Projects

General Fund 

(101, 202)

Economic 

Development 

Authority (600)

Capital 

Improvements 

(351)

Other 

Governmental 

Funds

 Total 

Governmental 

Funds 

Revenues

Property taxes 2,120,859$     17,732$   173,980$   122,374$   2,434,945$   

Tax increments - - - 85,353 85,353 

Special assessments - - - 325,006 325,006 

Licenses and permits 202,079 - - - 202,079 

Intergovernmental 1,008,335       - - 405,178 1,413,513       

Charges for services 275,628 - - 490,060 765,688 

Fine and forfeitures 31,882 - - - 31,882 

Miscellaneous

Investment income 29,164 - 78,591 58,855 166,610 

Contributions and donations - - - 1,372 1,372 

Other 132,074 1 142,477 198,930 473,482 

Total revenues 3,800,021       17,733 395,048 1,687,128       5,899,930       

Expenditures

Current

General government 676,510 - - - 676,510 

Public safety 1,797,336       - - 280,637 2,077,973       

Cemetery 651 - - 34,212 34,863 

Public works 771,372 - 6,970 206,404 984,746 

Parks and recreation 237,080 - - 24,736 261,816 

Economic development 7,617 95,556 - 127,732 230,905 

Debt service

Principal - - - 447,000 447,000 

Interest and other charges - - - 78,228 78,228 

Capital outlay

General government 33,599 - - - 33,599 

Public safety 117,563 - - 160,918 278,481 

Cemetery - - - 13,981 13,981 

Public works 14,120 - - - 14,120 

Parks and recreation 25,922 - - 394,917 420,839 

Economic development - - - 72,147 72,147 

Total expenditures 3,681,770       95,556 6,970 1,840,912       5,625,208       

Excess of revenues over

  (under) expenditures 118,251 (77,823) 388,078 (153,784)         274,722 

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proceeds from sale of capital asset - - 5,200 112,900 118,100 

Payment in lieu of taxes - component unit 52,500 - - - 52,500 

Transfers in - 5,000 - 525,110 530,110 

Transfers out (58,630) - (13,981) (309,429) (382,040)         

Total other financing sources (uses) (6,130) 5,000 (8,781) 328,581 318,670 

Net change in fund balances 112,121 (72,823) 379,297 174,797 593,392 

Fund Balances

Beginning of year 3,080,117       (850,665)         4,218,560       773,516 7,221,528       

End of year 3,192,238$   (923,488)$   4,597,857$     948,313$   7,814,920$   

See notes to financial statements. 20 
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City of Princeton

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues,

Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances to 

the Statement of Activities - Governmental Funds

Year Ended December 31, 2019

593,392$   

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the Statement of Activities are different because:

Capital outlays are reported in governmental funds as expenditures. However, vin the Statement of Activities, 

the cost  of those assets is allocated over the estimated useful lives as depreciation expense.

Capital outlays 848,031 

Depreciation expense (629,406)         

Loss on disposal (54,589) 

Compensated absences are recognized as paid in the governmental funds but recognized as the expense is

incurred in the Statement of Activities. (45,411) 

OPEB are recognized as paid in the governmental funds but recognized as expensed in the Statement of Activities. (16,107) 

Principal payments on long-term debt are recognized as expenditures in the governmental funds but as an

increase in the net position in the Statement of Activities. 447,000 

The loss on refunding of bonds payable is deferred and amortized over the shorter of the life of the refunded bonds

or the refunding bonds in the government-wide statements. (11,941) 

Interest on long-term debt in the Statement of Activities differs from the amount reported in the governmental 

funds because interest is recognized as an expenditure in the funds when it is due and thus requires use of 

current financial resources. In the Statement of Activities, however, interest expense is recognized as the

interest accrues, regardless of when it is due. 3,679 

Premiums are recognized when debt is issued in the governmental funds but amortized over the life of the

 debt in the Statement of Activities. 2,929 

Principal payments on notes receivable will be collected, but are not available soon enough to pay for the

current period's expenditures and, therefore, are deferred in the funds. (453) 

Governmental funds recognized pension contributions as expenditures at the time of payment whereas the 

Statement of Activities factors in items related to pensions on a full accrual perspective.

Pension expense 10,287 

State aid 12,284 

Property taxes and special assessments receivable will be collected in subsequent years, but are not available 

soon enough to pay for the current period's expenditures and, therefore, are deferred in the funds.

Delinquent property taxes (2,592) 

Delinquent special assessments 1,029 

Deferred special assessments (310,685)         

847,447$   

See notes to financial statements. 21

Change in net position - governmental activities

Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds
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City of Princeton

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - 

Budget and Actual - General Fund

Year Ended December 31, 2019

Original Final

Actual 

Amounts

Revenues

Property taxes 2,110,240$     2,109,240$     2,120,859$     11,619$          

Licenses and permits 181,790          230,585          202,079          (28,506)           

Intergovernmental 1,065,835       993,590          1,008,335       14,745            

Charges for services 262,410          264,485          275,628          11,143            

Fines and forfeitures 24,000            27,000            31,882            4,882              

Miscellaneous revenues

Investment income 8,750              12,270            29,164            16,894            

Other 121,050          272,860          132,074          (140,786)         

Total revenues 3,774,075       3,910,030       3,800,021       (110,009)         

Expenditures

Current

General government 942,510          871,970          676,510          (195,460)         

Public safety 1,843,760       1,757,965       1,797,336       39,371            

Cemetery -                      -                      651                 651                 

Public works 781,905          754,435          771,372          16,937            

Parks and recreation 247,275          219,245          237,080          17,835            

Economic development -                      -                      7,617              7,617              

Capital outlay

General government 188,500          87,600            33,599            (54,001)           

Public safety 204,425          130,925          117,563          (13,362)           

Public works 5,000              14,000            14,120            120                 

Parks and recreation 143,000          89,000            25,922            (63,078)           

Total expenditures 4,356,375       3,925,140       3,681,770       (243,370)         

Excess of revenues over

  (under) expenditures (582,300)         (15,110)           118,251          133,361          

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Payment in lieu of taxes - component unit 52,500            52,500            52,500            -                      

Transfers in 572,925          321,525          -                      (321,525)         

Transfers out (42,330)           (46,700)           (58,630)           (11,930)           

Total other financing sources (uses) 583,095          327,325          (6,130)             (333,455)         

Net change in fund balances 795$               312,215$        112,121          (200,094)$       

Fund Balances

Beginning of year 3,080,117       

End of year 3,192,238$     

See notes to financial statements. 22

Variance with 

Final Budget - 

Over (Under)

Budgeted Amounts
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City of Princeton

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - 

Budget and Actual - Economic Development Authority

For the Year Ended December 31, 2019

Original Final

Actual 

Amounts

Revenues

Property taxes 18,000$          18,170$          17,732$          (438)$              

Other -                      -                      1                     1                     

Total revenues 18,000            18,170            17,733            (437)                

Expenditures

Current

Economic development 223,840          97,390            95,556            (1,834)             

Total expenditures 223,840          97,390            95,556            (1,834)             

Excess of revenues over

  (under) expenditures (205,840)         (79,220)           (77,823)           1,397              

Other Financing Sources

Transfers in 5,000              5,000              5,000              -                      

Total other financing sources (uses) 5,000              5,000              5,000              -                      

Net change in fund balances (200,840)$       (74,220)$         (72,823)           1,397$            

Fund Balances

Beginning of year (850,665)         

End of year (923,488)$       

See notes to financial statements. 23

Variance with 

Final Budget - 

Over (Under)

Budgeted Amounts

Special Revenue Fund
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City of Princeton

Statement of Net Position - Proprietary Funds

December 31, 2019

Airport (208)

Sanitary Sewer 

(702/704)

Municipal 

Liquor (703) Total

Assets

Current assets

Cash and investments -$                    746,786$        2,827,816$     3,574,602$     

Accounts receivable -                      184                 900                 1,084              

Accrued interest -                      -                      1,085              1,085              

Due from other funds -                      -                      1,284,339       1,284,339       

Due from other governments 8,205              223,017          -                      231,222          

Inventories 8,500              -                      736,595          745,095          

Contract for deed -                      -                      4,993              4,993              

Prepaid expenses 640                 12,240            9,640              22,520            

Total current assets 17,345            982,227          4,865,368       5,864,940       

Noncurrent assets

Contract for deed -                      -                      144,598          144,598          

Capital assets

Land 495,923          129,120          410,998          1,036,041       

Buildings and system 76,766            947,087          1,009,317       2,033,170       

Other improvements 3,628,606       26,018,571     43,608            29,690,785     

Machinery and equipment 335,112          876,424          192,856          1,404,392       

Construction in progress 556,949          171,754          -                      728,703          

Total capital assets 5,093,356       28,142,956     1,656,779       34,893,091     

Less accumulated depreciation (2,816,834)      (7,168,369)      (491,801)         (10,477,004)    

Net capital assets 2,276,522       20,974,587     1,164,978       24,416,087     
Total assets 2,293,867       21,956,814     6,174,944       30,425,625     

Deferred Outflows of Resources

Deferred outflows of resources related to pensions 2,102 17,868 22,073 42,043            

Deferred outflows of resources related to OPEB 59 664 476 1,199              

Total deferred outflows of resources 2,161 18,532 22,549 43,242

Total assets and deferred outflows of resources 2,296,028$     21,975,346$   6,197,493$     30,468,867$   

Liabilities 

Current liabilities

Accounts payable 1,667$            23,473$          79,599$          104,739$        

Salaries payable 1,211              9,274              12,639            23,124            

Unearned revenue 5,843              -                      -                      5,843              

Interest payable -                      10,145            -                      10,145            

Due to other funds 26,192            -                      -                      26,192            

Due to other governmental units -                      -                      42,289            42,289            

Compensated absences payable -                      22,965            17,160            40,125            

Current portion of revenue bonds -                      405,000          -                      405,000          

Total current liabilities 34,913            470,857          151,687          657,457          

Noncurrent liabilities

Compensated absences payable -                      26,290            54,155            80,445            

OPEB payable 1,132              12,713            9,109              22,954            

Bonds payable -                      14,003,147     -                      14,003,147     

Net pension liability 19,478            165,559          204,514          389,551          

Total noncurrent liabilities 20,610            14,207,709     267,778          14,496,097     

Total liabilities 55,523            14,678,566     419,465          15,153,554     

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Deferred inflows of resources related to pensions 3,513              29,859            36,885            70,257            

Net Position

N 2,276,522       6,566,440       1,164,978       10,007,940     

Unrestricted (39,530)           700,481          4,576,165       5,237,116       

Total net position 2,236,992       7,266,921       5,741,143       15,245,056     

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of resources, 2,296,028$     21,975,346$   6,197,493$     30,468,867$   

See notes to financial statements. 24            
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City of Princeton

Statement of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes

in Fund Net Position - Proprietary Funds

Year Ended December 31, 2019

Airport (208)

Sanitary Sewer 

(702/704)

Municipal 

Liquor (703) Total

Sales and cost of sales

Sales 81,612$   -$  4,365,117$     4,446,729$   

Cost of sales 72,374 - 3,318,572 3,390,946       

Gross profit 9,238 - 1,046,545 1,055,783       

Operating revenues

Charges for services 7,683 1,400,945       275 1,408,903       

Total gross profit and operating revenues 16,921$   1,400,945$   1,046,820$   2,464,686$   

Operating expenses

Wages and salaries 35,412 310,711 352,523 698,646 

Materials and supplies 20,326 366,967 147,089 534,382 

Professional services - - 77,009 77,009 

Depreciation 159,514 640,826 39,903 840,243 

Total operating expenses 215,252 1,318,504       616,524 2,150,280       

Operating income (loss) (198,331)         82,441 430,296 314,406 

Nonoperating revenues (expenses)

Interest income - 23,613 77,101 100,714 

Intergovernmental revenues 52,295 385 - 52,680 

Loss on sale of asset - (5,301) - (5,301) 

Operating grants and contributions 2,738 - - 2,738 

Interest expense and charges - (279,574) - (279,574) 

Other income - 7,985 476 8,461 

Total nonoperating revenues (expenses) 55,033 (252,892)         77,577 (120,282)         

Income before capital

 contributions and transfers (143,298)         (170,451)         507,873 194,124 

Transfers in 14,200 - - 14,200 

Transfers out - - (162,270)         (162,270)         

Change in net position (129,098)         (170,451)         345,603 46,054 

Net position

Beginning of year 2,366,090       7,437,372       5,395,540       15,199,002     

End of year 2,236,992$     7,266,921$   5,741,143$   15,245,056$   

See notes to financial statements. 25 
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City of Princeton

Statement of Cash Flows - Proprietary Funds
Year Ended December 31, 2019

Airport (208)

Sanitary Sewer 

(702/704)

Municipal 

Liquor (703) Total

Cash Flows - Operating Activities

Receipts from customers and users 89,465$   1,409,212$   4,365,392$   5,864,069$   

Payments to suppliers (145,848)         (361,824)         (3,574,635)      (4,082,307)      

Payments to employees (32,214) (309,944)         (347,475)         (689,633)         

Other income - 7,985 476 8,461 

Net cash flows - operating activities (88,597) 745,429 443,758 1,100,590       

Cash Flows - Noncapital

 Financing Activities

Transfer from other funds 14,200 - - 14,200 

Transfer to other funds - - (162,270)         (162,270)         

Increase in due to other funds 23,367 - - 23,367 

Increase in due from other funds - - (1,281,514)      (1,281,514)      

Net cash flows - noncapital financing activities 37,567 - (1,443,784) (1,406,217)      

Cash Flows - Capital and Related

 Financing Activities

Principal paid on debt - (395,344) - (395,344) 

Interest paid on debt - (279,574) - (279,574) 

Principal received on contract for deed - - 4,895 4,895 

Intergovernmental revenues received 106,567 385 - 106,952 

Acquisition of capital assets (71,725) (121,294)         (8,159) (201,178) 

Net cash flows - capital and related

 financing activities 34,842 (795,827)         (3,264) (764,249)         

Cash Flows - Investing Activities

Interest and dividends received - 23,613 77,996 101,609 

Net change in cash and cash equivalents (16,188) (26,785) (925,294)         (968,267)         

Cash and Cash Equivalents

January 1 16,188 773,571 3,753,110       4,542,869       

December 31 -$  746,786$   2,827,816$   3,574,602$   

Reconciliation of Operating Income (Loss)

 to Net Cash  Flows - Operating Activities

Operating income (loss) (198,331)$   82,441$   430,296$   314,406$   

Adjustments to reconcile operating income (loss)

 to net cash flows - operating activities

Other income - 7,985 476 8,461 

Depreciation expense 159,514 640,826 39,903 840,243 

Accounts receivable 1,008 11,636 - 12,644 

Due from other governments - (3,369) - (3,369) 

Prepaid items 60 (890) (140) (970) 

Inventory - - (52,999) (52,999) 

Accounts payable (53,208) 6,033 19,301 (27,874) 

Due to other governmental units - - 1,873 1,873 

Salaries payable 228 967 2,032 3,227 

Unearned income (838) - - (838) 

Compensated absences payable - 2,545 6,155 8,700 

Net pension liability and related deferred outflows and inflows 3,344 (1,270) (2,833) (759) 
Total OPEB liability and related deferred outflows (374) (1,475) (306) (2,155) 

Total adjustments 109,734 662,988 13,462 786,184 

Net cash flows - operating activities (88,597)$   745,429$   443,758$   1,100,590$   

See notes to financial statements. 26 
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City of Princeton 
Notes to Financial Statements 

 
 

27 27 

NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

 

A. Reporting Entity 

The City of Princeton is a statutory city governed by an elected mayor and four council members. The 

accompanying financial statements present the government entities for which the government is 

considered to be financially accountable. 

 

The financial statements present the City and its component units. The City includes all funds, account 

groups, organizations, institutions, agencies, departments, and offices that are not legally separate from 

such. Component units are legally separate organizations for which the elected officials of the City are 

financially accountable and are included within the basic financial statements of the City because of the 

significance of their operational or financial relationships with the City. 

 

The City is considered financially accountable for a component unit if it appoints a voting majority of 

the organization's governing body and it is able to impose its will on the organization by significantly 

influencing the programs, projects, activities, or level of services performed or provided by the 

organization or there is a potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 

specific financial burdens on, the City. 

 

As a result of applying the component unit definition criteria above, certain organizations have been 

defined and are presented in this report as follows: 

 

Blended Component Units – Reported as if they were part of the City. 

 

Discretely Presented Component Unit – Entails reporting the component unit financial data in a 

column separate from the financial data of the City. 

 

Related Organization – The relationship of the City with the entity is disclosed. 

 

Joint Ventures and Jointly Governed Organizations – The relationship of the City with the entity is 

disclosed. 

 

For each of the categories listed, the specific entities are identified as follows: 

 

1. Blended Component Unit 

The Princeton Economic Development Authority (EDA) is a legal entity separate from the City. 

Although legally separate, the Princeton EDA is reported as if it were part of the primary government 

because it provides services exclusively for the City. Separate financial statements are not prepared 

for the Princeton EDA.  

 

2. Discretely Presented Component Unit 

The Princeton Public Utilities meets the criteria to be included as a discretely presented component 

unit in the basic financial statements. Copies of audited financial reports are available at the 

Princeton Public Utilities Office. 
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City of Princeton 
Notes to Financial Statements 

28 28

NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

A. Reporting Entity (Continued)

3. Related Organization

Princeton Firefighters' Relief Association 

The Princeton Firefighters' Relief Association (the "Association") is organized as a nonprofit 

organization, legally separate from the City, by its members to provide pension and other benefits to 

such members in accordance with Minnesota Statutes. The Board of Trustees is appointed by the 

membership of the Association and not by the City Council. All funding is conducted in accordance 

with Minnesota Statutes, whereby state aid flows to the Association, tax levies are determined by the 

Association and are only reviewed by the City, and the Association pays benefits directly to its 

members. Because the Association is fiscally independent of the City, the financial statements of the 

Association have not been included within the City's reporting entity.  

4. Joint Ventures and Jointly Governed Organizations

Dalbo-Princeton-Wyanett Fire Districts 

The City, the Town of Wyanett and Dalbo Fire and Rescue Department are organized to establish an 

agreement to provide fire protection and medical response services to the Town of Wyanett. Separate 

financial statements are not prepared for the Fire District. 

B. Government-Wide and Fund Financial Statements

The government-wide financial statements (i.e., the Statement of Net Position and the Statement of

Activities) report information on all of the nonfiduciary activities of the City. Governmental activities,

which normally are supported by taxes and intergovernmental revenues, are reported separately from

business-type activities, which rely to a significant extent on fees and charges for support.

The Statement of Activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given function or 

segment is offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly identifiable with a 

specific function or segment. Interest on general long-term debt is considered an indirect expense and is 

reported separately in the Statement of Activities. Program revenues include 1) charges to customers or 

applicants who purchase, use, or directly benefit from goods, services, or privileges provided by a given 

function or segment, and 2) grants and contributions that are restricted to meeting the operational or 

capital requirements of a particular function or segment. Taxes and other items not properly included 

among program revenues are reported instead as general revenues. Internally dedicated revenues are 

reported as general revenues rather than program revenues. 

Separate financial statements are provided for governmental funds and proprietary funds. Major 

individual governmental funds and major individual enterprise funds are reported as separate columns in 

the fund financial statements. 
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

C. Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation

The government-wide financial statements are reported using the economic resources measurement

focus and the accrual basis of accounting, as are the proprietary fund financial statements. Revenues are

recorded when earned and expenses are recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing of

related cash flows. Property taxes are recognized as revenues in the year for which they are levied.

Grants and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as all eligibility requirements imposed by the

provider have been met.

Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial resources measurement 

focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized as soon as they are both 

measurable and available. Revenues are considered to be available when they are collectible within the 

current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. For this purpose, the City 

considers revenues to be available if they are collected within 60 days of the end of the current period. 

Expenditures generally are recorded when a liability is incurred, as under accrual accounting. However, 

debt service expenditures, as well as expenditures related to compensated absences and claims and 

judgments, are recorded only when payment is due. 

Property taxes, franchise taxes, licenses, and interest associated with the current period are all considered 

to be susceptible to accrual and so have been recognized as revenues of the current period. Only the 

portion of special assessments receivable due within the current period is considered to be susceptible to 

accrual as revenue of the current period. All other revenue items are considered to be measurable and 

available only when cash is received by the City. 

Description of Funds 

Major Governmental Funds 

General Fund – This fund is the City's primary operating fund. It accounts for all financial resources 

of the general City, except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 

Economic Development Authority Special Revenue Fund – This fund accounts for economic 

development activities of the City. Major revenue sources include property taxes. 

Capital Improvements Capital Projects Fund – This fund accounts for the activities associated with 

capital improvements in the City. 

Proprietary Funds 

Airport Fund – This fund accounts for the activities of the City's airport operations. 

Sanitary Sewer Fund – This fund accounts for the operations of the City's sanitary sewer utility. 

Municipal Liquor Fund – This fund accounts for the activities of the City's liquor store operations. 
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

C. Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation (Continued)

As a general rule, the effect of interfund activity has been eliminated from the government-wide

financial statements. Exceptions to this general rule are charges between the City's utility functions and

various other functions of the City. Elimination of these charges would distort the direct costs and

program revenues reported for the various functions concerned.

Proprietary funds distinguish operating revenues and expenses from nonoperating items. Operating 

revenues and expenses generally result from providing services and producing and delivering goods in 

connection with a proprietary fund's principal ongoing operations. The principal operating revenues of 

the Sanitary Sewer, Liquor, and Airport Enterprise Funds are charges to customers for sales and services. 

Operating expenses for enterprise funds include the cost of sales and services, administrative expenses, 

and depreciation on capital assets. All revenues and expenses not meeting this definition are reported as 

nonoperating revenues and expenses. 

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the City's policy to use 

restricted resources first, then unrestricted resources as they are needed.  

D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, and Net Position or Equity

1. Deposits and Investments

Cash and investments include balances from all funds that are combined and invested to the extent

available in various securities as authorized by state law. Earnings from the pooled investments are

allocated to the individual funds based on the average of month-end cash and investment balances.

The City's cash and cash equivalents are considered to be cash on hand, deposits, and highly liquid 

debt instruments purchased with original maturities of three months or less from the date of 

acquisition. Investments are stated at fair value. 

Minnesota Statutes authorizes the City to invest in obligations of the U.S. Treasury, agencies and 

instrumentalities, share of investment companies whose only investments are in the aforementioned 

securities, obligations of the State of Minnesota or its municipalities, bankers' acceptances, future 

contracts, repurchase and reverse repurchase agreements, and commercial paper of the highest 

quality with a maturity of no longer than 270 days and in the Minnesota Municipal Investment Pool. 

Certain investments for the City are reported at fair value as disclosed in Note 3. The City 

categorizes its fair value measurements within the fair value hierarchy established by generally 

accepted accounting principles. The Hierarchy is based on the valuation inputs used to measure the 

fair value of the asset. Level 1 inputs are quoted prices in active markets for identical assets; Level 2 

inputs are significant other observable inputs; Level 3 inputs are significant unobservable inputs.  

In accordance with GASB Statement No. 79, the Minnesota Municipal Investment Pool securities are 

valued at amortized cost, which approximates fair value. Investments in the 4M Plus must be 

deposited for a minimum of 14 calendar days. Withdrawals prior to the 14-day restriction period will 

be subject to a penalty equal to seven days interest on the amount withdrawn.  
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, and Net Position or Equity

(Continued)

2. Receivables and Payables

All trade and property tax receivables are shown at a gross amount since both are assessable to the

property taxes and are collectible upon the sale of the property.

The City levies its property tax for the subsequent year during the month of December. December 28 

is the last day the City can certify a tax levy to the County Auditors for collection the following year. 

Such taxes become a lien on January 1 and are recorded as receivables by the City at that date. The 

property tax is recorded as revenue when it becomes measurable and available. Mille Lacs County 

and Sherburne County are the collecting agencies for the levy and remit the collections to the City 

three times a year. The tax levy notice is mailed in March with the first half of the payment due on 

May 15 and the second half due on October 15. Taxes not collected as of December 31 each year are 

shown as delinquent taxes receivable. 

The County Auditors prepare the tax list for all taxable property in the City, applying the applicable 

tax rate to the tax capacity of individual properties, to arrive at the actual tax for each property. The 

County Auditors also collect all special assessments, except for certain prepayments paid directly to 

the City. 

The County Auditors submit the list of taxes and special assessments to be collected on each parcel 

of property to the County Treasurers in January of each year. 

3. Inventory and Prepaid Items

Certain payments to vendors reflect costs applicable to future accounting periods and are recorded as

prepaid items in both government-wide and fund financial statements. Prepaid items are reported

using the consumption method and recorded as expenditures/expenses at the time of consumption.

Inventory is valued at cost using the first in, first out (FIFO) method. Inventories of governmental 

funds are recorded as expenditures when consumed rather than when purchased.  

4. Capital Assets

Capital assets, which include property, plant, equipment, and infrastructure assets (e.g., roads,

sidewalks, and similar items), and intangible assets, are reported in the applicable governmental or

business-type activities columns in the government-wide financial statements. Capital assets are

defined by the City as assets with an initial, individual cost of more than $1,000 to $10,000,

depending on the type of asset and an estimated useful life in excess of two years. Such assets are

recorded at historical cost or estimated historical cost if purchased or constructed. Donated capital

assets are recorded at acquisition value at the date of donation.

The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or materially 

extend assets lives are not capitalized. 
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, and Net Position or Equity

(Continued)

4. Capital Assets (Continued)

Property, plant, and equipment of the City are depreciated using the straight-line method over the 

following estimated useful lives: 

Assets Years

Equipment 5-40

Infrastructure 20-60

Vehicles 3-40

Buildings and building improvements 7-40

Land improvments 5-30

5. Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources

In addition to assets, the Statement of Financial Position will sometimes report a separate section for

deferred outflows of resources. This separate financial statement element represents a consumption

of net position that applies to a future period(s) and so will not be recognized as an outflow of

resources (expense/expenditure) until that time. The City presents deferred outflows of resources on

the Statement of Net Position for a deferred amount on bond refunding, which will be amortized

over the life of the bond. The City presents deferred outflows of resources on the Statements of Net

Position for deferred outflows of resources related to pensions and OPEB for various estimate

differences that will be amortized and recognized over future years and subsequent contributions to

the plan.

In addition to liabilities, the Statement of Financial Position and fund financial statements will 

sometimes report a separate section for deferred inflows of resources. This separate financial 

statement element represents an acquisition of net position that applies to a future period(s) and so 

will not be recognized as an inflow of resources (revenue) until that time. The City presents deferred 

inflows of resources on the Governmental Fund Balance Sheet as unavailable revenue. The 

governmental funds report unavailable revenues from three sources: long-term assets, property taxes, 

and special assessments. These amounts are deferred and recognized as an inflow of resources in the 

period that the amounts become available. The City also presents deferred inflows of resources on 

the Statements of Net Position for deferred inflows of resources related to pensions for various 

estimate differences that will be amortized and recognized over future years. 
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, and Net Position or Equity

(Continued)

6. Compensated Absences

Full-time City employees accumulate sick leave at the rate of one day for each month of

employment. Upon termination or retirement, an employee with a minimum of ten years of service

can collect half of all unused sick leave. The policy for union employees is the same except only five

years of service is necessary and there is a maximum payment of 480 hours of unused sick leave.

City employees in a supervisory position accumulate 40 hours of severance pay for each year of 

service. The accumulated time vests after three years of service. 

The Public Utility Commission (PUC) is obligated to pay certain employees with ten years of 

service, severance pay upon termination of employment based on unused accumulated sick leave 

days up to a maximum of 60 days. 

Employees are granted vacation based on years of service. The City compensates employees who 

resign, retire, or are terminated for all their unused vacation days. The liability for accumulated 

vacation and sick pay at December 31, 2019, is recorded in the financial statements. 

7. Long-Term Obligations

In the government-wide financial statements, and proprietary fund types in the fund financial

statements, long-term debt, and other long-term obligations are reported as liabilities in the

applicable governmental activities, business-type activities, or proprietary fund type Statement of Net

Position. Bond premiums and discounts are deferred and amortized over the life of the bonds using

the straight line method.

In the fund financial statements, governmental fund types recognize bond premiums and discounts, 

as well as bond issuance costs, during the current period. The face amount of debt issued is reported 

as other financing sources. Premiums received on debt issuances are reported as other financing 

sources while discounts on debt issuances are reported as other financing uses. Issuance costs, 

whether or not withheld from the actual debt proceeds received, are reported as debt service 

expenditures. 

8. Pensions

For purposes of measuring the net pension liability, deferred outflows/inflows of resources, and

pension expense, information about the fiduciary net position of the Public Employees Retirement

Association (PERA) and the relief association and additions to/deductions from PERA's and the

relief association's fiduciary net position have been determined on the same basis as they are reported

by PERA and the relief association except that PERA's fiscal year end is June 30. For this purpose,

plan contributions are recognized as of employer payroll paid dates and benefit payments and refunds

are recognized when due and payable in accordance with the benefit terms. Investments are reported

at fair value.
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, and Net Position or Equity

(Continued)

9. Fund Equity

a. Classification

In the fund financial statements, governmental funds report fund classifications that comprise a

hierarchy based primarily on the extent to which the City is bound to honor constraints on the

specific purpose for which amounts in those funds can be spent.

 Nonspendable Fund Balance – These are amounts that cannot be spent because they are not

in spendable form.

 Restricted Fund Balance – These are amounts that are restricted to specific purposes either by

a) constraints placed on the use of resources by creditors, grantors, contributors, or laws or

regulations of other governments or b) imposed by law through enabling legislation.

 Committed Fund Balance – These are amounts that can only be used for specific purposes

pursuant to constraints imposed by the City Council (highest level of decision making

authority) through resolution.

 Assigned Fund Balance – These are amounts that are constrained by the City's intent to be

used for specific purposes but are neither restricted nor committed. Assignments are made by

the City Administrator based on the City Council's direction.

 Unassigned Fund Balance – These are residual amounts in the General Fund not reported in

any other classification. The General Fund is the only fund that can report a positive

unassigned fund balance. Other funds would report a negative unassigned fund balance

should the total of nonspendable, restricted, and committed fund balances exceed the total net

resources of that fund.

When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available for use, it is the City's policy to first 

use restricted resources, and then use unrestricted resources as they are needed. When committed, 

assigned, and unassigned resources are available for use, it is the City's policy to use resources in 

the following order:  committed, assigned, and unassigned. 

b. Minimum Fund Balance

The City's target General Fund balance is to maintain an unassigned fund balance in the amount

of 30%-50% of the subsequent year's operating budget.
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NOTE 1 – SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

D. Assets, Liabilities, Deferred Outflows/Inflows of Resources, and Net Position or Equity

(Continued)

10. Net Position

Net position represents the difference between assets and deferred outflows of resources; and

liabilities, and deferred inflows of resources in the government-wide financial statements. Net

investment in capital assets consists of capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation, reduced by

the outstanding balance of any long-term debt used to build or acquire the capital assets. A

reclassification of $140,219 was made between this net position class and unrestricted net position in

the total column in the Statement of Net Position to recognize the portion of debt attributable to

capital assets donated from governmental activities to business-type activities. Net position is

reported as restricted in the government-wide financial statement when there are limitations on their

use through external restrictions imposed by creditors, grantors, laws, or regulations of other

governments.

E. Use of Estimates

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in

the United States of America requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the

reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of

the financial statements. Estimates also affect the reported amounts of revenue and expenditures/expense

during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

F. Budgetary Information

1. Budget requests are submitted by all department heads to the City Administrator. The City

Administrator compiles the budget requests into an overall preliminary City budget. The City

Administrator presents the proposed budget to the City Council.

2. Public hearings are conducted to obtain taxpayer comments.

3. The budget is legally enacted through passage of a resolution after obtaining taxpayer comments.

The budget resolution adopted by the City Council sets forth the budgets at the function level for

the governmental funds.

4. Budgets for the governmental funds are adopted on a basis consistent with accounting principles

generally accepted in the United States of America.

5. Expenditures may not legally exceed budgeted appropriations at the department level. No fund's

budget can be increased without City Council approval. The City Council may authorize transfer

of budgeted amounts between departments within any fund. Management may amend budgets

within a department level, so long as the total department budget is not changed.

6. Annual appropriated budgets are adopted during the year for the governmental funds.

7. Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted or as amended by the City Council. Individual

amendments were not material in relation to the original amounts budgeted. Budgeted

expenditure appropriations lapse at year-end.

Encumbrances outstanding at year-end expire and outstanding purchase orders are canceled and not 

reported in the financial statements. 
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NOTE 2 – STEWARDSHIP, COMPLIANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

A. Deficit Fund Balance

The following funds had deficit balances at December 31, 2019: 

Major Fund

Special Revenue

Economic Development Authority 923,488$  

Nonmajor Funds

Special Revenue

Community Projects 358 

Development Grants 70,535      

Development Expenses 371,615    

Fire Department Grants 28,959      

Stormwater Management 147,005    

Park Improvements 463,903    

Capital Projects

Heritage Village 284,747    

Northland/Old 18 Improvements 53,760      

MN Industrial Coatings Expansion District 25,052      

West Branch and 7th Avenue North 347,586    

Roundabout Project 221,383    

Arcadian Homes Utility Project 212,683    

2000 Street and Utility Improvements 2,832        

Kwik Trip Redevelopment District 6,373        

Caseys Redevelopment District 7,488        

Aero Business Redevelopment District 5,528        

Industrial Park Redevelopment District 9,739        

Industrial Park Development 3,738        

TIF 8-4 Chino Development 15,151      

West Branch TIF 13,143      

NOTE 3 – DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS 

A. Deposits

In accordance with applicable Minnesota Statutes, the City maintains deposits at depository banks

authorized by the City Council.

Custodial Credit Risk – Deposits:  For deposits, this is the risk that in the event of bank failure, the City's 

deposits may not be returned to it. The City's investment policy states the collateralization level will be 

110% of the market value of principal and accrued interest. When the pledged collateral consists of notes 

secured by first mortgages, the collateral level will be 140% of the market value of principal and accrual 

interest. As of December 31, 2019, the City's bank balance was not exposed to custodial credit risk 

because it was fully insured through the FDIC as well as collateral pledged.  
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NOTE 3 – DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS (CONTINUED) 

A. Deposits (Continued)

Checking 3,087,716$  

Savings 3,241,680    

Nonnegotiable certificates of deposit 1,550,769    

Total deposits 7,880,165$  

B. Investments – City

As of December 31, 2019, the City had the following investments: 

Less than 1 - 5 6 - 10 Greater than Percentage Credit

Type Investment Amount One Year Years Years 10 Years of Total Rating

MM Brokered Money Markets 113,700$    113,700$    -$  -$  -$  2.5% N/A

MM 4M Plus 314,960      314,960      - - - 6.9% N/A

GB FNMA 2,640          - - - 2,640        0.1% NR

GB FHLMC 248,640      - - 248,640   - 5.5% AA+

SEC Mortgage Securities 11,312        - - - 11,312      0.2% AA+
CD Brokered Certificates of Deposit 3,866,394   575,289      3,215,759   75,346     - 84.8% N/A

Total 4,557,646$ 1,003,949$ 3,215,759$ 323,986$ 13,952$    100.0%

Investment Maturities

Interest Rate Risk:  This is the risk that market values of securities in a portfolio would decrease due to 

changes in market interest rates. The City's investment policy states the City should remain sufficiently 

liquid to meet all operating requirements that may be reasonably anticipated and be designed to attain a 

market average rate of return. The City's investment policy states that under no circumstances should any 

investment extend beyond 15 years. At December 31, 2019, the City was in compliance with this policy. 

Credit Risk:  This is the risk that an issuer or other counterparty to an investment will not fulfill its 

obligations. State statutes limit investments to those listed in Section 118A; the statute limits 

investments to those in the top two ratings issued by nationally recognized statistical rating 

organizations. The City's investment policy further restricts investments to instruments which are direct 

obligations of the federal government, with the principal fully guaranteed by the U.S. Treasury, 

certificates of deposit, general obligations of the State of Minnesota and its municipalities, state-wide 

investment pool and money market mutual funds. As of December 31, 2019, the City's investments were 

rated in the table above.  

112



City of Princeton 
Notes to Financial Statements 

 
 

38 38 

NOTE 3 – DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

B. Investments – City (Continued) 

 

Concentration of Credit Risk:  This is the risk of loss attributed to the magnitude of an investment in a 

single issuer. Investments should be diversified to avoid incurring unreasonable risk inherent in over 

investing in specific instruments, individual financial institutions, or maturities. The City's investment 

policy states the City will attempt to diversify their investments according to type and maturity and the 

portfolio should contain both short-term and long-term investments to meet anticipated cash flow 

requirements. Extended maturities may be utilized to take advantage of higher yields; however, no more 

than 50% of the total investments should extend beyond 5 years and in no circumstances should any 

extend beyond 15 years.  

 

Credit Risk – Investments:  For an investment, this is the risk that in the event of the failure of the 

counterparty, the City will not be able to recover the value of its investments or collateral securities that 

are in the possession of an outside party. The City's investment policy states when investments 

purchased by the City are held in safekeeping by a broker/dealer, they must provide asset protection of 

$500,000 through the Securities Investor Protector Corporation (SIPC) and at least another $2 million 

supplemental insurance protection. 

 

The City had the following recurring fair value measurements as of December 31, 2019: 

 

 Investments of $4,128,986 are valued using a matrix pricing model (Level 2 inputs) 

 

C. Deposits and Investments – PUC Component Unit 

In accordance with applicable Minnesota Statutes, the component unit maintains deposits at depository 

banks authorized by the PUC. 

 

Custodial Credit Risk – Deposits:  As of December 31, 2019, the PUC component unit's bank balance 

not exposed to custodial credit risk because it was fully insured through the FDIC as well as collateral 

pledged. The component unit's deposits had a book balance at December 31, 2019, of $6,161,750. 

 

As of December 31, 2019, the PUC component unit had the following investments: 

 

Credit Percentage 

Type Investment Fair Value Rating of Total

CD Brokered Certificates of Deposit 250,000$       NR 23.8%

MM Brokered Money Markets 574,570         Aaa 54.7%

GB Grand Rapids, MN G.O. Taxable 225,526         A1 21.5%

GB Wyoming, MN G.O. Taxable Build America -                     A1 0.0%

Total 1,050,096$    100.00%

Credit Risk:  As of December 31, 2019, the component unit's investments were rated in the table above.  
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NOTE 3 – DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

C. Deposits and Investments – PUC Component Unit (Continued) 

Concentration of Credit Risk:  The PUC component unit was exposed to concentration of credit risk at 

December 31, 2019, as individual investments in governmental bonds exceeded 5% of the component 

units total investment portfolio. 

 

D. Deposits and Investments Summary  
 

The following is a summary of total deposits and investments: 

 

Deposits (Note 3.A.) 7,880,165$    

City investments (Note 3.B.) 4,557,646      

Petty cash 3,039             

Total deposits and investments - City and EDA component unit 12,440,850    

Deposits - component unit (Note 3.C.) 6,161,750      

Investments - component unit (Note 3.C.) 1,050,096      

Petty cash 2,135             

Total deposits and investments - component unit 7,213,981      

Total deposits and investments 19,654,831$  

 
Deposits and investments are presented in the basic financial statements as follows: 
 

Statement of Net Position

Cash and investments, primary government 12,440,850$  

Cash and investments, PUC component unit 4,106,926      

Cash held in escrow, PUC component unit 247,558         

Restricted assets, PUC component unit 2,859,497      

Total 19,654,831$  
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NOTE 4 – CAPITAL ASSETS 
 

A. Primary Government 
 

Beginning Ending

Balance Increases Decreases Balance

Governmental activities

Capital assets not being

  depreciated

Land 1,651,919$   31,393$        -$                  1,683,312$   

Easements 2,634            -                    -                    2,634            

Construction in progress 104,037        347,844        -                    451,881        

Total capital assets not

  being depreciated 1,758,590     379,237        -                    2,137,827     

Capital assets being

  depreciated

Building and systems 5,131,241     -                    -                    5,131,241     

Other improvements 2,025,975     131,606        -                    2,157,581     

Machinery and equipment 4,394,346     337,188        136,264        4,595,270     

Infrastructure 9,566,723     -                    -                    9,566,723     

Total capital assets

  being depreciated 21,118,285   468,794        136,264        21,450,815   

Less accumulated

  depreciation for

Building and systems 1,551,729     124,726        -                    1,676,455     

Other improvements 1,441,857     51,101          -                    1,492,958     

Machinery and equipment 2,868,391     227,093        81,675          3,013,809     

Infrastructure 5,614,855     226,486        -                    5,841,341     

Total accumulated

  depreciation 11,476,832   629,406        81,675          12,024,563   

Total capital assets

  being depreciated, net 9,641,453     (160,612)       54,589          9,426,252     

Governmental activities

  capital assets, net 11,400,043$ 218,625$      54,589$        11,564,079$ 

 

115



City of Princeton 
Notes to Financial Statements 

 
 

41 41 

NOTE 4 – CAPITAL ASSETS (CONTINUED) 

 

A. Primary Government (Continued) 

 
Beginning Ending

Balance Increases Decreases Balance

Business-type activities

Capital assets not being depreciated

Land 1,036,041$    -$                   -$                   1,036,041$    

Construction in progress 675,893         52,810           -                     728,703         

Total capital assets not

  being depreciated 1,711,934      52,810           -                     1,764,744      

Capital assets being depreciated

Buildings and systems 2,029,205      3,965             -                     2,033,170      

Other improvements 29,605,771    85,014           -                     29,690,785    

Machinery and equipment 1,369,021      59,389           24,018           1,404,392      

Total capital assets

  being depreciated 33,003,997    148,368         24,018           33,128,347    

Less accumulated depreciation for

Buildings and systems 631,470         53,786           -                     685,256         

Other improvements 8,259,724      724,006         -                     8,983,730      

Machinery and equipment 764,284         62,451           18,717           808,018         

Total accumulated

  depreciation 9,655,478      840,243         18,717           10,477,004    

Total capital assets being

  depreciated, net 23,348,519    (691,875)        5,301             22,651,343    

Business-type activities

  capital assets, net 25,060,453$  (639,065)$      5,301$           24,416,087$  

Depreciation expense was charged to functions/programs of the City as follows: 

 

Governmental activities

General government 24,644$       

Public safety 177,501       

Cemetery 9,088           

Public works 319,591       

Parks and recreation 98,582         

Total depreciation expense -

  governmental activities 629,406$     
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NOTE 4 – CAPITAL ASSETS (CONTINUED) 
 

A. Primary Government (Continued) 
 

Business-type activities

Airport 159,514$   

Sanitary sewer 640,826     

Municipal liquor 39,903       

Total depreciation expense -

  business-type activities 840,243$   

 
B. PUC Component Unit 
 

Beginning Ending

Balance Increases Decreases Balance

Business-type activities

Capital assets not being depreciated

Land 33,162$          -$                    -$                    33,162$          

Capital assets being depreciated

Buildings and systems 2,171,823       -                      -                      2,171,823       

Infrastructure 26,892,951     540,256          -                      27,433,207     

Machinery and equipment 3,494,593       19,713            26,874            3,487,432       

Total capital assets

  being depreciated 32,559,367     559,969          26,874            33,092,462     

Less accumulated depreciation for

Buildings and systems 1,144,177       62,610            -                      1,206,787       

Infrastructure 14,113,441     858,709          -                      14,972,150     

Machinery and equipment 2,213,236       154,765          26,874            2,341,127       

Total accumulated

  depreciation 17,470,854     1,076,084       26,874            18,520,064     

Total capital assets being

  depreciated, net 15,088,513     (516,115)         -                      14,572,398     

Business-type activities

  capital assets, net 15,121,675$   (516,115)$       -$                    14,605,560$   

Depreciation expense was charged to functions/programs of the component unit as follows: 
 

Business-type activities

Electric 699,280$     

Water 376,804       

Total depreciation expense -

  business-type activities 1,076,084$  
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NOTE 5 – NOTES RECEIVABLE 

 

At December 31, 2019, the City had a contract for deed receivable balance of $149,591 related to the 

former municipal liquor store building. Monthly payments of $662 are receivable by the City including 

interest of 2% through August 2023. A final balloon payment of $131,003 is due in September 2023. 

 

Notes receivable issued in connection with Urban Development Action Grants (UDAG) at  

December 31, 2019, consisted of the following: 

 

Bellamy

Annual payments of $786, including interest at 3%,

through September 2024 10,378$    

Anderson

Annual payments of $262, including interest at 3%,

through September 2024 1,971        

K Bob Cafe

Annual payments of $1,544, including interest at 2%,

through December 2021 18,384      

Small Cities Loans Receivable 1,049        

Total 31,782$    

NOTE 6 – RESTRICTED ASSETS – PUC COMPONENT UNIT 
 

A. Improvements and Replacements 

In 1986, the PUC resolved that any surplus monies in the Electric and Water Funds be transferred to a 

reserve account to be used for emergencies, improvements, and equipment replacements. Activity in the 

account was as follows: 
 

Balance - December 31, 2018 1,722,306$  

Additions 202,818       

Balance - December 31, 2019 1,925,124$  

 
B. Reserve Fund 

Bond and note covenants required a reserve account in the amount of $811,646 be established. The 

amount of $97,500 is required to be reserved in the Water Fund and $714,146 in the Electric Fund, of 

which $247,558 is being held in escrow. 
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NOTE 6 – RESTRICTED ASSETS – PUC COMPONENT UNIT (CONTINUED) 

 

C. Debt Retirement 

The 2012, 2010, 2008, and 2004 Water Revenue Bond indentures require the Water Fund to set aside 

bimonthly, at least one-sixth of the total principal and interest payable during the ensuing 12 months. 

The total set aside as of December 31, 2019, was $105,621. 

 

The 2012, 2010, and 2006 Electric Revenue Bond indentures require the Electric Fund to set aside an 

amount equal to not less than one-sixth of the interest due within the next 6 months and monthly, to set 

aside an amount equal to not less than one-twelfth of the principal due within the next 12 months. The 

total set aside at December 31, 2019, was $264,664. 

 

D. Restricted Cash Held in Escrow 

Restricted cash held in escrow as of December 31, 2019, consisted of $247,558 of cash proceeds from 

the Electric Revenue Note, Series 2006A. 

 

NOTE 7 – INTERFUND RECEIVABLES, PAYABLES, AND TRANSFERS 

 

A. Interfund Receivables and Payables 

 

The composition of interfund balances as of December 31, 2019, is as follows: 

 

Receivable Fund Payable Fund Amount

Municipal Liquor Economic Development Authority 1,281,514$   

Capital Improvements Other governmental funds 1,914,934     

Municipal Liquor Airport 2,825            

Total 3,199,273$   

 
The purpose of the above interfund receivables and payables are to finance operations and to cover cash 

deficits. 

 

There was also a long-term advance between other governmental funds totaling $2,832 at December 31, 

2019, to finance capital projects, and a long-term advance between the Capital Improvements Fund and 

other governmental funds totaling $202,467 at December 31, 2019, to finance the West Birch townhome 

development.   

 

119



City of Princeton 
Notes to Financial Statements 

 
 

45 45 

NOTE 7 – INTERFUND RECEIVABLES, PAYABLES, AND TRANSFERS (CONTINUED) 

 

B. Interfund Transfers 

 

The composition of interfund transfers as of December 31, 2019, was as follows: 

 
Transfer In Transfer Out Description Amount

Airport Fund Liquor Operations 2,700$        

Airport Fund General Fund Operations 11,500        

Cemetery Operations Cemetary Perpetual Care Operations 1,910          

Cemetery Operations General Fund Operations 13,350        

Solheim Field Improvements General Fund Field improvements 800             

Solheim Field Improvements Park Improvements Field improvements 800             

Community Beautification Liquor City contribution for beautification 2,500          

Cemetery Operations Capital Improvements Operations 13,981        

Economic Development General Fund Operations 5,000          

Civic Center General Fund Operations 3,900          

Fire Equipment Reserve General Fund Fire Operations 24,080        

West Branch & 7th Ave North Arcadian Homes Utility Project Project costs 7,922          

West Branch Development Arcadian Homes Utility Project Demolition of buildings 4,276          

G.O. Capital Improvements Liquor Debt service 157,070      

             Total 249,789$    

 
NOTE 8 – LONG-TERM DEBT 

 

A. General Obligation Bonds 

 

Primary Government 

The City issues general obligation (G.O.) bonds to provide financing for street improvements, facility 

construction and tax increment projects. Debt service is covered respectively by special assessments, 

property taxes, and tax increments against benefited properties with any shortfalls being paid from 

general taxes. 

 

G.O. bonds are direct obligations and pledge the full faith and credit of the City. These bonds generally 

are issued as 15 year serial bonds with equal debt service payments each year.  
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NOTE 8 – LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) 

 

B. Components of Long-Term Liabilities 

 

Primary Government 

 
Issue Interest Original Final Principal Due Within

Date Rates Issue Maturity Outstanding One Year

Long-term liabilities

Governmental activities

G.O. bonds, including

special assessmetn bonds

G.O. Improvement 2007A 08/23/07 4.00%-4.25% 234,000$    02/01/23 78,000$        18,000$      

G.O. Improvement

refunding 2009B 11/01/09 2.00%-3.50% 1,505,000   02/01/20 175,000        175,000      

G.O. Improvement

refunding 2012B 06/21/12 0.35%-2.75% 910,000      02/01/28 180,000        90,000        

G.O. Improvement 2015A 10/22/15 1.00%-3.00% 910,000      02/01/31 760,000        55,000        

G.O. Capital Improvement

2016A 06/01/16 0.75%-2.75% 2,240,000   02/01/34 1,880,000     115,000      

Bond premium 38,938          -                  

Compensated absences 427,764        144,000      

Total governmental

activities 3,539,702     597,000      

Business-type activities

G.O. revenue bonds

G.O. Sewer Revenue

refunding 2012B 06/21/12 0.35%-2.75% 1,365,000   02/01/28 1,050,000     110,000      

G.O. Sewer 2013A&B 03/28/13 1.88% 15,118,000 01/01/53 13,358,147   295,000      

Compensated absences 120,570        40,125        

Total business-type

activities 14,528,717   445,125      

Total all long-term

liabilities 18,068,419$ 1,042,125$ 

PUC Component Unit 

 
Issue Interest Original Final Principal Due Within

Date Rates Issue Maturity Outstanding One Year

Long-term liabilities

Business-type activities

G.O. Revenue Bonds

MNPFA G.O. Revenue Note 06/10/04 2.53% 847,422$   08/20/23 219,000$     53,000$     

Electric revenue note,

Series 2006A 04/02/06 4.05% 3,065,000  12/01/25 1,265,000    185,000     

G.O. Water Revenue Bond

Series 2008A 03/04/08 2.20%-4.05% 4,880,000  12/01/27 2,070,000    300,000     

Public utility system refunding

Revenue Bonds, Series 2010A 11/18/10 2.0%-3.50% 3,040,000  04/01/22 545,000       175,000     

Public utility system refunding

Revenue Bonds, Series 2012A 02/01/12 1.0%-2.85% 2,450,000  04/01/24 1,135,000    215,000     

Total all long-term

  liabilities 5,234,000$  928,000$   
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NOTE 8 – LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) 

 

B. Components of Long-Term Liabilities (Continued) 

Long-term bonded indebtedness listed above and on the previous page were issued to finance acquisition 

and construction of capital facilities or to refinance (refund) previous bond issues. 
 

Annual debt service requirements to maturity for all bonded debt outstanding as of December 31, 2019, 

are listed below and on the following page. 
 

Primary Government 

 

Year Ending

December 31, Principal Interest Principal Interest Total

2020 453,000$    66,776$      405,000$      275,016$    1,199,792$   

2021 284,000      58,036        413,000        267,034      1,022,070     

2022 195,000      52,943        421,000        259,373      928,316        

2023 201,000      48,521        424,000        251,370      924,891        

2024 180,000      44,625        436,000        243,718      904,343        

2025-2029 950,000      166,107      2,191,000     1,080,893   4,388,000     

2030-2034 810,000      49,456        1,863,000     888,936      3,611,392     

2035-2039 -                  -                  2,045,000     707,566      2,752,566     

2040-2044 -                  -                  2,240,000     508,680      2,748,680     

2045-2049 -                  -                  2,465,000     290,216      2,755,216     

2050-2052 -                  -                  1,505,147     60,252        1,565,399     

Total 3,073,000$ 486,464$    14,408,147$ 4,833,054$ 22,800,665$ 

Business-Type ActivitiesGovernmental Activities

G.O. Bonds G.O. Revenue Bonds

PUC Component Unit 

 

Year Ending

December 31, Principal Interest Total

2020 928,000$    175,205$    1,103,205$   

2021 959,000      144,640      1,103,640     

2022 995,000      112,089      1,107,089     

2023 837,000      80,849        917,849        

2024 810,000      51,326        861,326        

2025-2027 705,000      44,346        749,346        

Total 5,234,000$ 608,455$    5,842,455$   

Business-Type Activities

G.O. Revenue Bonds
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NOTE 8 – LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) 

  

C. Changes in Long-Term Liabilities 
 

Long-term liability activity for the year ended December 31, 2019, was as follows: 

 

Primary Government 
 

Beginning Ending Due Within

Balance Additions Reductions Balance One Year

Governmental activities

Bonds payable

G.O. Bonds 3,520,000$   -$                447,000$      3,073,000$   453,000$      

Bond premium 41,867          -                  2,929            38,938          -                    

Compensated absences 382,353        206,845      161,434        427,764        144,000        

Total governmental activities 3,944,220     206,845      611,363        3,539,702     597,000        

Business-type activities

Bonds payable

G.O. Sewer Revenue Bonds 14,803,491   -                  395,344        14,408,147   405,000        

Compensated absences 111,870        40,235        31,535          120,570        40,125          

Total business-type activities 14,915,361   40,235        426,879        14,528,717   445,125        

Total long-term liabilities 18,859,581$ 247,080$    1,038,242$   18,068,419$ 1,042,125$   

 
The General Fund typically liquidates the liability related to compensated absences. 
 

PUC Component Unit 
 

Beginning Ending Due Within

Balance Additions Reductions Balance One Year

Business-type activities

Bonds payable

Revenue bonds 6,130,000$   -$                896,000$      5,234,000$   928,000$      

Severance Payable 164,528        3,000          25,944          141,584        -                    

Total long-term liabilities 6,294,528$   3,000$        921,944$      5,375,584$   928,000$      

 
D. Conduit Debt Obligations 

Conduit debt obligations are certain limited obligation revenue bonds or similar debt instruments issued 

for the express purpose of providing capital financing for a specific third party. The City has issued 

industrial revenue bonds to provide funding to private-sector entities for projects deemed to be in the 

public interest. Although these bonds bear the name of the City, the City has no obligation for such debt. 

Accordingly, the bonds are not reported as liabilities in the financial statements of the City. 
 

As of December 31, 2019, there were several issues outstanding. The bonds are not reported as liabilities 

in the accompanying financial statements. The outstanding balance at December 31, 2019, was not 

determinable.  
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NOTE 9 – RESERVED FUND BALANCES/NET POSITION 

 

Reserved/Designated Fund Equity 

 

Fund equity balances are classified below to reflect the limitations and restrictions of the respective 

funds. 

 
 Economic Other

Development Capital Governmental

General Authority Improvements Funds Total

Nonspendable

Prepaid expenses 87,270$      80$              -$                 73,345$         160,695$      

Restricted

Debt service -                  -                   -                   2,013,957      2,013,957     

Tax increments -                  -                   -                   28,942           28,942          

Urban development loans -                  -                   -                   123,147         123,147        

Neighborhood stabilization -                  -                   -                   7,411             7,411            

Property confiscation -                  -                   -                   98,891           98,891          

Small cities development loans -                  -                   -                   41,732           41,732          

Total restricted -                  -                   -                   2,314,080      2,314,080     

Assigned

Capital improvements -                  -                   4,597,857    -                     4,597,857     

Insurance deductible 51,474        -                   -                   -                     51,474          

Cemetery operation and maintenance -                  -                   -                   16,319           16,319          

Fire truck reserve -                  -                   -                   289,797         289,797        

Public safety -                  -                   -                   14,096           14,096          

Investigations -                  -                   -                   2,011             2,011            

Felony investigations -                  -                   -                   8,681             8,681            

Solheim Field improvements -                  -                   -                   1,404             1,404            

Civic Center -                  -                   -                   13,495           13,495          

Community beautification -                  -                   -                   12,620           12,620          

Fire equipment -                  -                   -                   140,159         140,159        

Disaster relocation -                  -                   -                   160,478         160,478        

Cemetery perpetual care -                  -                   -                   180,489         180,489        

Total assigned 51,474        -                   4,597,857    839,549         5,488,880     

Unassigned 3,053,494   (923,568)      -                   (2,278,661)     (148,735)       

Total 3,192,238$ (923,488)$    4,597,857$  948,313$       7,814,920$   
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NOTE 10 – RISK MANAGEMENT 

 

The City purchases commercial insurance coverage through the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance 

Trust (LMCIT) with other cities in the state which is a public entity risk pool currently operating as a 

common risk management and insurance program. The City pays an annual premium to the LMCIT for 

its insurance coverage. The LMCIT is self-sustaining through commercial companies for excess claims. 

The City is covered through the pool for any claims incurred but unreported, however, retains risk for the 

deductible portion of its insurance policies. The amount of these deductibles is considered immaterial to 

the financial statements. 

 

There were no significant reductions in insurance from the previous year or settlements in excess of 

insurance coverage for any of the past three years. 

 

The City's workers' compensation insurance policy is retrospectively rated. With this type of policy, final 

premiums are determined after loss experience is known. The amount of premium adjustment for 2019 is 

estimated to be immaterial based on workers' compensation rates and salaries for the year. 

 

At December 31, 2019, there were no other claims liabilities reported in the Fund based on the 

requirements of GASB Statement No. 10, which requires that a liability for claims be reported if 

information prior to the issuance of the financial statements indicates that it is probable that a liability 

has been incurred at the date of the financial statements and the amount of the loss can be reasonably 

estimated. 

 

NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS 

 

The City and PUC participate in various pension plans, total pension expense for the year ended 

December 31, 2019, was $356,942. The components of pension expense are noted in the following plan 

summaries.  

 

The General Fund and Water and Sewer Funds typically liquidate the Liability related to the pensions.  

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association 
 

A. Plan Description 

The City and PUC participate in the following cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension 

plans administered by PERA. PERA's defined benefit pension plans are established and administered in 

accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapters 353 and 356. PERA's defined benefit pension plans are 

tax qualified plans under Section 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 

General Employees Retirement Plan  

 

All full-time and certain part-time employees of the City and PUC are covered by the General 

Employees Plan. General Employees Plan members belong to the Coordinated Plan. Coordinated Plan 

members are covered by Social Security.  
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

 

A. Plan Description (Continued) 

 

Public Employees Police and Fire Plan 

 

The Police and Fire Plan, originally established for police officers and firefighters not covered by a local 

relief association, now covers all police officers and firefighters hired since 1980. Effective July 1, 1999, 

the Police and Fire Plan also covers police officers and firefighters belonging to a local relief association 

that elected to merge with and transfer assets and administration to PERA. 
 

B. Benefits Provided 

PERA provides retirement, disability, and death benefits. Benefit provisions are established by state 

statute and can only be modified by the state legislature. Vested, terminated employees who are entitled 

to benefits but are not receiving them yet, are bound by the provisions in effect at the time they last 

terminated their public service.  
 

General Employees Plan Benefits 
 

General Employees Plan benefits are based on a member's highest average salary for any five successive 

years of allowable service, age, and years of credit at termination of service. Two methods are used to 

compute benefits for PERA's Coordinated Plan members. Members hired prior to July, 1 1989, receive 

the higher of Method 1 or Method 2 formulas. Only Method 2 is used for members hired after June 30, 

1989. Under Method 1, the accrual rate for a Coordinated members is 1.2% of average salary for each of 

the first ten years of service and 1.7% of average salary for each additional year. Under Method 2, the 

accrual rate for Coordinated members is 1.7% of average salary for all years of service. For members 

hired prior to July 1, 1989, a full annuity is available when age plus years of service equal 90 and normal 

retirement age is 65. For members hired on or after July 1, 1989, normal retirement age is the age for 

unreduced Social Security benefits capped at 66.  
 

Annuities, disability benefits, and survivor benefits are increased effective every January 1. Beginning 

January 1, 2019, the postretirement increase will be equal to 50% of the cost-of-living adjustment 

(COLA) announced by the SSA, with a minimum increase of at least 1% and a maximum of 1.5%. 

Recipients that have been receiving the annuity or benefit for at least a full year as of the June 30 before 

the effective date of the increase will receive the full increase. For recipients receiving the annuity or 

benefit for at least one month but less than a full year as of the June 30 before the effective date of the 

increase will receive a reduced prorated increase. For members retiring on January 1, 2024, or later, the 

increase will be delayed until normal retirement age (age 65 if hired prior to July 1, 1989, or age 66 for 

individuals hired on or after July 1, 1989). Members retiring under Rule of 90 are exempt from the delay 

to normal retirement. 
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

 

B. Benefits Provided (Continued) 

 

Police and Fire Plan Benefits 
 

Benefits for the Police and Fire Plan members first hired after June 30, 2010, but before July 1, 2014, 

vest on a prorated basis from 50% after five years up to 100% after ten years of credited service. Benefits 

for Police and Fire Plan members first hired after June 30, 2014, vest on a prorated basis from 50% after 

ten years up to 100% after twenty years of credited service. The annuity accrual rate is 3% of average 

salary for each year of service. A full, unreduced pension is earned when members are age 55 and vested, 

or for members who were first hired prior to July 1, 1989, when age plus years of service equal at least 

90. 

 

Annuities, disability benefits, and survivor benefits are increased effective every January 1. Beginning 

January 1, 2019, the postretirement increase will be fixed at 1%. Recipients that have been receiving the 

annuity or benefit for at least 36 months as of the June 30 before the effective date of the increase will 

receive the full increase. For recipients receiving the annuity or benefit for at least 25 months but less 

than 36 months as of the June 30 before the effective date of the increase will receive a reduced prorated 

increase. 

 

C. Contributions 

Minnesota Statutes Chapter 353 sets the rates for employer and employee contributions. Contribution 

rates can only be modified by the state legislature.  

 

General Employees Fund Contributions 

 

Coordinated Plan members were required to contribute 6.5% of their annual covered salary in calendar 

year 2019 and the City was required to contribute 7.5% for Coordinated Plan members. The City's 

contributions to the General Employees Fund for the year ended December 31, 2019, were $109,000, 

while the PUC's contributions were $89,748. The City's and the PUC's contributions were equal to the 

required contributions as set by state statute. 

 

Police and Fire Fund Contributions 

 

Police and Fire member’s contribution rates increased from 10.8% of pay to 11.3% and employer rates 

increased from 16.2% to 16.95% on January 1, 2019.  The City's contributions to the Police and Fire 

Fund for the year ended December 31, 2019, were $145,000. The City's contributions were equal to the 

required contributions as set by state statute. 
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

 

D. Pension Costs 

 

General Employees Fund Pension Costs 

 

At December 31, 2019, the City reported a liability of $1,061,525 and the PUC reported liability of 

$917,778 for its proportionate share of the General Employees Fund's net pension liability. The City and 

PUC's net pension liability reflected a reduction due to the State of Minnesota's contribution of $16 

million to the fund in 2019. The State of Minnesota is considered a non-employer contributing entity and 

the State's contribution meets the definition of a special funding situation. The State of Minnesota's 

proportionate share of the net pension liability associated with the City totaled $32,999 and associated 

with the PUC totaled $28,499. The net pension liability was measured as of June 30, 2019, and the total 

pension liability used to calculate the net pension liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of 

that date. The City's proportionate share of the net pension liability was based on the City's contributions 

received by PERA during the measurement period for employer payroll paid dates from July 1, 2018, 

through June 30, 2019, relative to the total employer contributions received from all of PERA's 

participating employers. At June 30, 2019, the City's proportionate share was 0.0192%, which was an 

increase of 0.0005% from its proportion measured as of June 30, 2018. At June 30, 2019, the PUC's 

proportionate share was 0.0166%, which was an increase of 0.0003% from its proportion measured as of 

June 30, 2018. 

City's proportionate share of the net pension liability 1,061,525$  

State of Minnesota's proportionate share of the net pension

  liability associated with the City 32,999         

Total 1,094,524$  

PUC's proportionate share of the net pension liability 917,778$     

State of Minnesota's proportionate share of the net pension

  liability associated with the PUC 28,499         

Total 946,277$     

 
For the year ended December 31, 2109, the City recognized pension expense of $140,960 and the PUC 

recognized pension expense of $81,073 for its proportionate share of General Employees Plan's pension 

expense. Included in the amount, the City recognized $2,471 and the PUC recognized $2,134 as pension 

expense (and grant revenue) for its proportionate share of the State of Minnesota's contribution of $16 

million to the General Employees Fund. 
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

 

D. Pension Costs (Continued) 

 

General Employees Fund Pension Costs (Continued) 

 

At December 31, 2019, the City reported its proportionate share of the General Employees Plan's 

deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources, related to pensions from the following 

sources: 

 

Differences between expected and  actual economic experience 29,117$        -$                  

Changes in actuarial assumptions -                    81,927          

Difference between projected and actual investment earnings -                    106,331        

Changes in proportion 30,951          3,192            

Contributions paid to PERA subsequent

  to the measurement date 54,500          -                    

Total 114,568$      191,450$      

Deferred 

Outflows of 

Resources

Deferred 

Inflows of 

Resources

$54,500 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from City contributions 

subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the net pension liability in the 

year ended December 31, 2020. Other amounts reported as deferred outflows and deferred inflows of 

resources related to pensions will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

 

Year Ending Pension Expense 

December 31, Amount

2020 (41,228)$          

2021 (78,128)            

2022 (13,737)            

2023 1,711                

     Total (131,382)$        
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

 

D. Pension Costs (Continued) 

At December 31, 2019, the PUC reported its proportionate share of GERF's deferred outflows of 

resources and deferred inflows of resources, and its contributions subsequent to the measurement date, 

from the following sources: 

 

Differences between expected and  actual economic experience 26,194$        -$                  

Changes in actuarial assumptions -                    74,091          

Difference between projected and actual investment earnings -                    93,548          

Changes in proportion 12,482          52,806          

Contributions paid to PERA subsequent

  to the measurement date 47,517          -                    

Total 86,193$        220,445$      

Deferred 

Outflows of 

Resources

Deferred 

Inflows of 

Resources

 
$47,517 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from PUC contributions 

subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the net pension liability in the 

year ended December 31, 2020. Other amounts reported as deferred outflows and inflows of resources 

related to pensions will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

 

Year Ending Pension Expense 

December 31, Amount

2020 (74,882)$             

2021 (94,502)               

2022 (13,865)               

2023 1,480                  

Total (181,769)$           
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 
 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 
 

D. Pension Costs (Continued) 
 

Police and Fire Fund Pension Costs  
 

At December 31, 2019, the City reported a liability of $834,574 for its proportionate share of the Police 

and Fire Fund's net pension liability. The net pension liability was measured as of June 30, 2018, and the 

total pension liability used to calculate the net pension liability was determined by an actuarial valuation 

as of that date. The City's proportionate share of the net pension liability was based on the City's 

contributions received by PERA during the measurement period for employer payroll paid dates from 

July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019, relative to the total employer contributions received from all of 

PERA's participating employers. At June 30, 2019, the City's proportionate share was 0.0794%, which 

was an increase of 0.0071% from its proportion measured as of June 30, 2018. The City also recognized 

$10,719 for the year ended December 31, 2019 as revenue and an offsetting reduction of the net pension 

liability for its proportionate share of the State of Minnesota's on-behalf contributions to the Police and 

Fire Fund. Legislation passed in 2013 required the State of Minnesota to begin contributing $9 million to 

the Police and Fire Fund each year until the plan is 90 percent funded or until the State Patrol Plan 

(administered by the Minnesota State Retirement System) is 90 percent funded, whichever occurs later.  

In addition, the state will pay $4.5 million on October 1, 2018 and October 1, 2019 in direct state aid.  

Thereafter, by October 1 of each year, the state will pay $9 million until full funding is reached or July 1, 

2048, whichever is earlier. 
 

For the year ended December 31, 2019, the City recognized pension expense of $134,909 for its 

proportionate share of the Police and Fire Plan’s pension expense. 
 

At December 31, 2019, the City reported its proportionate share of the Police and Fire Plan's deferred 

outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions from the sources below and 

on the following page. 
 

Differences between expected and  actual economic experience 32,738$        112,178$      

Changes in actuarial assumptions 609,580        815,868        

Difference between projected and actual investment earnings -                    153,928        

Changes in proportion 101,769        23,855          

Contributions paid to PERA subsequent

   to the measurement date 72,500          -                    

Total 816,587$      1,105,829$   

Deferred 

Outflows of 

Resources

Deferred 

Inflows of 

Resources
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

 

D. Pension Costs (Continued) 

 

Police and Fire Fund Pension Costs (Continued)  
 

The $72,500 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from City 

contributions subsequent to the measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the net pension 

liability in the year ended December 31, 2020. Other amounts reported as deferred outflows and inflows 

of resources related to pensions will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

 

Year Ending Pension Expense 

December 31, Amount

2020 (33,372)$         

2021 (87,607)           

2022 (274,481)         

2023 21,821            

2024 11,897

Total (361,742)$       

E. Actuarial Assumptions 
 

The total pension liability in the June 30, 2019, actuarial valuation was determined using an individual 

entry age normal actuarial cost method and the following actuarial assumptions: 

Inflation 2.50 % Per year

Active member payroll growth 3.25 % Per year

Investment rate of return 7.50 %

 
Salary increases were based on a service-related table. Mortality rates for active members, retirees, 

survivors, and disabilitants for all plans were based on RP 2014 tables for males or females, as 

appropriate, with slight adjustments to fit PERA’s experience. Cost of living benefit increases after 

retirement for retirees are assumed to be 1.25% per year for the General Employees Plan, 1.0% per year 

for the Police and Fire Plan, and 2.0% per year for the Correctional Plan. 
 

Actuarial assumptions used in the June 30, 2019 valuation were based on the results of actuarial 

experience studies. The most recent four-year experience study in the General Employees Plan was 

completed in 2019. The most recent four-year experience study for Police and Fire Plan was completed 

in 2016. Economic assumptions were updated in 2018 based on a review of inflation and investment 

return assumptions. 
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 
 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 
 

E.  Actuarial Assumptions (Continued) 

 

The following changes in actuarial assumptions occurred in 2019: 

 

General Employees Fund 

 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions: 

 The mortality projection scale was changed from MP-2017 to MP-2018.  

 

Changes in Plan Provisions: 

 The employer supplemental contribution was changed prospectively, decreasing from $31.0 
million to $21.0 million per year.  The State’s special funding contribution was changed 
prospectively, requiring $16.0 million due per year through 2031.  

 

Police and Fire Fund 
 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions: 

 The mortality projection scale was changed from MP-2017 to MP-2018. 

 

Changes in Plan Provisions: 

 There have been no changes since the prior valuation. 

 

The State Board of Investment, which manages the investments of PERA, prepares an analysis of the 

reasonableness of the long-term expected rate of return on a regular basis using a building-block method 

in which best-estimate ranges of expected future rates of return are developed for each major asset class. 

These ranges are combined to produce an expected long-term rate of return by weighting the expected 

future rates of return by the target asset allocation percentages. The target allocation and best estimates 

of geometric real rates of return for each major asset class are summarized in the following table: 

 

Target Allocation

Domestic equity 35.5% 5.10 %

Private markets 25.0% 5.90

Fixed income 20.0% 0.75

International equity 17.5% 5.90

Cash equivalents 2.0% 0.00

Total 100%

Asset Class

Long-Term 

Expected Real 

Rate of Return
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

Public Employees' Retirement Association (Continued) 

F. Discount Rate

The discount rate used to measure the total pension liability in 2019 was 7.5%. The projection of cash

flows used to determine the discount rate assumed that contributions from Plan members and employers

will be made at rates set in Minnesota Statutes. Based on these assumptions, the fiduciary net positions

of the General Employees Fund and the Police and Fire Fund were projected to be available to make all

projected future benefit payments of current plan members. Therefore, the long-term expected rate of

return on pension plan investments was applied to all periods of projected benefit payments to determine

the total pension liability.

G. Pension Liability Sensitivity

The following presents the City and the PUC's proportionate share of the net pension liability for all

plans it participates in, calculated using the discount rate disclosed in the preceding paragraph, as well as

what the City's proportionate share of the net pension liability would be if it were calculated using a

discount rate 1 percentage point lower or 1 percentage point higher than the current discount rate:

1% Decrease in 1% Increase in 

City's proportionate share of

  the General Employees Fund 

  net pension liability 1,745,090$    1,061,525$    497,106$       

PUC's proportionate share of

  the General Employees Fund 

  net pension liability 1,508,776      917,778         429,790         

1% Decrease in 1% Increase in 

Discount Rate 

(6.5%)

Discount Rate 

(7.5%)

Discount Rate 

(8.5%)

City's proportionate share of

  the Police and Fire Fund 

  net pension liability 1,836,935$    834,574$       (10,703)$        

Discount Rate 

(6.5%)

Discount Rate 

(7.5%)

Discount Rate 

(8.5%)

H. Pension Plan Fiduciary Net Position
Detailed information about each pension plan's fiduciary net position is available in a separately-issued 
PERA financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That 
report may be obtained on the Internet at www.mnpera.org.
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

Defined Benefit Pension Plan – Volunteer Firefighter's Relief Association 

A. Plan Description

The Princeton Firefighters' Relief Association participates in the Statewide Volunteer Firefighter

Retirement Plan (SVF), an agent multiple-employer lump-sum defined benefit pension plan administered

by the Public Employees Retirement Association of Minnesota (PERA). The SVF plan covers volunteer

firefighters of municipal fire departments or independent nonprofit firefighting corporations that have

elected to join the plan. As of December 31, 2019, the plan covered 37 active firefighters and 3 vested

terminated firefighters whose pension benefits are deferred. The plan is established and administered in

accordance with Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 353G.

B. Benefits Provided

Volunteer firefighters of the City are members of the Princeton Firefighters' Relief Association. Full

retirement benefits are payable to members who have reached age 50 and have completed 20 years of

service for lump sum service pension. Partial benefits are payable to members who have reached 50 and

have completed 10 years of service. Disability benefits and widow and children's survivor benefits are

also payable to members or their beneficiaries based upon requirements set forth in the bylaws. These

benefit provisions and all other requirements are consistent with enabling state statutes.

C. Contributions

The Volunteer Firefighter Plan is funded by fire state aid, investment earnings and, if necessary,

employer contributions as specified in Minnesota Statutes, and voluntary City contributions. The State of

Minnesota contributed $77,578 in fire state aid to the fund for the year ended December 31, 2019.

Required employer contributions are calculated annually based on statutory provisions. The City's

statutorily-required contributions to the Volunteer Firefighter Fund for the year ended December 31,

2019, were $20,910.

D. Pension Costs

At December 31, 2019, the City reported a net pension asset of $528,673 for the Volunteer Firefighter

Fund. The net pension asset was measured as of December 31, 2019. The total pension liability used to

calculate the net pension asset in accordance with GASB 68 was determined by PERA applying an

actuarial formula to specific census data certified by the fire department. The table on the following page

presents the changes in net pension liability during the year.
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Defined Benefit Pension Plan – Volunteer Firefighter's Relief Association (Continued) 
 

D. Pension Costs (Continued) 

 

Total Plan Fiduciary Net

Pension Net Pension 

Liability Position Liability

(a)  (b) (a) - (b)

Balances at January 1, 2019 1,000,167$    1,348,623$    (348,456)$    

Changes for the year

Service cost 56,225           -                    56,225         

Interest cost 63,384           -                    63,384         

Differences between expected and actual experience (4,651)           -                    (4,651)          

Projected investment earnings -                    80,917           (80,917)        

Changes of benefit terms 56,180           -                    56,180         

State and municipal contributions -                    98,488           (98,488)        

Net investment income -                    173,116         (173,116)      

Administrative expense -                    (1,166)           1,166           

Net charges 171,138         351,355         (180,217)      

Balances at December 31, 2019 1,171,305$    1,699,978$    (528,673)$    

Increase (Decrease)

 
For the year ended December 31, 2019, the City recognized pension expense of ($32,009). 

 

At December 31, 2019, the City reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of 

resources related to pensions from the following sources: 

 

Deferred Deferred

Outflows of Inflows of 

Resources Resources

Difference between actuarial assumptions and actual experience -$                   66,577$           

Difference between projected and actual investment earnings -                     51,205             

Contributions paid subsequent to measurement date 73,578           

Total 73,578$         117,782$         
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Defined Benefit Pension Plan – Volunteer Firefighter's Relief Association (Continued) 

 

D. Pension Costs (Continued) 

$73,578 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from City and State 

contributions (both statutorily-required and voluntary, as applicable) subsequent to the measurement date 

will be recognized as a reduction of the net pension liability in the year ended December 31, 2019. Other 

amounts reported as deferred outflows and inflows of resources related to pensions will be recognized in 

pension expense as follows: 

 

Amounts reported as deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to 

pensions will be recognized in pension expense as follows: 

 

Year Ending 

December 31,

2020 (27,409)$             

2021 (27,409)               

2022 (27,409)               

2023 (35,555)               

Total (117,782)$           

 
E.  Actuarial Assumptions 

 

The total pension liability at December 31, 2019, was determined using the entry age normal actuarial 

cost method and the following actuarial assumptions:   

 

Retirement eligibility at the later of age 50 or 20 years of service

Inflation 3.0 %

Investment rate of return 6.0 %  
 

F. Discount Rate 

The discount rate used to measure the total pension liability was 6.0%. The projection of cash flows used 

to determine the discount rate assumed that contributions to the Volunteer Firefighter Fund will be made 

as specified in statute. Based on that assumption and considering the funding ratio of the plan, the 

fiduciary net position was projected to be available to make all projected future benefit payments of 

current active and inactive members. Therefore, the long-term expected rate of return on pension plan 

investments was applied to all periods of projected benefit payments to determine the total pension 

liability.  
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Defined Benefit Pension Plan – Volunteer Firefighter's Relief Association (Continued) 

 

G. Pension Liability Sensitivity 

The following presents the City's net pension asset for the Volunteer Firefighter Fund, calculated using 

the assumed discount rate as well as what the City's net pension asset would be if it were calculated 

using a discount rate one percent lower or one percent higher than the current discount rate: 

 

1% Current 1%

 Decrease Discount Increase

(5.0%) Rate (6.0%) (7.0%)

Net pension asset 495,234$     528,672$       560,719$         

H. Plan Investments 

 

Investment Policy 

 

The Minnesota State Board of Investment (SBI) is established by Article XI of the Minnesota 

Constitution to invest all state funds. Its membership as specified in the Constitution is comprised of the 

governor (who is designated as chair of the board), state auditor, secretary of state and state attorney 

general. 

 

All investments undertaken by the SBI are governed by the prudent person rule and other standards 

codified in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 11A and Chapter 353G.  

 

Within the requirements defined by state law, the SBI, with assistance of the SBI staff and the 

Investment Advisory Council, establishes investment policy for all funds under its control. These 

investments policies are tailored to the particular needs of each fund and specify investment objectives, 

risk tolerance, asset allocation, investment management structure, and specific performance standards.  

Studies guide the on-going management of the funds and are updated periodically.  

 

Asset Allocation 

 

To match the long-term nature of the pension obligations, the SBI maintains a strategic asset allocation 

for the Volunteer Firefighter Plan that includes allocations to domestic equity, international equity, 

bonds and cash equivalents. The long-term target asset allocation and long-term expected real rate of 

return is on the following page. 
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NOTE 11 – PENSION PLANS (CONTINUED) 

 

Defined Benefit Pension Plan – Volunteer Firefighter's Relief Association (Continued) 

 

H. Plan Investments (Continued) 

 

Asset Class

Domestic stocks 35 % 5.10 %

International stocks 15 5.30

Bonds 45 0.75

Cash 5 0.00

Total 100 %

Target Allocation

Long-Term Expected

Real Rate of Return

  
The six percent long-term expected rate of return on pension plan investments was determined using a 

building-block method. Best estimates for expected future real rates of return (expected returns, net of 

inflation) were developed for each asset class using both long-term historical returns and long-term 

capital market expectations from a number of investment management and consulting organizations. The 

asset class estimates and the target allocations were then combined to produce a geometric, long-term 

expected real rate of return for the portfolio. Inflation expectations were applied to derive the nominal 

rate of return for the portfolio.  

 

The SBI made no significant changes to their investment policy during the year for the Volunteer 

Firefighter Fund. 

 

I. Pension Plan Fiduciary Net Position 

Detailed information about the Volunteer Firefighter Fund's fiduciary net position as of June 30, 2019, is 

available in a separately-issued PERA financial report that includes financial statements and required 

supplementary information. That report may be obtained at www.mnpera.org. 

 

NOTE 12 – POST EMPLOYMENT HEALTH CARE PLAN 

 

A. Plan Description 

The City provides a single-employer defined benefit health care plan to eligible retirees and their 

spouses. The plan offers medical coverage and dental coverage. It is the City's policy to periodically 

review its medical coverage and to obtain requests for proposals in order to provide the most favorable 

benefits and premiums for City employees and retirees.  

 

139

http://www.mnpera.org/


City of Princeton 
Notes to Financial Statements 

 
 

65 65 

NOTE 12 – POST EMPLOYMENT HEALTH CARE PLAN (CONTINUED) 
 

B.  Benefits Provided 

Employees who apply for early retirement shall remain eligible to receive certain health and dental 

insurance benefits until the end of the year in which the employee becomes Medicare eligible. Full 

vesting of such amounts occurs upon attaining 56 years of age. 
 

C.  Contributions  
Retirees contribute to the health care plan at the same rate as City employees. This results in the retirees 
receiving an implicit rate subsidy. Contribution requirements are established by the City, based on the 
contract terms. The required contributions are based on projected pay-as-you-go financing requirements. 
For the year 2019, the City contributed $6,127 to the plan.  

 
D.  Members 
 
As of the December 31, 2017, valuation date, the following were covered by the benefit terms: 
 

Total employees without coverage 10

Employees with coverage 29

Total 39

E.  Actuarial Assumptions 

 

The total OPEB liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of December 31, 2017, using the 

following actuarial assumptions, applied to all periods included in the measurement, unless otherwise 

specified: 

Investment rate of return 3.71%, index rate for 20-year, tax-exempt 

municipal bonds used in discount rate 

determination

Salary increases including inflation 3.00%

Inflation 2.75%

Healthcare cost trend increases 6.9% for FY2019, gradually decreasing over 

several decades to an ultimate rate of 4.4% in

FY2075 and later years.

Mortality assumption Mortaility rates were based on RP-2014 

mortality tables with projected mortality 

improvements based on scale MP-2017, and 

other adjustments

Key Methods and Assumptions Used in Valuation of Total OPEB Liability
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NOTE 12 – POST EMPLOYMENT HEALTH CARE PLAN (CONTINUED) 
 
E. Actuarial Assumptions (Continued) 
The actuarial assumptions used in the December 31, 2017, valuation were based on the results of an 
actuarial experience study for the period January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017, with a measurement date 
period of January 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018. 
 

The discount rate used to measure the total OPEB liability was 3.71%.  
 
F.  Total OPEB Liability  
The City's total OPEB liability of $117,267 was measured as of December 31, 2018, and was determined 
by an actuarial valuation as of December 31, 2017.  

 
Changes in the total OPEB liability are as follows: 
 

Total 

OPEB

Liability 

Balances at January 1, 2018 104,285$     

Changes for the year

Service cost 12,598         

Interest 3,869           

Changes of assumptions (3,485)          

Benefit payments -                   

Net changes 12,982         

Balances at December 31, 2018 117,267$     

Changes of assumptions and other inputs reflect a change in the discount rate from 3.31% to 3.71%.  

 
G.  OPEB Liability Sensitivity  
The following presents the City's total OPEB liability calculated using the discount rate of 3.71% as well 
as the liability measured using 1% lower and 1% higher than the current discount rate. 
 

1% decrease Current 1% increase

(2.71%) (3.71%) (4.71%)

126,161$             117,267$             108,984$             

Total OPEB Liability/(Asset)
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NOTE 12 – POST EMPLOYMENT HEALTH CARE PLAN (CONTINUED) 
 
G.  OPEB Liability Sensitivity (Continued) 
The following presents the total OPEB liability of the City, as well as what the City's total OPEB 
liability would be if it were calculated using healthcare cost trend rates that are 1% lower and 1% higher 
than the current healthcare cost trend rates.  
 

1% decrease Current 1% increase

104,158$             117,267$             132,784$             

Total OPEB Liability/(Asset)

(5.9% decreasing 

to 3.4%)

(6.9% decreasing 

to 4.4%)

(7.9% decreasing 

to 5.4%)

 
H. OPEB Expense and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred Inflows of Resources  
   Related to OPEB 
For the year ended December 31, 2019, the City recognized OPEB expense of $13,952. At December 31, 
2019, the City reported deferred outflows of resources of $6,127 related to contributions paid subsequent 
to the measurement date will be recognizes as a reduction of the net pension liability in the year ended 
December 31, 2019. 

 

NOTE 13 – TAX INCREMENT FINANCING 
 

The City has entered into eleven Tax Increment Financing agreements which meet the criteria for 

disclosure under Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 77 Tax Abatement 

Disclosures. The City's authority to enter into these agreements comes from Minnesota Statute 469.  
 

Under each agreement, the City and developer agree on an amount of development costs to be 

reimbursed to the developer by the City though tax revenues from the additional taxable value of the 

property generated by the development (tax increment). A "pay-as-you-go" note is established for this 

amount, on which the City makes payments for a fixed period of time with available tax increment 

revenue after deducting for certain administrative costs. During the year ended December 31, 2019, the 

City generated $85,353 in tax increment revenue and made $92,111 in payments to developers. 

 

NOTE 14 – SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 
 
On March 13, 2020, a national emergency was declared for the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States 
of America. This event affects the economy and financial markets. The extent of the impact on the City 
may be both direct and indirect and will vary based on the duration of the outbreak and various other 
factors.  An estimate of the financial effect on the City’s financial statements at December 31, 2019, 
cannot be determined at this time.   

 

On April 14, 2020, the City entered into a purchase agreement for a piece of land. The total purchase 

price was $525,000.  
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NOTE 14 – SUBSEQUENT EVENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

On June 10, 2020, the City issued the $1,350,000 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2020A. The 

proceeds are to be used for the trail improvements project and for fire truck acquisition.  

 

On June 10, 2020, the City issued the $552,000 Taxable General Obligation Tax Abatement Bonds, 

Series 2020B. The proceeds are to be used for the industrial park project.  

 

NOTE 15 – NEW STANDARDS ISSUED BUT NOT YET IMPLEMENTED 

 
GASB Statement No. 87, Leases establishes a single model for lease accounting based on the 
foundational principle that leases are financings of the right to use an underlying asset. Under this 
statement, a lessee is required to recognize a lease liability and an intangible right-to-use lease asset, and 
a lessor is required to recognize a lease receivable and a deferred inflow of resources, thereby enhancing 
the relevance and consistency of information about governments’ leasing activities. This statement will 
be effective for the year ending December 31, 2022.  
 
GASB Statement No. 88, Certain Disclosures Related to Debt, Including Direct Borrowings and Direct 
Placements improves the information that is disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. It also 
clarifies which liabilities governments should include when disclosing information related to debt. This 
statement will be effective for the year ending December 31, 2021.  
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December 31, 2018 December 31, 2019

Total OPEB Liability 

Service cost 11,095$                 12,598$                 

Interest 3,846                     3,869                     

Changes of assumptions 4,007                     (3,485)                    

Benefit payments (9,022)                    -                             

Net change in total OPEB liability 9,926                     12,982                   

Beginning of year 94,359                   104,285                 

End of Year 104,285$               117,267$               

1,661,497$            1,471,500$            

6.28% 7.97%

Note: Schedule is intended to show ten year trend. Additional years will be reported as they become available.

See notes to required supplementary information. 71

City of Princeton

Schedule of Changes in Total OPEB Liability 

and Related Ratios

Covered-employee payroll

Total OPEB liability as a percentage of covered-employee payroll
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City's Covered 

Payroll 

2015 0.0185% 958,766$           -$                       958,766$           1,071,267$        89.50% 78.19%

2016 0.0183% 1,485,869          19,470               1,505,339          1,137,040          130.68% 68.91%

2017 0.0188% 1,200,180          15,105               1,215,285          1,212,267          99.00% 75.90%

2018 0.0187% 1,037,399          34,005               1,071,404          1,258,200          82.45% 79.53%

2019 0.0192% 1,061,525          32,999               1,094,524          1,361,947          77.94% 80.23%

PUC's Covered 

Payroll 

2015 0.0170% 881,028$           -$                       881,028$           995,180$           88.53% 78.19%

2016 0.0181% 1,469,632          19,156               1,488,788          1,122,267          132.66% 68.91%

2017 0.0177% 1,129,956          14,210               1,144,166          1,140,253          100.34% 75.90%

2018 0.0163% 904,257             29,600               933,857             1,093,133          85.43% 79.53%

2019 0.0166% 917,778             28,499               946,277             1,176,240          80.45% 80.23%

For Fiscal Year 

Ended June 30,

City's Proportion 

of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset)

City's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset) 

City's Covered 

Payroll

City's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset) as a 

Percentage of its 

Covered Payroll 

Plan Fiduciary 

Net Position as a 

Percentage of the 

Total Pension 

Liability

2015 0.0700% 795,364$           625,630$           127.13% 86.61%

2016 0.0690% 2,769,090          662,235             418.14% 63.88%

2017 0.0680% 918,081             693,981             132.29% 85.43%

2018 0.0723% 764,137             762,383             100.23% 88.84%

2019 0.0794% 834,574             837,116             99.70% 89.26%

Note: Schedules are intended to show ten year trend. Additional years will be reported as they become available.

See notes to required supplementary information. 72

Schedule of City's Proportionate Share

For Fiscal Year 

Ended June 30,

City of Princeton

Schedule of City's Proportionate Share

of Net Pension Liability

General Employees Retirement Fund

Last Ten Years 

For Fiscal Year 

Ended June 30,

City's 

Proportionate 

Share 

(Percentage) of 

the Net Pension 

Liability (Asset)

General Employees Retirement Fund

Last Ten Years 

Last Ten Years 

City's 

Proportionate 

Share (Amount) 

of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset) 

City's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset) as a 

Percentage of its 

Covered Payroll 

Plan Fiduciary 

Net Position as a 

Percentage of the 

Total Pension 

Liability

PUC's 

Proportionate 

Share 

(Percentage) of 

the Net Pension 

Liability (Asset)

PUC's 

Proportionate 

Share (Amount) 

of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset) 

PUC's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liability 

(Asset) as a 

Percentage of its 

Covered Payroll 

Plan Fiduciary 

Net Position as a 

Percentage of the 

Total Pension 

Liability

State's 

Proportionate 

Share (Amount) 

of the Net 

Pension Liability 

Associated with 

the City

City's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liablility 

and the State's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liablility 

Associated with 

the City

State's 

Proportionate 

Share (Amount) 

of the Net 

Pension Liability 

Associated with 

the PUC

PUC's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liablility 

and the State's 

Proportionate 

Share of the Net 

Pension Liablility 

Associated with 

the PUC

Schedule of PUC's Proportionate Share

of Net Pension Liability

of Net Pension Liability

Public Employees Police and Fire Retirement Fund

147



2015 82,822$          82,822$          -$                    1,104,293$     7.50%

2016 87,500            87,500            -                      1,166,667       7.50%

2017 96,310            96,310            -                      1,284,133       7.50%

2018 93,981            93,981            -                      1,253,080       7.50%

2019 109,000          109,000          -                      1,453,333       7.50%

2015 78,398$          78,398$          -$                    1,045,308$     7.50%

2016 85,248            85,248            -                      1,136,646       7.50%

2017 82,805            82,805            -                      1,104,062       7.50%

2018 86,249            86,249            -                      1,149,985       7.50%

2019 89,748            89,748            -                      1,196,640       7.50%

2015 106,192$        106,192$        -$                    655,506$        16.20%

2016 109,500          109,500          -                      675,926          16.20%

2017 113,729          113,729          -                      702,031          16.20%

2018 130,621          130,621          -                      806,302          16.20%

2019 145,000          145,000          -                      855,457          16.95%

Note: Schedules are intended to show ten year trend. Additional years will be reported as they become available.

See notes to required supplementary information. 73

City of Princeton

Schedule of City Contributions

General Employees Retirement Fund

Contribution 

Deficiency 

(Excess)

Last Ten Years

Contributions 

in Relation to 

the Statutorily 

Required 

Contributions

Statutorily 

Required 

Contribution

Fiscal Year 

Ending 

December 31,

Contributions 

as a Percentage 

of Covered 

Payroll

City's Covered 

Payroll

Contributions 

as a Percentage 

of Covered 

Payroll

Schedule of City Contributions

Contribution 

Deficiency 

(Excess)

Contributions 

in Relation to 

the Statutorily 

Required 

Contributions

City's Covered 

Payroll

Public Employees Police and Fire Retirement Fund

Last Ten Years

Fiscal Year 

Ending 

December 31,

Statutorily 

Required 

Contribution

Schedule of PUC Contributions

General Employees Retirement Fund

Statutorily 

Required 

Contribution

Contributions 

as a Percentage 

of Covered 

Payroll

PUC's Covered 

Payroll

Contribution 

Deficiency 

(Excess)

Last Ten Years

Contributions 

in Relation to 

the Statutorily 

Required 

Fiscal Year 

Ending 

December 31,
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12/31/2015 12/31/2016 12/31/2017 12/31/2018 12/31/2019

Total Pension Liability (TPL)

Service cost 41,503$             51,822$             46,901$             48,472$             56,225$             

Interest costs 63,235               53,945               67,839               67,118               63,384               

Differenced between expected and actual experience -                         -                         (63,320)             (104,759)           (4,651)               

Changes of assumptions 29,103               (21,012)             (2,354)               -                         -                         

Changes of benefit terms -                         47,458               19,799               73,807               56,180               

Benefit payments (82,250)             (71,815)             (79,250)             (309,266)           -                         

Net change in total pension liability 51,591               60,398               (10,385)             (224,628)           171,138             

Beginning of year* 1,011,386          1,062,977          1,123,375          1,224,795          1,000,167          

End of year 1,062,977$        1,123,375$        1,112,990$        1,000,167$        1,171,305$        

Plan Fiduciary Net Pension (FNP)

State and municipal contributions 88,726$             92,538$             90,546$             72,426$             98,488$             

Net investment income (70,586)             103,412             198,322             (51,838)             254,033             

Asset transfer/other -                         -                         -                         92,887               -                         

Benefit payments (82,250)             (71,815)             (79,250)             (309,266)           -                         

Administrative expense (9,825)               (10,325)             (5,441)               (16,296)             (1,166)               

Net change in plan fiduciary net position (73,935)             113,810             204,177             (212,087)           351,355             

Beginning of year* 1,410,403          1,336,468          1,450,278          1,560,710          1,348,623          

End of year 1,336,468$        1,450,278$        1,654,455$        1,348,623$        1,699,978$        

Net Pension Liability (NPL) (273,491)$         (326,903)$         (541,465)$         (348,456)$         (528,673)$         

FNP as a percentage of the TPL 125.73% 129.10% 148.65% 134.84% 145.14%

Note: Schedule is intended to show ten year trend. Additional years will be reported as they become available.

* Investments for the Princeton Fire Relief Association were transferred to PERA as of January 1, 2018, resulting in a restatement of the 

   beginning balances.

See notes to required supplementary information. 74
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Schedule of Changes in Net Pension Liability 

and Related Ratios - Princeton Fire Relief Association
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12/31/2015 12/31/2016 12/31/2017 12/31/2018 12/31/2019

Statutorily determined contribution (SDC) -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      -$                      

Actual contribution 19,135              19,710              20,300              -                        20,910              

Contribution deficiency (excess) (19,135)$           (19,710)$           (20,300)$           -$                      (20,910)$           

69,591$            69,828$            70,246$            71,426$            77,578$            

Note: Schedule is intended to show ten year trend. Additional years will be reported as they become available.


See notes to required supplementary information. 75

State pass-through contribution

City of Princeton

Schedule of City Contributions - and Non Employer

Contributing Entities

Princeton Fire Relief Association
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GENERAL EMPLOYEES FUND 

 

2019 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The mortality projection scale was changed from MP-2017 to MP-2018. 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 The employer supplemental contribution was changed prospectively, decreasing from $31.0 

million to $21.0 million per year.  The State’s special funding contribution was changed 

prospectively, requiring $16.0 million due per year through 2031. 

 

2018 Changes  

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The mortality projection scale was changed from MP-2015 to MP-2017. 

 The assumed benefit increase was changed from 1.0% per year through 2044 and 2.5% per 

year thereafter to 1.25% per year. 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 The augmentation adjustment in early retirement factors is eliminated over a five-year period 

starting July 1, 2019, resulting in actuarial equivalence after June 30, 2024.  

 Interest credited on member contributions decreased from 4.00% to 3.00%, beginning July 1, 

2018.  

 Deferred augmentation was changed to 0.00%, effective January 1, 2019. Augmentation that 

has already accrued for deferred members will still apply. 

 Contribution stabilizer provisions were repealed.  

 Postretirement benefit increases were changed from 1.00% per year with a provision to 

increase to 2.50% upon attainment of 90.00% funding ratio to 50.00% of the Social Security 

Cost of Living Adjustment, not less than 1.00% and not more than 1.50%, beginning  

January 1, 2019.  

 For retirements on or after January 1, 2024, the first benefit increase is delayed until the retiree 

reaches normal retirement age; does not apply to Rule of 90 retirees, disability benefit 

recipients, or survivors.  

 Actuarial equivalent factors were updated to reflect revised mortality and interest assumptions. 
 

2017 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The CSA loads were changed from 0.8% for active members and 60% for vested and non-

vested deferred members. The revised CSA loads are now 0.0% for active member liability, 

15% for vested deferred member liability and 3% for non-vested deferred member liability. 

 The assumed post-retirement benefit increase rate was changed from 1.0% per year for all 

years to 1.0% per year through 2044 and 2.5% per year thereafter. 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 The State’s contribution for the Minneapolis Employees Retirement Fund equals $16,000,000 

in 2017 and 2018, and $6,000,000 thereafter. 
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GENERAL EMPLOYEES FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

2017 Changes (Continued) 

Changes in Plan Provisions (Continued) 

 The Employer Supplemental Contribution for the Minneapolis Employees Retirement Fund 

changed from $21,000,000 to $31,000,000 in calendar years 2019 to 2031.  The State’s 

contribution changed from $16,000,000 to $6,000,000 in calendar years 2019 to 2031. 

 

2016 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The assumed post-retirement benefit increase rate was changed from 1.0% per year through 

2035 and 2.5% per year thereafter to 1.0% per year for all future years. 

 The assumed investment return was changed from 7.9% to 7.5%. The single discount rate 

was changed from 7.9% to 7.5%. 

 Other assumptions were changed pursuant to the experience study dated June 30, 2015. The 

assumed future salary increases, payroll growth, the inflation were decreased by 0.25% to 

3.25% for payroll growth and 2.50% for inflation. 

 

2015 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The assumed post-retirement benefit increase rate was changed from 1.0% per year through 

2030 and 2.5% per year thereafter to 1.0% per year through 2035 and 2.5% per year 

thereafter. 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 On January 1, 2015, the Minneapolis Employees Retirement Fund was merged into the 

General Employees Fund, which increased the total pension liability by $1.1 billion and 

increased the fiduciary plan net position by $892 million. Upon consolidation, state and 

employer contributions were revised; the State’s contribution of $6.0 million, which meets 

the special funding situation definition, was due September 2015. 
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POLICE AND FIRE FUND 

 

2019 Changes  

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The mortality projection scale was changed from MP-2017 to MP-2018. 

 

2018 Changes  

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The mortality projection scale was changed from MP-2016 to MP-2017. 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 Postretirement benefit increases were changed to 1.00% for all years, with no trigger. 

 An end date of July 1, 2048 was added to the existing $9.0 million state contribution.  

 New annual state aid will equal $4.5 million in fiscal years 2019 and 2020, and $9.0 million 

thereafter until the plan reaches 100% funding, or July 1, 2048, if earlier. 

 Member contributions were changed from 10.80% to 11.30% of pay, effective January 1, 

2019 and 11.80% of pay, effective January 1, 2020.  

 Employer contributions were changed from 16.20% to 16.95% of pay, effective January 1, 

2019 and 17.70% of pay, effective January 1, 2020.  

 Interest credited on member contributions decreased from 4.00% to 3.00%, beginning July 1, 

2018.  

 Deferred augmentation was changed to 0.00%, effective January 1, 2019. Augmentation that 

has already accrued for deferred members will still apply. 

 Actuarial equivalent factors were updated to reflect revised mortality and interest 

assumptions.  

 

2017 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 Assumed salary increases were changed as recommended in the June 30, 2016 experience 

study. The net effect is proposed rates that average 0.34% lower than the previous rates. 

 Assumed rates of retirement were changed, resulting in fewer retirements. 

 The CSA load was 30% for vested and non-vested deferred members. The CSA has been 

changed to 33% for vested members and 2% for non-vested members. 

 The base mortality table for healthy annuitants was changed from the RP-2000 fully 

generational table to the RP-2014 fully generational table (with a base year of 2006), with 

male rates adjusted by a factor of 0.96. The mortality improvement scale was changed from 

Scale AA to Scale MP-2016. The base mortality table for disabled annuitants was changed 

from the RP-2000 disabled mortality table to the mortality tables assumed for healthy 

retirees. 

 Assumed termination rates were decreased to 3% for the first three years of service. Rates 

beyond the select period of three years were adjusted, resulting in more expected terminations 

overall. 

 Assumed percentage of married female members was decreased from 65% to 60%. 
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POLICE AND FIRE FUND (CONTINUED) 

 

2017 Changes (Continued) 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions (Continued) 

 Assumed age difference was changed from separate assumptions for male members (wives 

assumed to be three years younger) and female members (husbands assumed to be four years 

older) to the assumption that males are two years older than females. 

 The assumed percentage of female members electing Joint and Survivor annuities was 

increased. 

 The assumed post-retirement benefit increase rate was changed from 1% for all years to 1% 

per year through 2064 and 2.5% thereafter. 

 The single discount rate was changed from 5.6% per annum to 7.5% per annum. 

 

2016 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The assumed post-retirement benefit increase rate was changed from 1.0% per year through 

2037 and 2.5% thereafter to 1.0% per year for all future years. 

 The assumed investment return was changed from 7.9% to 7.5%. The single discount rate 

changed from 7.9% to 5.6%. 

 The single discount rate changed from 7.90% to 5.60%. 

 The assumed future salary increases, payroll growth, and inflation were decreased by 0.25% 

to 3.25% for payroll growth and 2.50% for inflation. 

 

2015 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The assumed post-retirement benefit increase rate was changed from 1.0% per year through 

2030 and 2.5% per year thereafter to 1.0% per year through 2037 and 2.5% per year 

thereafter. 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 The post-retirement benefit increase to be paid after attainment of the 90% funding threshold 

was changed, from inflation up to 2.5%, to a fixed rate of 2.5%. 
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VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER’S RELIEF ASSOCIATION 

 

2019 Changes 

Changes in Plan Provisions 

 The benefit level increased to $3,600. 

 

POST EMPLOYMENT HEALTH CARE PLAN 

 

2019 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The discount rate was increased from 3.31% to 3.71%. 

 

2018 Changes 

Changes in Actuarial Assumptions 

 The discount rate was reduced from 3.81% to 3.31%. 
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Fire Truck 

Reserve (263)

Cemetery 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

(205)

Property 

Confiscation 

(210)

Public Safety 

and Awareness 

(211)

Assets

Cash and investments 290,149$        16,908$          98,849$          14,991$          

Taxes receivable - delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessment receivable

Delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred -                      -                      -                      -                      

Accounts receivable -                      -                      75                   5                     

Interest receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due from other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Notes receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Land held for resale -                      -                      -                      -                      

Prepaid expenses -                      1,030              -                      -                      

Advance to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total assets 290,149$        17,938$          98,924$          14,996$          

Liabilities

Accounts and contracts payable 352                 32                   33                   900                 

Contracts payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other governments -                      557                 -                      -                      

Salaries and benefits payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance from other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total liabilities 352                 589                 33                   900                 

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Unavailable revenue - long-term assets -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - property taxes -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total deferred inflows of resources -                      -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balances

Nonspendable -                      1,030              -                      -                      

Restricted -                      -                      98,891            -                      

Assigned 289,797          16,319            -                      14,096            

Unassigned -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total fund balances 289,797          17,349            98,891            14,096            

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of

  resources, and fund balances 290,149$        17,938$          98,924$          14,996$          
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Investigation 

Information 

Buy Fund 

(212)

Felony 

Investigation 

(214)

Solheim Field 

Improvements 

(216)

Civic Center 

(240)

Community 

Beautification 

(242)

Community 

Projects (250)

2,011$            8,681$            1,404$            15,718$          12,620$          -$                    

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      25                   -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      315                 -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

2,011$            8,681$            1,404$            16,058$          12,620$          -$                    

-                      -                      -                      476                 -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      358                 

-                      -                      -                      109                 -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      1,663              -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      2,248              -                      358                 

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      315                 -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

2,011              8,681              1,404              13,495            12,620            -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      (358)                

2,011              8,681              1,404              13,810            12,620            (358)                

2,011$            8,681$            1,404$            16,058$          12,620$          -$                    
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Development 

Grants (252)

Development 

Expenses (253)

Fire Equipment 

Reserve (260)

Fire 

Department 

Grants (261)

Assets

Cash and investments -$                    -$                    140,106$        -$                    

Taxes receivable - delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessment receivable

Delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred -                      -                      -                      -                      

Accounts receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest receivable -                      -                      230                 -                      

Due from other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Notes receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Land held for resale -                      -                      -                      -                      

Prepaid expenses -                      -                      72,000            -                      

Advance to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total assets -$                    -$                    212,336$        -$                    

Liabilities

Accounts and contracts payable -                    52,317            -                      -                      

Contracts payable 70,535            319,298          -                      28,959            

Due to other funds -                      -                      177                 -                      

Due to other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Salaries and benefits payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance from other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total liabilities 70,535            371,615          177                 28,959            

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Unavailable revenue - long-term assets -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - property taxes -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total deferred inflows of resources -                      -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balances

Nonspendable -                      -                      72,000            -                      

Restricted -                      -                      -                      -                      

Assigned -                      -                      140,159          -                      

Unassigned (70,535)           (371,615)         -                      (28,959)           

Total fund balances (70,535)           (371,615)         212,159          (28,959)           

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of

  resources, and fund balances -$                    -$                    212,336$        -$                    
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Disaster 

Relocation 

(262)

Small Cities 

Development 

Program (603)

Stormwater 

Management 

(601)

Neighborhood 

Stabilization 

Program (602)

Park 

Improvements 

(802)

Cemetery 

Perpetual Care 

(803)

126,999$        40,683$          -$                    7,410$            -$                    179,109$        

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      45,610            -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      1,380              

33,901            -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      1,049              -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      1                     -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

160,900$        41,732$          -$                    7,411$            45,610$          180,489$        

260                 -                      -                      -                      34,166     -                      

-                      -                      147,005          -                      341,744          -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      133,603          -                      

162                 -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

422                 -                      147,005          -                      509,513          -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      41,732            -                      7,411              -                      -                      

160,478          -                      -                      -                      -                      180,489          

-                      -                      (147,005)         -                      (463,903)         -                      

160,478          41,732            (147,005)         7,411              (463,903)         180,489          

160,900$        41,732$          -$                    7,411$            45,610$          180,489$        
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UDAG No. 2 

Downtown 

Project (814)

UDAG No. 5 

Crystal 

Cabinets (820)

Downtown 

Redevelopment 

Tax Increment 

(490)

1999 Industrial 

Park 

Improvements 

(500)

Assets

Cash and investments 60,277$          41,176$          30,258$          -$                    

Taxes receivable - delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessment receivable

Delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred -                      -                      -                      -                      

Accounts receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest receivable 3,310              -                      -                      -                      

Due from other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Notes receivable 12,349            18,384            -                      -                      

Land held for resale -                      -                      -                      -                      

Prepaid expenses -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total assets 75,936$          59,560$          30,258$          -$                    

Liabilities

Accounts and contracts payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Contracts payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Salaries and benefits payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance from other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total liabilities -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Unavailable revenue - long-term assets 12,349            -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - property taxes -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total deferred inflows of resources 12,349            -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balances

Nonspendable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Restricted 63,587            59,560            30,258            -                      

Assigned -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unassigned -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total fund balances 63,587            59,560            30,258            -                      

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of

  resources, and fund balances 75,936$          59,560$          30,258$          -$                    
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2002/2003 1st 

Street 

Improvements 

(502)

Western Area 

Improvements 

(503)

2nd and 7th 

Improvements 

(504)

2007 PUC Area 

Improvements 

(507)

G.O. Refunding 

Bonds, 2012B 

(512 & 506)

G.O. 

Improvement 

Bonds, 2015A 

(515)

189,013$        12,917$          222,474$        71,580$          181,576$        633,305$        

-                      2,125              -                      15                   117                 596                 

-                      -                      -                      2,352              -                      4,511              

2,699              -                      -                      44,841            85,617            271,313          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

191,712$        15,042$          222,474$        118,788$        267,310$        909,725$        

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      2,125              -                      15                   117                 596                 

2,699              -                      -                      47,193            85,617            275,824          

2,699              2,125              -                      47,208            85,734            276,420          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

189,013          -                      222,474          71,580            181,576          633,305          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      12,917            -                      -                      -                      -                      

189,013          12,917            222,474          71,580            181,576          633,305          

191,712$        15,042$          222,474$        118,788$        267,310$        909,725$        
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Revolving 

Account Fund 

(552)

1992 Street and 

Utilities (592)

1993 Street and 

Utilities (593)

1999 Street and 

Utilities 

Improvements 

(599)

Assets

Cash and investments 266,011$        358,296$        58,612$          -$                    

Taxes receivable - delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessment receivable

Delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred 70,134            -                      -                      -                      

Accounts receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due from other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Notes receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Land held for resale -                      -                      -                      -                      

Prepaid expenses -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance to other funds 2,832              -                      -                      -                      

Total assets 338,977$        358,296$        58,612$          -$                    

Liabilities

Accounts and contracts payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Contracts payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Salaries and benefits payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance from other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total liabilities -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Unavailable revenue - long-term assets -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - property taxes -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - special assessments 70,134            -                      -                      -                      

Total deferred inflows of resources 70,134            -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balances

Nonspendable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Restricted 268,843          358,296          58,612            -                      

Assigned -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unassigned -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total fund balances 268,843          358,296          58,612            -                      

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of

  resources, and fund balances 338,977$        358,296$        58,612$          -$                    
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Heritage 

Village (305)

Northland/Old 

18 

Improvements 

(310)

MN Industrial 

Coatings 

Expansion 

District (314)

West Branch 

and 7th Avenue 

North Projects 

(315)

Roundabout 

Project (317)

Arcadian 

Homes Utility 

Project (328)

District No. 3-7 

Redevelopment 

District (329)

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    20,553$           

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    20,553$           

-                      -                      12,000            -                      -                      4,750              2,271               

284,747          53,760            13,052            347,586          221,383          5,466              -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      202,467          -                       

284,747          53,760            25,052            347,586          221,383          212,683          2,271               

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      18,282             

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                       

(284,747)         (53,760)           (25,052)           (347,586)         (221,383)         (212,683)         -                       

(284,747)         (53,760)           (25,052)           (347,586)         (221,383)         (212,683)         18,282             

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    20,553$           
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2000 Street and 

Utility 

Improvements 

(330)

Kwik Trip 

Redevelopment 

District (347)

Caseys 

Redevelopment 

District (348)

AERO 

Business 

Redevelopment 

District (349)

Assets

Cash and investments -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

Taxes receivable - delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessment receivable

Delinquent -                      -                      -                      -                      

Deferred -                      -                      -                      -                      

Accounts receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due from other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Notes receivable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Land held for resale -                      -                      -                      -                      

Prepaid expenses -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total assets -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

Liabilities

Accounts and contracts payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Contracts payable -                      6,373              7,488              5,528              

Due to other funds -                      -                      -                      -                      

Due to other governments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Salaries and benefits payable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Advance from other funds 2,832              -                      -                      -                      

Total liabilities 2,832              6,373              7,488              5,528              

Deferred Inflows of Resources

Unavailable revenue - long-term assets -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - property taxes -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unavailable revenue - special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total deferred inflows of resources -                      -                      -                      -                      

Fund Balances

Nonspendable -                      -                      -                      -                      

Restricted -                      -                      -                      -                      

Assigned -                      -                      -                      -                      

Unassigned (2,832)             (6,373)             (7,488)             (5,528)             

Total fund balances (2,832)             (6,373)             (7,488)             (5,528)             

Total liabilities, deferred inflows of

  resources, and fund balances -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    
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Industrial Park 

Redevelopment 

District (350)

District No. 3-5 

Redevelopment 

District (391)

Armory 

Redevelopment 

District (398)

Industrial Park 

Development 

(821)

TIF 8-4 Chino 

Development 

(319)

West Branch 

TIF (327)

Total 

Governmental 

Funds

-$                    8,012$              2,648$            -$                    -$                    -$                    3,112,346$     

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      2,853              

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      6,863              

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      474,604          

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      45,715            

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      4,920              

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      33,901            

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      31,782            

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      1                     

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      73,345            

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      2,832              

-$                    8,012$              2,648$            -$                    -$                    -$                    3,789,162$     

-                      -                        -                      -                      3,486              -                      111,043          

9,739              -                        -                      3,738              11,665            13,143            1,891,567       

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      133,889          

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      719                 

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      1,663              

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      205,299          

9,739              -                        -                      3,738              15,151            13,143            2,344,180       

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      12,349            

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      2,853              

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      481,467          

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      496,669          

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      73,345            

-                      8,012                2,648              -                      -                      -                      2,314,080       

-                      -                        -                      -                      -                      -                      839,549          

(9,739)             -                        -                      (3,738)             (15,151)           (13,143)           (2,278,661)      

(9,739)             8,012                2,648              (3,738)             (15,151)           (13,143)           948,313          

-$                    8,012$              2,648$            -$                    -$                    -$                    3,789,162$     
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Fire Truck 

Reserve (263)

Cemetery 

Operation and 

Maintenance 

(205)

Property 

Confiscation 

(210)

Public Safety 

and Awareness 

(211)

Revenues

Property taxes -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

Tax increments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Intergovernmental -                      -                      -                      -                      

Charges for services 447,055          18,080            8,870              -                      

Miscellaneous

Investment income 1,260              78                   1,837              251                 

Contributions and donations -                      -                      1,372              -                      

Other -                      820                 -                      8,805              

Total revenues 448,315          18,978            12,079            9,056              

Expenditures

Current

Public safety -                      -                      1,842              3,055              

Cemetery -                      34,212            -                      -                      

Public works -                      -                      -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                      -                      -                      -                      

Debt service

Principal -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest and other charges -                      -                      -                      -                      

Capital outlay

Public safety 160,918          -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery 13,981            -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total expenditures 160,918          48,193            1,842              3,055              

Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures 287,397          (29,215)           10,237            6,001              

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proceeds from sale of capital asset 2,400              -                      -                      -                      

Transfers in -                      29,241            -                      -                      

Transfers out -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total other financing sources 2,400              29,241            -                      -                      

Net change in fund balances 289,797          26                   10,237            6,001              

Fund Balances

Beginning of year -                      17,323            88,654            8,095              

End of year 289,797$        17,349$          98,891$          14,096$          
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Investigation 

Information 

Buy Fund 

(212)

Felony 

Investigation 

(214)

Solheim Field 

Improvements 

(216)

Civic Center 

(240)

Community 

Beautification 

(242)

Community 

Projects (250)

Development 

Grants (252)

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      10,000            -                      -                      -                      

-                      157                 33                   256                 167                 -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      3,300              3,310              -                      

-                      157                 33                   10,256            3,467              3,310              -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      3,494              14,135            3,047              4,060              -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      3,494              14,135            3,047              4,060              -                      

-                      157                 (3,461)             (3,879)             420                 (750)                -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      1,600              3,900              2,500              -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      1,600              3,900              2,500              -                      -                      

-                      157                 (1,861)             21                   2,920              (750)                -                      

2,011              8,524              3,265              13,789            9,700              392                 (70,535)           

2,011$            8,681$            1,404$            13,810$          12,620$          (358)$              (70,535)$         
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Development 

Expenses (253)

 Fire 

Equipment 

Reserve (260) 

Fire 

Department 

Grants (261)

Disaster 

Relocation 

(262)

Revenues

Property taxes -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

Tax increments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Intergovernmental -                      -                      157,886          101,141          

Charges for services -                      3,000              -                      -                      

Miscellaneous

Investment income -                      1,743              -                      -                      

Contributions and donations -                      -                      -                      -                      

Other -                      9,390              -                      5,000              

Total revenues -                      14,133            157,886          106,141          

Expenditures

Current

Public safety -                      8,366              165,970          101,404          

Cemetery -                      -                      -                      -                      

Public works -                      -                      -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development 28,130            -                      -                      -                      

Debt service

Principal -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest and other charges -                      -                      -                      -                      

Capital outlay

Public safety -                      -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery -                      -                      -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total expenditures 28,130            8,366              165,970          101,404          

Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures (28,130)           5,767              (8,084)             4,737              

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proceeds from sale of capital asset -                      10,500            -                      -                      

Transfers in -                      24,080            -                      -                      

Transfers out -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total other financing sources -                      34,580            -                      -                      

Net change in fund balances (28,130)           40,347            (8,084)             4,737              

Fund Balances

Beginning of year (343,485)         171,812          (20,875)           155,741          

End of year (371,615)$       212,159$        (28,959)$         160,478$        
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Small Cities 

Development 

Program (603)

Stormwater 

Management 

(601)

Neighborhood 

Stabilization 

Program (602)

Park 

Improvements 

(802)

Cemetery 

Perpetual Care 

(803)

UDAG No. 2 

Downtown 

Project (814)

UDAG No. 5 

Crystal 

Cabinets (820)

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      511                 -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      3,055              -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      1,910              1,414              736                 

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      166,323          -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      166,323          4,965              1,925              736                 

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

150                 -                      19,344            -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      394,917          -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

150                 -                      19,344            394,917          -                      -                      -                      

(150)                -                      (19,344)           (228,594)         4,965              1,925              736                 

-                      -                      100,000          -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      (800)                (1,910)             -                      -                      

-                      -                      100,000          (800)                (1,910)             -                      -                      

(150)                -                      80,656            (229,394)         3,055              1,925              736                 

41,882            (147,005)         (73,245)           (234,509)         177,434          61,662            58,824            

41,732$          (147,005)$       7,411$            (463,903)$       180,489$        63,587$          59,560$          
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Special Revenue

G.O. Capital 

Improvement 

Bonds, 2016A 

(416)

Downtown 

Redevelopment 

Tax Increment 

(490)

1999 Industrial 

Park 

Improvements 

(500)

2002/2003 1st 

Street 

Improvements 

(502)

Revenues

Property taxes -$                      -$                    -$                    -$                    

Tax increments -                        -                      -                      -                      

Special assessments -                        -                      -                      -                      

Intergovernmental -                        -                      -                      -                      

Charges for services -                        -                      -                      -                      

Miscellaneous

Investment income -                        547                 5,359              3,439              

Contributions and donations -                        -                      -                      -                      

Other -                        1,982              -                      -                      

Total revenues -                        2,529              5,359              3,439              

Expenditures

Current

Public safety -                        -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery -                        -                      -                      -                      

Public works -                        -                      -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                        -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                        -                      -                      -                      

Debt service

Principal 115,000            -                      -                      -                      

Interest and other charges 42,926              -                      -                      -                      

Capital outlay

Public safety -                        -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery

Parks and recreation -                        -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                        -                      -                      -                      

Total expenditures 157,926            -                      -                      -                      

Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures (157,926)           2,529              5,359              3,439              

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proceeds from sale of capital asset -                        -                      -                      -                      

Transfers in 157,070            -                      -                      -                      

Transfers out -                        -                      (294,521)         -                      

Total other financing sources 157,070            -                      (294,521)         -                      

Net change in fund balances (856)                  2,529              (289,162)         3,439              

Fund Balances

Beginning of year 856                   27,729            289,162          185,574          

End of year -$                      30,258$          -$                    189,013$        
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Western Area 

Improvements 

(503)

2nd and 7th 

Improvements 

(504)

2007 PUC Area 

Improvements 

(507)

G.O. Refunding 

Bonds, 2012B 

(512 & 506)

G.O. 

Improvement 

Bonds, 2015A 

(515)

Revolving 

Account Fund 

(552)

1992 Street and 

Utilities (592)

89,175$          -$                    2$                   22$                 33,175$          -$                    -$                    

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

51,756            -                      10,553            52,698            199,317          10,682            -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      4,049              1,206              13,382            8,731              4,717              6,518              

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

140,931          4,049              11,761            66,102            241,223          15,399            6,518              

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

23,298            -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

170,000          -                      17,000            90,000            55,000            -                      -                      

8,888              -                      3,676              3,693              19,045            -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

202,186          -                      20,676            93,693            74,045            -                      -                      

(61,255)           4,049              (8,915)             (27,591)           167,178          15,399            6,518              

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

214,666          -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

214,666          -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

153,411          4,049              (8,915)             (27,591)           167,178          15,399            6,518              

(140,494)         218,425          80,495            209,167          466,127          253,444          351,778          

12,917$          222,474$        71,580$          181,576$        633,305$        268,843$        358,296$        
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1993 Street and 

Utilities (593)

1999 Street and 

Utilities 

Improvements 

(599)

Heritage 

Village (305)

Northland/Old 

18 

Improvements 

(310)

Revenues

Property taxes -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

Tax increments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Intergovernmental -                      -                      -                      -                      

Charges for services -                      -                      -                      -                      

Miscellaneous

Investment income 1,065              -                      -                      -                      

Contributions and donations -                      -                      -                      -                      

Other -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total revenues 1,065              -                      -                      -                      

Expenditures

Current

Public safety -                      -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery -                      -                      -                      -                      

Public works -                      -                      -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                      -                      -                      -                      

Debt service

Principal -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest and other charges -                      -                      -                      -                      

Capital outlay

Public safety -                      -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total expenditures -                      -                      -                      -                      

Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures 1,065              -                      -                      -                      

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proceeds from sale of capital asset -                      -                      -                      -                      

Transfers in -                      79,855            -                      -                      

Transfers out -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total other financing sources -                      79,855            -                      -                      

Net change in fund balances 1,065              79,855            -                      -                      

Fund Balances

Beginning of year 57,547            (79,855)           (284,747)         (53,760)           

End of year 58,612$          -$                    (284,747)$       (53,760)$         
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MN Industrial 

Coatings 

Expansion 

District (314)

West Branch 

and 7th Avenue 

North Projects 

(315)

West Branch 

Development 

(316)

Roundabout 

Project (317)

Arcadian 

Homes Utility 

Project (328)

District No. 3-7 

Redevelopment 

District (329)

2000 Street and 

Utility 

Improvements 

(330)

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

15,535            -                      -                      -                      -                      45,533            -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      145,640          -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

15,535            -                      -                      145,640          -                      45,533            -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      3,938              202,466          -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

27,992            -                      -                      -                      -                      28                   -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      40,979            -                      

27,992            -                      -                      3,938              202,466          41,007            -                      

(12,457)           -                      -                      141,702          (202,466)         4,526              -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      7,922              4,276              -                      -                      -                      -                      

-                      -                      -                      -                      (12,198)           -                      -                      

-                      7,922              4,276              -                      (12,198)           -                      -                      

(12,457)           7,922              4,276              141,702          (214,664)         4,526              -                      

(12,595)           (355,508)         (4,276)             (363,085)         1,981              13,756            (2,832)             

(25,052)$         (347,586)$       -$                    (221,383)$       (212,683)$       18,282$          (2,832)$           
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Kwik Trip 

Redevelopment 

District (347)

Caseys 

Redevelopment 

District (348)

AERO 

Business 

Redevelopment 

District (349)

Industrial Park 

Redevelopment 

District (350)

Revenues

Property taxes -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    

Tax increments 1,115              -                      -                      -                      

Special assessments -                      -                      -                      -                      

Intergovernmental -                      -                      -                      -                      

Charges for services -                      -                      -                      -                      

Miscellaneous

Investment income -                      -                      -                      -                      

Contributions and donations -                      -                      -                      -                      

Other -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total revenues 1,115              -                      -                      -                      

Expenditures

Current

Public safety -                      -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery -                      -                      -                      -                      

Public works -                      -                      -                      -                      

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development 1,988              1,988              28                   4,436              

Debt service

Principal -                      -                      -                      -                      

Interest and other charges -                      -                      -                      -                      

Capital outlay

Public safety -                      -                      -                      -                      

Cemetery

Parks and recreation -                      -                      -                      -                      

Economic development -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total expenditures 1,988              1,988              28                   4,436              

Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures (873)                (1,988)             (28)                  (4,436)             

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proceeds from sale of capital asset -                      -                      -                      -                      

Transfers in -                      -                      -                      -                      

Transfers out -                      -                      -                      -                      

Total other financing sources -                      -                      -                      -                      

Net change in fund balances (873)                (1,988)             (28)                  (4,436)             

Fund Balances

Beginning of year (5,500)             (5,500)             (5,500)             (5,303)             

End of year (6,373)$           (7,488)$           (5,528)$           (9,739)$           
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District No. 3-5 

Redevelopment 

District (391)

Armory 

Redevelopment 

District (398)

Industrial Park 

Development 

(821)

TIF 8-4 Chino 

Development 

(319)

West Branch 

TIF (327)

Total Other 

Governmental 

Funds

-$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    -$                    122,374$        

16,600            6,570              -                      -                      -                      85,353            

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      325,006          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      405,178          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      490,060          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      58,855            

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      1,372              

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      198,930          

16,600            6,570              -                      -                      -                      1,687,128       

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      280,637          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      34,212            

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      206,404          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      24,736            

28                   28                   -                      15,151            5,143              127,732          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      447,000          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      78,228            

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      160,918          

13,981            

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      394,917          

16,600            6,568              -                      -                      8,000              72,147            

16,628            6,596              -                      15,151            13,143            1,840,912       

(28)                  (26)                  -                      (15,151)           (13,143)           (153,784)         

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      112,900          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      525,110          

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      (309,429)         

-                      -                      -                      -                      -                      328,581          

(28)                  (26)                  -                      (15,151)           (13,143)           174,797          

8,040              2,674              (3,738)             -                      -                      773,516          

8,012$            2,648$            (3,738)$           (15,151)$         (13,143)$         948,313$        
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City of Princeton

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - 

Budget and Actual - General Fund

Year Ended December 31, 2019

Original Final

Actual 

Amounts

Revenues

Property taxes 2,110,240$     2,109,240$   2,120,859$   11,619$   

Licenses and permits 181,790 230,585 202,079 (28,506) 

Intergovernmental revenue

Local government aid 891,890 891,890 891,888 (2) 

Fire aid 69,245 - - - 

Police aid 95,700 95,700 109,914 14,214 

Other grants and aids 9,000 6,000 6,533 533 

Total intergovernmental revenue 1,065,835       993,590 1,008,335       14,745 

Charges for services

General government 39,385 39,810 50,330 10,520 

Public safety 186,545 191,975 188,986 (2,989) 

Public works 3,800 3,700 4,931 1,231 

Parks and recreation 32,680 29,000 31,381 2,381 

Total charges for services 262,410 264,485 275,628 11,143 

Fines or forfeitures 24,000 27,000 31,882 4,882 

Miscellaneous revenues

Investment income 8,750 12,270 29,164 16,894 

Other 121,050 272,860 132,074 (140,786)         

Total miscellaneous revenues 129,800 285,130 161,238 (123,892)         

Total revenues 3,774,075       3,910,030       3,800,021       (110,009)         

Expenditures

General government

Mayor and council 32,110 31,830 31,015 (815) 

Administrative and finance 426,320 420,970 428,248 7,278 

Other general government 484,080 419,170 217,247 (201,923)         

Capital outlay 188,500 87,600 33,599 (54,001) 

Total general government 1,131,010       959,570 710,109 (249,461)         
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City of Princeton

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - 

Budget and Actual - General Fund

For the Year Ended December 31, 2019

Original Final

Actual 

Amounts

Expenditures

Public safety

Police

Current 1,439,555$     1,421,430$   1,430,391$   8,961$   

Capital outlay 144,425 130,925 117,563 (13,362) 

Total police 1,583,980       1,552,355       1,547,954       (4,401) 

Fire

Current 279,945 277,415 284,898 7,483 

Other:

Current 124,260 59,120 82,047 22,927 

Capital outlay 60,000 - - - 

Total other 184,260 59,120 82,047 22,927 

Total public safety 2,048,185       1,888,890       1,914,899       26,009 

Cemetery

Current - - 651 651 

Public works

Streets and highways

Street maintenance and storm sewers 781,905 754,435 771,372 16,937 

Street - capital outlay 5,000 14,000 14,120 120 

Total public works 786,905 768,435 785,492 17,057 

Parks and recreation

Libraries

Current expenditures 43,320 40,600 35,744 (4,856) 

Other parks and recreation

Current expenditures 203,955 178,645 201,336 22,691 

Capital outlay 143,000 89,000 25,922 (63,078) 

Total other parks and recreation 346,955 267,645 227,258 (40,387) 

Total parks and recreation 390,275 308,245 263,002 (45,243) 

Economic development

Economic development

Current expenditures - - 7,617 7,617 

Total expenditures 4,356,375       3,925,140       3,681,770       (243,370)         

Excess of revenues over

  (under) expenditures (582,300)         (15,110) 118,251 133,361 
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City of Princeton

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, and 

Changes in Fund Balances - 

Budget and Actual - General Fund

Year Ended December 31, 2019

Original Final

Actual 

Amounts

Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Payment in lieu of taxes - component unit 52,500$   52,500$   52,500$   -$   

Transfers in 572,925 321,525 - (321,525) 

Transfers out (42,330) (46,700) (58,630) (11,930) 

Total other financing sources (uses) 583,095 327,325 (6,130) (333,455)         

Net change in fund balances 795$   312,215$   112,121 (200,094)$   

Fund Balances

Beginning of year 3,080,117       

End of year 3,192,238$   
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Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting  

and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of 

Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  

Government Auditing Standards 

Independent Auditor's Report 

Honorable Mayor and Members 

  of the City Council 

City of Princeton 

Princeton, Minnesota 

We have audited, in accordance with the auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 

America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards 

issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental 

activities, the business-type activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of 

the City of Princeton, Minnesota, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes 

to financial statements, which collectively comprise the City's basic financial statements and have issued 

our report thereon dated June 17, 2020. Our report includes a reference to other auditors who audited the 

financial statements of Princeton Public Utilities Commission, as described in our report on the City's 

financial statements. This report does not include the results of the other auditors testing of internal 

control over financial reporting or compliance and other matters that are reported on separately by those 

auditors. 

Internal Control over Financial Reporting  

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the City's internal 

control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate 

in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for 

the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of City's internal control. Accordingly, we do 

not express an opinion on the effectiveness of City's internal control.  

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 

management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 

detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a 

combination of deficiencies, in internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material 

misstatement of the City's financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a 

timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control 

that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged 

with governance. 
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Internal Control over Financial Reporting (Continued) 

Our consideration of the internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of 

this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 

weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may 

exist that were not identified. However, as described in the accompanying Schedule of Findings and 

Responses on Legal Compliance and Internal Control as Audit Finding 2019-001, we identified a certain 

deficiency in internal control that we consider to be a significant deficiency.  

Compliance and Other Matters  

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City's basic financial statements are free of 

material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 

contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on 

the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with 

those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be 

reported under Government Auditing Standards.  

City's Response to Findings 

The City's response to the findings identified in our audit is described in the accompanying Schedule of 

Findings and Responses on Legal Compliance and Internal Control. The City's response was not 

subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statements and, accordingly, we 

express no opinion on it.  

Purpose of this Report  

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and 

compliance and the result of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the City's 

internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 

with Government Auditing Standards in considering the City's internal control and compliance. 

Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

St. Cloud, Minnesota 

June 17, 2020
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Minnesota Legal Compliance 

Independent Auditor's Report 

Honorable Mayor and Members 

  of the City Council 

City of Princeton 

Princeton, Minnesota 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 

America, and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 

issued by the Comptroller General of the United States the governmental activities, the business-type 

activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota, as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, and the related notes to financial statements 

and have issued our report thereon dated June 17, 2020. Our report includes a reference to other auditors 

who audited the financial statements of Princeton Public Utilities Commission, as described in our report 

on the City's financial statements. This report does not include the results of the other auditors testing of 

internal control over financial reporting or compliance and other matters that are reported on separately 

by those auditors. 

In connection with our audit, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the City failed to 

comply with the provisions of the contracting and bidding, deposits and investments, conflicts of interest, 

public indebtedness, claims and disbursements, miscellaneous provisions, and tax increment financing  

sections of the Minnesota Legal Compliance Audit Guide for Cities, promulgated by the State Auditor 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 6.65, except as described in the following Schedule of Findings and 

Responses on Legal Compliance and Internal Control. However, our audit was not directed primarily toward 

obtaining knowledge of such noncompliance. Accordingly, had we performed additional procedures, other 

matters may have come to our attention regarding the City's noncompliance with the above referenced 

provisions.  

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of compliance and the results of 

that testing, and not to provide an opinion on compliance. Accordingly, this communication is not 

suitable for any other purpose. 

St. Cloud, Minnesota 

June 17, 2020 
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CURRENT AND PRIOR YEAR INTERNAL CONTROL FINDINGS 

 

Audit Finding 2019-001 

 

Criteria or Specific Requirement 

Internal control that supports the City's ability to initiate, record, process, and report financial data, 

consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements, requires adequate segregation 

of accounting duties. 

 

Condition 

During the year ended December 31, 2019, the City had a lack of segregation of accounting duties due to 

a limited number of office employees. 

 

Management is aware of this condition and has taken certain steps to compensate for the lack of 

segregation. However, due to the small accounting staff needed to handle all of the accounting duties, 

the cost of obtaining desirable segregation of accounting duties can often exceed benefits which could be 

derived. Due to this reason, management has determined a complete segregation of accounting duties is 

impractical to correct. However, management, along with the City Council, must remain aware of this 

situation and should continually monitor the accounting system, including changes that occur. 

 

Questioned Costs 

None 

 

Context 

This finding impacts the internal control for all significant accounting functions. 

 

Effect 

The lack of adequate segregation of accounting duties could adversely affect the City's ability to initiate, 

record, process, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial 

statements. 

 

Cause 

There are a limited number of office employees. 

 

Recommendation 

Continue to review the accounting system, including changes that may occur. Implement segregation 

whenever practical.
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CURRENT AND PRIOR YEAR INTERNAL CONTROL FINDING (CONTINUED) 

 

Audit Finding 2019-001 (Continued) 

 

Management's Response: 

 

CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (CAP) 

 

1. Explanation of Disagreement with Audit Finding 

There is no disagreement with the audit finding. 

 

2. Actions Planned in Response to Finding 

The City agrees with the auditor's analysis of the situation. It seems impossible to correct the current 

situation without additional personnel. Even having cursory review by someone outside of the 

Finance Department would not seem beneficial without significant training and exposure to the 

financial transactions. The City has taken measures to help reduce the exposure by requiring three 

different people at all times to sign or stamp every check. Also, review of this point on what will be 

an annual basis during the audit presentation, should remind both management and the City Council 

of the weakness and possible problems that could result. 

 

3. Official Responsible for Ensuring CAP 

Steven L. Jackson, Finance Director, is the official responsible for ensuring corrective action of the 

deficiency. 

 

4. Planned Completion Date for CAP 

The planned completion date for the CAP is ongoing. 

 

5. Plan to Monitor Completion of CAP 

The City Council will be monitoring this CAP.
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CURRENT YEAR LEGAL COMPLIANCE FINDING  
 
Closed Meetings 
 
Minnesota Statute 13D.01 requires that all meetings be open to the public, unless the meeting is closed 
for an allowable exception.  If a meeting is closed, the public body shall state on the record the specific 
grounds permitting the meeting to be closed and describe the subject to be discussed.   
 
During 2019, the City held several closed meetings, which were recorded with nonfunctioning 
equipment. 
 
We recommend the City follow Minnesota Statutes in regard to closed meetings. 
 
City’s Response: 
The City purchased new recording equipment and future closed meetings will be recorded as required by 
Statute.  
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PRINCETON EMERGENCY MANAGMENT 
 

 
To:  Princeton City Council 

 
Date: 06-22-2020 
 
From: Emergency Management Team, Ron Lawrence, Todd Frederick and Bob Gerold 
 
Regarding: Emergency Declaration extension 
 
 
Mr. Mayor and members of the council the Emergency Declaration is due to expire at midnight June 25th, 2020.  
At this time, it is the recommendation of the Emergency Management Team to extend the declaration to 
midnight, July 23rd, 2020.  As the council is aware, this is a fluid situation and this team understands that this 
declaration could be cancelled earlier or extended if deemed feasible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fire Chief Ron Lawrence  Police Chief Todd Frederick               Public Works Director Bob Gerold 
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ORDINANCE NO. 795 

 

CITY COUNCIL CONTINUANCE OF THE DECLARATION OF A LOCAL 

EMERGENCY 

CITY OF PRINCETON, MINNESOTA 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Princeton, Minnesota (“Mayor”) declared an Emergency 

to exist in the City of Princeton, Minnesota (“City”) effective on March 19, 2020 upon signing 

the Declaration (“Declaration”); and 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 12.29 authorizes the Mayor to declare the existence of 

the Emergency, invoke necessary portions of the Emergency Management Plan, and authorize 

aid and services in accordance with interjurisdictional agreements. In order for the Declaration of 

the Emergency to continue beyond three days the City Council of the City of Princeton, 

Minnesota (“City Council”) must consent to the Declaration; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Princeton City Council Passed Ordinance No. 790 Consenting to the Mayoral 

Declaration of a Local Emergency with sunset provisions of either 30 days or the date of the end 

of the local emergency, whichever is the first to occur; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Princeton City Council Passed Ordinance No. 791 Continuing the Declaration 

of a Local Emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Princeton City Council Passed Ordinance No. 792 Continuing the Declaration 

of a Local Emergency for a second time; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Princeton City Council Passed Ordinance No. 794 Continuing the Declaration 

of a Local Emergency for a third time; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined the local emergency continues; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council is the official governing body of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 12.37 authorizes the City, acting through its governing 

body, to: 

 

“(1) enter into contracts and incur obligations necessary to combat the disaster by protecting the 

health and safety of persons and property and by providing emergency assistance to the victims 

of the disaster; and 

  

(2) exercise the powers vested by this subdivision in the light of the exigencies of the disaster 

without compliance with time-consuming procedures and formalities prescribed by law 

pertaining to: 

(i) the performance of public work; 

(ii) entering into contracts; 

(iii) incurring of obligations; 
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(iv) employment of temporary workers; 

(v) rental of equipment; 

(vi) purchase of supplies and materials; 

(vii) limitations upon tax levies; 

(viii) the appropriation and expenditure of public funds, for example, but not limited to, 

publication of ordinances and resolutions, publication of calls for bids, provisions of civil service 

laws and rules, provisions relating to low bids, and requirements for budgets”  

 

WHEREAS, City Code of Ordinances, Section 215.01 provides for emergency regulations: 

“Because of the existing possibility of the occurrence of disasters of unprecedented size and 

destruction resulting from fire, flood, tornado, blizzard, destructive winds, or other natural 

causes, or from sabotage, hostile action, or from hazardous material mishaps of catastrophic 

measure; and in order to insure that preparations of this city will be adequate to deal with those 

disasters, and generally, to provide for the common defense and to protect the public peace, 

health, and safety, and to preserve the lives and property of the people of this city, it is hereby 

found and declared to be necessary: 

   (A)   To establish a city emergency management organization responsible for city planning and 

preparation for emergency government operations in time of disasters; 

   (B)   To provide for the exercise of necessary powers during emergencies and disasters; 

   (C)   To provide for the rendering of mutual aid between this city and other political 

subdivisions of this state and of other states with respect to the carrying out of emergency 

preparedness functions; and 

   (D)   To comply with the provisions of M.S. 12.25, as it may be amended from time to time, 

which requires that each political subdivision of the state shall establish a local organization for 

emergency management.”; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Code of Ordinances, Section 215.03 provides for the establishment of an 

emergency management organization, the terms of which are incorporated herein by reference; 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, City Code of Ordinances, Section 215.04 enumerates the powers and duties, the 

terms of which are hereby incorporated by reference; and,  

 

WHEREAS, City Code of Ordinances, Section 215.05 enumerates the manner in which a local 

emergency, the terms of which are hereby incorporated by reference; and, 

 

WHEREAS, City Code of Ordinances, Section 215.06 enumerates the regulation of declared 

emergencies; the terms of which are hereby incorporated by reference; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Emergency is sudden and unforeseen and could not 

have been anticipated; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that conditions in Minnesota and the threat to the visitors to 

and inhabitants of the City has worsened considerably as a result of the Emergency; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Council finds that this situation threatens the health, safety, and welfare of 

the citizens of the community and threatens the provision and delivery of city services as a result 

of the Emergency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Emergency poses the risk of and may cause 

catastrophic loss of public health, safety, and welfare if not immediately addressed; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that traditional sources of relief are not able to repair or 

prevent the injury and loss. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PRINCETON, MINNESOTA, 

DOES HEREBY ORDAIN: 

 

Section 1. The foregoing recitals of the preamble are incorporated herein by reference. 

 

Section 2. The Governor of Minnesota issued Emergency Executive Order 20-01 declaring a 

Peacetime Emergency and Coordinating Minnesota’s Strategy to Protect Minnesotans from 

COVID-19 on March 13, 2020. 

  

Section 3. The City faces an imminent threat to life and public health resulting from the novel 

coronavirus and the resulting COVID-19 disease. 

 

Section 4. The City is confronted with a worldwide pandemic creating threat of disaster of major 

proportions, which the safety and welfare of the guests to and inhabitants of the City are 

jeopardized and placed at extreme peril, in which timely action to contain and mitigate the risk to 

human life. 

 

Section 5.  The City Declares, under Minnesota Statues, Section 13D.021, that in-person 

meetings of the City Council, Planning Commission, and other advisory commissions of the City 

of Princeton are not practical or prudent due to the COVID-19 health pandemic and the 

peacetime emergency declared by Governor Walz pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 12, 

and hereby directs that meetings of the City Council, Planning Commission, and other advisory 

commissions of the City shall be conducted by telephone or other electronic means, and hereby 

directs City Staff to take such action as may be necessary to enable such meetings to occur via 

telephone or other electronic means pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 13D.021, until such 

time as it is no longer impractical or imprudent for the City Council, Planning Commission, and 

other advisory commission to resume in-person meetings. 

 

Section 6. This Ordinance hereby continues the declaration of a local emergency. 

 

Section 7. To the extent normal state laws and city policies and procedures impede an efficient 

response or compliance with federal and state directives and recommendations, the City 

Administrator, Emergency Management Team, and their designees are hereby authorized to 

suspend compliance with those laws, policies, and procedures as authorized by Emergency 

Executive Order 20-01 and by Minnesota Statutes, Sections 12.32 and 12.37, and to take those 

actions necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 
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Section 8. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage as permitted by the City 

Council. 

 

Section 9. This Ordinance shall be in effect until 11:59 P.M on July 25, 2020, or until the 

termination of the local emergency, whichever occurs first, as permitted by Section 215.06 (C) of 

the City Code. 

 

Section 10. The City Administrator is authorized and directed to file and to post notice of this 

Ordinance and any emergency regulations as authorized and required by State law and City 

Code. 

 

Passed and adopted this 25th day of June, 2020. 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Mayor 

ATTEST: 

        ______________________________ 

        City Administrator 
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MEMORANDUM 

   

 

 TO:Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Wastewater Manager Chris Klinghagen  

SUBJECT:SCADA System 

        DATE: June 25, 2020 

  

 

 
We received 2 quotes for the lift station SCADA upgrade.  This planned upgrade is in the 2020 

CIP with an amount of $100,000. 

 

One from In-Control, who has done all the SCADA at the WWTP in the past, and one from Total 

Control.  In-Control was $82,500, and Total Control was $48,275.   

 

When comparing the two quotes, In-Control’s quote was for better quality of equipment, with 

about a $32,520 difference in the equipment side of the quote.   

 

If that higher quality equipment was added to Total Control’s quote, it would bring the quote 

up to $80,795 for a difference of $1,705.  

 

It is staff’s recommendation to award the project to In-Control based on the fact that they have 

worked on the city’s SCADA system before and know it well.  
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PRINCETON EMERGENCY MANAGMENT 

 
To: Princeton City Council 

 
Date: 06-22-2020 

 
From: Emergency Management Team, Ron Lawrence, Todd Frederick and Bob Gerold 

 
Regarding: Informational/Speed Trailer Purchase 

 
 

Mayor and Council, 

 

 

The  Emergency Management team budgeted for an Informational/Speed trailer in C.I.P. this year. We have tried 

to get different quotes from different suppliers for these trailers. The problem is that not all the suppliers provide 

the same services. We have found a trailer that will perform well for our city needs.    

 

This trailer can be utilized by different departments making it beneficial for the city to own. Fire will be able to use 

it during training events, active fire events and during R.E.P. training and drills. Police will be able to use it for 

speed control and data along with traffic direction. Public works will be able to use it during road work and usage. 

These are only a few of the ideas that each department would be able to utilize this trailer for.  

 

We have $28,000.00 in the C.I.P. for the purchase of the trailer. The cost of the trailer is $15,980.00. The R.E.P. 

program is able to pay $1000.00 towards the trailer as well. We are looking for permission to purchase this trailer 

along with graphics and ancillary equipment not to exceed $21,000.00. We will be available for questions. Thank 

you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Chief Ron Lawrence Police Chief Todd Frederick Public Works Director Bob Gerold 
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It has been clear to many people in our community that the perception of 

Princeton Public Utilities is very poor. This poor perception of our local utilities 

has been created over decades and will take the whole community to help reform 

the perception. In the May 2020 City Council Meeting as Mayor I publicly 

challenged each city council member to give a suggestion to the PUC Board and 

the new member Rick Schwartz to work on changing this perception.  

 

I wanted to start by noting a few positive changes that the Princeton Public 

Utilities has done over the past 2 years, 

Ended the no bid contracts to interested officers of the PUC Board. 

Published the meeting minutes online for the public to see. 

Worked with PHS Senior Party in hanging the banners for the 2020 Princeton 

Seniors .  

 

Items that I personally think will help change the perception of The Princeton 

Public Utilities.  

Immediately remove GM Keith Butcher as the voting member on the SMMPA 

Board. This voting person needs to be local and pay the PPU Bill. Pick any PUC 

Commissioner or business owner in town - you need community involvement.   

An aggressive tree trimming plan for our cities power lines right now. Show the 

citizens that PPU workers are working for them and not driving around town in 

circles. Trimming trees in a neighborhood goes far for many home owners. 

Stop charging places of worship in town the high cost of commercial power rates 

when they’re actually only using their power load during off peak times Sunday 
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Mornings, Wednesday nights etc. Help the faith community and they will help 

you. 

Show the community what the strategy is to match the Connexus Energy power 

rate of $.01189 per kWh.  

Have two meetings per month to show the rate payers the board is controlling 

the spending not the general manager on his own. Your budget is $14,000,000 per 

year and you have 12 meetings. The City Councils budget is $4,000,000 +/- and we 

have 36 meetings. Transparency matters and it takes action and words.  

Since you won’t change your meeting times from 1pm you need a plan to video 

broadcast your meeting indefinitely.  

PILOT Program needs to fair and put back in place. PUC needs to pay in full all the 

property taxes due on the $5,300,000+ million dollars of property they use to the 

city. PUC needs to pay fair amount for rent per sq ft of office and warehouse rates 

to the city for the buildings and CAM is already covered by the PUC for the 

buildings.  

Last the PUC could pick other items to help with their perception from the hand 

out I’ve attached from Connexus Energy’s 2019 Community Report.  

 

Princeton Mayor 
Brad Schumacher  
612-716-3566 
mayor@princetonmn.org 
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      BILL LIST 
 
TO:      MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
FROM:   THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
RE:   BILL LIST APPROVAL MOTION 
 
COUNCIL MEETING DATE: June 25, 2020 
 
 
I move to approve the bill list which includes the 
manual checks as listed on the manual bill list 
for a total of $154,025.64 and the items listed 
on the liquor bill list and general city bill list 
which will be checks 81326 to 81386 for a total 
of $789,728.88. 
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